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ADVERTISEMENT. 



THE following sheets were committed to the Pres& 
with the hope of realizing some little profits, to be ap- 
plied to the liquidation of a debt contracted in conse- 
quence of an increasing deficiency in the funds for the 
support of the Parish National School. In the coursre 
of publication, however, the special object the Author 
had in view was superseded by the active exertions of 
a benevolent individual in exciting the liberality of his 
fellow-parishioners, and thus cancelling the obliga-> 
tion. The immediate design of this little work has 
therefore been provided for ; but, while the Author 

returns through this medium his public acknowledge 

, . < ' 
roents to his Parishioners for thieir ready .compliance 

with the call upon their liberality, he deenis it right 

to add, that as the profits (shou||i. any arise) have 

been consecrated in intention, §o .t^^y will still be 

sciupulously applied to benevolent purposes. 

As a Minister of the Gospel the Author feels 

that had he entertained no ulterior wish, and proposed 

to himself no higher aim, beyond the object already 
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alluded to, he should ill have complied with the claims 
of his sacred function ; but knowing that there is no 
instrument, howerer. feeble, by which the Lord of the 
harvest cannbt promote his own glory, he trusts he 
can say in truth that bis heart's desire and prayer to 
God has continually been, that a divine blessing may 
crown his humble undertaking,, and make it profitable 
for the bringing forth and increase of faith, and of 
every good word and work. 
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RESIGNATION UNDER AFFLICTION. 



Psalm xtvi. 10. 
Be stilly and know that lam God. 

A CONFIDING reliance on the superintending 
Providence of God is the great foundation 
of ineek submission and humble resignation. 
In a dtate of nature man sees God in nothing 
as he ought to see him. He is a practical 
atheist, living without God in the world • 
When however he who commanded light to 
shine out of darkness, has shined into his 
heart, to give him the light of the lyiowledge 
of his glory in the face of Jesus Christ, he 
sees God holding all creatures in his hand, 
and controlling and directing their agency 
' ' after the counsel of his own will. ' ' Hence- 
forth realizing the idea that God is all in 
all, he recognizes his power and influence, 
not only in the works of creation and the 
dispensations of grace, but in all the event* 
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of his providence. Whatever be his allot- 
ment, whether adverse or prosperous, afflic- 
tive or joyous, he stops not, in his more col- 
lected moments, at second causes, but traces 
up his condition to the ordination of him 
who is ** wonderful in coimsel, and excellent 
in working." There are seasons, however, 
amidst the perpetual fluctuations of earthly 
things, wheii the passions of the heart are 
filled wjth:iigita,tion, apd the^ruJfl^ spirits 
are so overwhelmed by successive tides of 
ajBSiction, that the soul seems without An an- 
chor of hope to fix its thoughts on heavenly 
things, and thus soothe its sorrows, and 
calm its grie&. When ^' deep thus calleth 
unto deep," how acceptable to the troubled 
breast would be a voice from heaven speak- 
ing in accents of peace ! Now, that vpice 
.maybe heard. It addresses die sons and 
daught^s of affliction froni the saci-ed , vo- 
lume. It is the voice of the Almighty, the 
gri^at Proprietor and Governor of all things ; 
th^ voice of the wise, the good, and the 
righteous Creator, and that voice says^ ^^ Be 
still, fuid know that I an^ Grod." 
, What an affecting tenderness is express- 
ed in this address I How does the great 
.God graciously condescend to human frailty 



by'aecOsti%fli6 afflicted in langnageadai** 
ed ttythefr fam'tiiig spilrf fe i' Aittidbt the dfli*k 
scenes that surroimd them, h<g does not a^ 
OBtcfe ^eiiiafid that they take pleafttti^e in iM 
''i^vBs And MlIoW* that abe gohig ov^r 
them, but says, **Bfe stiBf' repine not 
at my disp^ifldfttions ; faint not at my rm 
buk^; ** in patience possess you^ souls."^ 
Yschi &i^ now pafesihg trough a proc^fi® Ol^-i 
dAined by infinite wisdom, goodness, andh 
justice ; eildttiie it with calmness, irestraifi^ 
ing eteiyt?rixiiuitnons passion, and bowing^ 
under thii correction with filial reVerfende* 
and godly* fear 1 Now mariffest your sri* 
pt^ike love tdniie, and prove, ■ by avoiding 
th^evifei arid ^kerciising the graces of a state* 
of di^cipHtfte, that you adopt from the heart 
that plotls sentiment of David, " Whom • 
hailte I in heftven but thee, and there is none 
upbn earlSi Idesire in comparison of thee. '^ 
Hdw beautifully is this temper iexhibitisfd* 
in the conduct of many of the scripture 
saints! LookatJbb. Though bereft of his 
children, stripe of his possessions, an^ blast- 
ed in all his earthly pi^dnits— though every 
solace of life had in rapid succession bfeen 
snilt^hed from his grasp, hem^kly exclafaife; 
** laiiEf tord^ve, and the Loird hath takenf 
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awayl felessed • be thte' iiAiiie of the Lord.'* 
Look at Aarion. When his two sons, Nadab ^ 
and Abihn, vrere cut off by a most awful and 
heart-rending judgment,with what calm sub- 
mission did he receive the sad intelligence 
— "Aaron held his peace/' Look at DavW. 
Though involved in great and complicated 
distresses by the wicked and unnatural re- 
bellion of Absalom, no passionate complaint 
escapes his lips, but acknowledging the jus- 
tice of God in his affliction, he humbly says, 
" I was dumb; I opened not my mouth, 
because thou didst it. * Above all; look at 
that bright pattern of every exc^l^ey, the 
Lord Jesus Christ. " Consider him that 
endured such contradiction of sinners against 
himself* — ** He was oppressed, and he was 
afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth : he 
is brought as a Iamb to the slaughter, and 
as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he 
openeth not his moutfii." O happy the man, 
who can thus feel the heavy strokes of di- 
vine correction, and yet rise superior to 
every proud and rebellious th6ught! who 
despises not the chastening of the Lord by 
insensibility under his rebuked, and yet 
maintains a onnmand over the unnily pas- 
sions of his heart ! who, however tried he 
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may be, or hpwey^ ppoulitr iiis snfieriags^ 
yet bcrws before God in aeknQwIedgizimt of 
his sovereignty, righteousness^ and trath I. 

That amidst the agitation of ^ animal spi^ 
ritSv occasioned by ^e sudden and unexr 
pK)cted irruption oiF afflictive providences, 
the reasoning^ of the mmd should partake 
of the confusion, and the soul be for a white 
shaken from its anchor^ is ik> matter of sur-^ 
pri^e,' and calls for sympathy and tender- 
ness* Let however the pious, but afflicted 
soiil, collect its scattered thoughts, and re- 
instate reasoiK on its throne, and how sooii 
is the storm hushed ! how soon are the im- 
patient cry and the irritable feeling ccmtrolled 
and suppressed ! Looking above and be- 
yond the instruments of his grief, he now 
discovers that the hand which struck him 
was^ concealed behind a cloud. It is no 
more an unlucky accident, no more the ma* 
lice of a foe, no more the desertion of an 
inconstant or faithless friend, but he now 
sees that God is the grand agent in his suf- 
ferings, and this thought both softens him 
into submission, and leads him to pray that, 
the purposes and designs of Providence may 
be answered in the painful visitation. 

AlSicted Christian ! art thou' still tossed 

b2 
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with tempests, and not comforted 1 Art 
thou still sowing in tears, without any sight 
or prospect of joyful or even peaceful fruiti 
Perhaps thou art brooding over second 
causes, and aggravating thy distress by 
looking only to the immediate instrument of 
thy trouble, and withdrawing thine eye from 
that gracious Being who orders all things 
for thy good. But does he not say, * what- 
ever be the immediate source of thy anguish, 
ov whoever be the instrument of thy dis- 
tress, '*know that /am God," that it is I 
who am the prime Mover, directing and 
controlling the vicissitudes that befal thee? 
Dwell not on the means by which I effect 
my puiposes, but look to the hand which 
guides and governs all. ^^ Fire and hail, 
snow and vapour^ winds and storms, all ful- 
fil my word ;" therefore *' be stilL" ' Yes, 
Christian, if thou wouldst be composed un- 
der diy afflictions, trace and see God in 
^ery thing. " Shall there be evil in a city, 
and the Lord hath not done it I" Did the 
arrow, shot at a venture, pierce between the 
joints of Ahab's armour, without being di- 
rected by the hand of God ? Mark how 
David recognized the divine influence in the 
outrageous conduct of Shimei, and the hap- 
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py effect it producfed^ in repressing his to- 
gry passkms-H-^* Let him curse, because the 
Lwd hath said unto him, curse David." 
O then sedkrcdief in realizing* th^ same d4rt- 
vihit feelings ; and acquiescing in the wiU 
of heaven, say in thy present circumstances 
of trial,' ^* The cup which my Father hath 
given me, shall I not drink it 1 " . 
. B«it God demands submission on grounds 
which no pious man can or would attempt 
to gainsay. ** I am God," the righteous 
Gdd,^ the wise and gracious God. Yes, 
^* he is the Rock ; his work is perfect, for 
aH his ways are judgment : a God of truth, 
mid without iniquity, just and right is he." 
He seesT that there is much folly bound up 
in. the human heart, . and that nothing but 
tb6 rod of correction can effectually drive it 
out As an antidote therefore to man's in- 
stability and wavering faith, he puts him 
into a school of discipline, visiting him with 
chastenings, and filling his cup with sorrows. 
To hdw many may that pungent question 
be addressed, *' Hast thou not procured 
this to thyself, in that thou hast forsaken the 
Lord, when he led thee by the way'?" 
Perhaps, thou^ Christian, hadst grown n(^- 
ligent, or self-conceited, or worldly-minded, 
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and hadst ceased to be that active, or meek, 
CM* self-denying followed of Jesus thou wart 
wont to be. Perhaps thy heart, through 
the love of the creature, had been less vigi- 
lant and zealous in the ways of the Creator, 
less disposed to live in love with God, and 
in spiritual communion with heaven. He 
first warned thee by his word, leading thee 
to see there, as in a glass, thy sin and thy 
danger ; but thou regardedst not. He then 
perhaps warned thee by his Spirit ; at one 
time accosting thee in accents of gentleness 
and love, at another in a voice of thunder ; 
but still thou didst not hear. What then 
shall he do "i Shall he leave thee to thy own 
waywardness, and not correct thee 'J O no : 
'* what son is he whom the father chasten- 
eth not'?" He has therefore involved thee 
in clouds of darkness, and made thee to 
feel what 9. ** bitter thing it is to sin against 
GJod." AiTaign not his ways. *' Who art 
thou that repliest against God '?" "Shall 
not the Judge of all the earth do right?" 
Rather be covered with shame, and filled 
with humiliation for thy ungrateful declen- 
sions; and blessing the hand that smites 
thee learn to say, with the Psalmist, *' I 
know, O JiOrd, that thy judgments are 
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right/ and that thou in faithfiihiess' hast 
afflicted me." 

Oqd's wisdom is ailother argument, for 
submission, which no christian jcan venture, 
to question. Such is the . infinitude of his 
understanding, that he sees all things in 
their origin, in their connectibUB, in their . 
dependencies, in their remotest effects. Hi 
cknnot therefore be at a loss as to' the best 
methods of accomplishing the purposes of 
his will ; nor can any hesitate, with reason,, 
to I^ave. their concerns in such unerring 
hands. Think, Christian, who is the best' 
judge, thou or God, wheth» the end he hai^ 
in vie^ wl the affliction that oppresses thee/ 
be not worthy of himself, and for thy ulti- 
mate good- Say not, * If this, or that triij 
had been allotted me, I could have meejdy 
bowed to his will, but the pressure under 
which I now bend, I cannot sustain.' Can 
it be that God has mistaken the nature of 
the afBiction requisite for thy well being 1 
Is not . he best qualified to judge of tlie 
scenes through which it is expedient for thee 
to pass % and cannot he make the greatest 
evils of life productive of the richest bless-^ 
i Jigs 1 O remember that * * thou knowest not 
what a day may bring forth,'* and cheer- 
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fUny leftve it to the ** only wise God/' t» 
meastire out thy tribulations both in weight;> 
aild itnimfber, and duration, as seems gobd 
hi' htei sight. At 'present thou mayest not 
tniderstand his dealings with thee, nor se6 
at onw the particular good designed by thjr 
successive and accumulated trials . But what 
though ** his way be in' the sea, ahd hi^ 
path iR the deep wat€M*'^~wiIt thou theiref- 
fbre distniBt hk skilly and qtie^rtipn his wis-' 
dom:1 Thou canst not but know that af- 
fiidticma are as neeessary lor the soul, as the 
Idiift is fop the vine. Let then none of 
tfai^ne^^thiiigs move thee, but walk by feith^ 
itt' Ml assurance that though " what he 
doeth thou hnowest not now, y^ thou shaK 
kaow hereafter/- 

But that which crowns the whole, afrid 
furtiislies the amplest ground for prbttipt 
submission to the wajns of Providence, is thfe 
idtei that God is good. ** Be still; and kiibw 
that I 'am God," ** The Lord God, merciftil 
and gracious, abundant in goodness and 
trirth." Chee«^ing thought! how calculated 
tof inspire the breast with confidence, aiid 
fill it with hopet God is good^ and **ats 
a fikthcr pitieth his children, so does thtei 
Lord pity them that fear him.'* His gpO^- 
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iJe^^uot a^fflict.wilUng^ nor gri^e the 

^l^reii of w€o/' ' 

. I Arid Bhfdl the Chnstjaiij Iaok.wilJi a cioubt- 

<i^ ey^.an the deaHogS) p£ eo itender 4ind af*' 

ipfit]pn»X^ ,:^. pajf^nt^ liet.all thi^ thio^ 

fivUch.ihumaujvrisdom voiddie^ as 

lU^f^^^ which . are against thee^: c a^neea^ 

trate their force, and alight widh t^eir wm?*! 

I|3^ip^d.>fr9%ht m tby,JI;^ad'^^|iU \ttfA Jtho^ifis- 

f<jip|jf][p,of,a FatJwrv\i?boi,iSftpo \fm,to](Wii 

^d ioq good to 4ist^§s»^w;thowt c^s^ej tstiU 

^ti^^ Vj|a|ct i ibeyaqd* dispute, ;.^thati Vr^W the 

ji^3 .Of^dx^ Xwd are ww^4»4 

ij^j^h ;,a& Jke^p.hia covenaftfcanct jhi$^ti^e- 

jpies.'' jThfi^u canstnottbut h^i^f^ thaiiitiia 

^y fpi;vhju?a to rme^e^^^t^^^ 

tfeought^prnper. Ajad can^tfjUajottr^estitm 

the good-will, , th^ loying kindn^psiof JMm 

wjwi? tlfy Godiacovi^fUPiti wJw ii^iqhiHiwi 
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thee fMm everlastkig, ^ho-klts-igii^il^^^M 
QDly/'hkr beloved Sen toradeevt^^^vltii 
his predous bkxxl', viho gives thee hin^ IMIf 
Spirit 46 sanctify thee, and with '■ rwpeetVi 
vlhom thoH hast coyenanted that her shtU'lKe 
thy God, thy portion, thy Saviour e;iid^6atfis- 
tifier ? If he is bringing thee through llife 
fire, can it be without an object 1 Is it not 
to refine thee, as silver is refined, and to try 
thee, as gold is tried 1 Is it not to purify 
thy affections, to wean thee from the worlds 
to elevate thy hopes, to exercise thy faith, 
to excite thee to watchfulness and prayer, to 
keep thee waiting upon God and ever look- 
ing unto Jesus 1 And must not that have 
goodness for its source and its end, which 
promotes such glorious purposes'? "Be 
still" then, and ** let patience have its per- 
fect work." Confide in the perfections, the 
word, the providence, the grace of God. 
Depend on the mediation and all prevailing 
advocacy of the Lord -^esus Christ. Sup- 
plicate the assistance and support of the 
Spirit of grace and consolation, that thy 
strength may be according to thy day. In 
one word, consider " the end of the Lord," 
and cheer thy heart with the reviving 
thought, that though V^ now for a season, if 
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Afse<iibe».^hQu art m heaviness thrpugh ma* 
Difolci temptations/' it is ** that the trial pf 
thy l^th, being much more precious thau pf 
gpld that p^risheth, though it be tried with 
fire, may be found unto praise, and honourj 
and gloryi bI the appearing of tiie Lord 
Jesus Christ" 
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REFLECTION H. 



•■ 1 » 



THE OHRISTJLAN BUILDIXC^^ 



1 Cor. VI. 9. 
Ye are Gods^ building. 

When we behold a stately edifice reared at 
vast expence, and finished with exquisite re- 
gularity, beauty, and order, we reasonably 
conclude that it was designed by a skilful 
architect, and destined for a valuable eud. 
Of God's building this is pre-eminently the 
case. The grand fabric he is raising from 
age to age, and which cost a price that no 
finite mind can calculate, was planned by in- 
finite wisdom, while the end proposed is no 
less than the everlasting inhabitation of the 
great Master-builder himself, as in a resting 
place where he delights to dwell. 

Let the believer contemplate his high 
privilege, his noble destiny. Let him con- 
trast his present state and future prospects 
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with \irhat he once was, and adore the grace 
that has made him to differ, not only from 
others, but from his former self. Though 
in his original creation he was the temple of 
the living God, this temple, by man's apos- 
tacy , had become waste and desolate. Hence 
the believer was once a. building in ruins. 
The stones of the sanctuary were poured 
out, the altar thrown down,the holy fire extin-^ 
guished, and the glory of the Lord departed. 
Thus decayed and ruinous, it had become 
the habitation erf dragons, and the cage of 
eV6iy unclean and hurtful beast. The prince 
(# (la^khess erected his throne within, and 
j^ip^0 darkness inwrapped the wild and de- 
^I4tej waste. But what has God wrought ! 
pit of the very ruins in which the temple 
lay, he his raised a more lasting structure^ 
k building that cannot wax old, '' a habita- 
ihii for himtself througlv the Spirit." He 
Iks e^cted fi*om their chosen seat the prin- 
cipalities and powers of darkness, which 
oti^ had dominion there ; and shining with 
his radiance amidst the surrounding gloom, 
has shed a clear and cheering light within 
arid around the fabric which his own arm has 
rebuilt. The sad inscription, '* Here God 
once dwelt," is removed and gone, and we 
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now see on its, portal, ''This ismy re«t for 
ever ; here vriH I dwell, for I have a de- 
light therein/* '' 

Happy they Mrho have been wrought for 
this self same thing! They "shall dwell 
on high : their place of defence shall be the 
munition of rocks: bread shall be givea 
them, and their water shall he sure : their 
eyes thall see the king in his beauty. " 

What Christian can think of this blessed 
change, and not be moved 'J Who can re- 
joice in his lot, and not give glory to God^ 
Let every believer, then, ** look urito the 
rock whence he has been hewn, and to the 
hole of the pit whence he.has been digged/* 
and gratefully acknowledge that he is ' 'God'^ 
building ;" that to the skill and power 6t 
the great Master-builder must be traced 
the formation of the wondrous design, and ' 
its gracious and happy execution ; and that 
nothing but the effectual concurrence of his 
providence and good Spirit, could have dir 
rected and overruled circumstances and 
events to the accomplishment of the mighty 
work. 

Well also may the believer admire the 
expedient devised by the wise Architect tor 
the re-construction of the original edifice. 



©p^iji^ft ipj^irwh. Jftpi?;^^t9 ^yrsIJLagdin 
vrith.ii^p,;QlQ^^op|?tte^ ft w^ fisff{tb«r. re- 
storation to his favor, and for tj^ D^tum^of^ 
^ Holy;^puri|i , to^ ^fe^r , l^^^ti^^ » i^j ^xeifect 
i^qi^}s%ef^y wi^h.ttie honoF of ihedittoe per- 
%rtji3i^,,by tbettiadiatiw of hisfSon^l tflBe- 
b^Jdf'' 8*i<* h^ ** I Jby kv2^« for 9i£oim(k- 
tig^ a s^ne^ a tried stpne^ a, piidc|oi|$ coro^ 
stone, a ^gj^rie foundation 1' hd that) JMiev^h 
KhaU.po^^aHe h{^,'\. shall, oipt i)^ «$tiruck 
iQ^o.ponsteojfation u|H>a the . appearance of 
danger^ npr driven to mi^awful meabs of de* 
liTeritt^ee. " Behold my servant^ whom I 
i^eJd; mine elect, in whom- my soul de* 
ligbteth ; I have put my Spirit \kp6n him ; 
^ev sjiall .bring forth judgment ; nirto the 
Reptiles." . f . 

; f J^h, l^elieven is^ti^y fotuodUCfon^ a^ fonn^ 
^f^^oa of divine «pppin;tm&nti* and ^' Other 
^i|E^ai(tion can no . man lay ^' ' ^ Thy trust is 
fes^jilton an imnH^veable basis. The pc«"$on, 
blpo4y aaid righteousness of Chrkt constitute 
^,rf}ck fiiOT. ft«d str<^Bg^ sura stod . certain, 
^bJQ and; everkstingjj ii^ vihU^'tjie storm 
of death and judgment will **^ sweep awty 
ihijse >^ho trust in i^frfug^ of Ue^ and ol^r- 
^jq^ their VMmg' ' plai^e^ ' - thofi' shal t ^ ^ istand 

fast fis thy Jlock, a«td ^ thy ifaithirir Witoess 

c2 
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iaheavfn." ; Once thou stiimbleclst at this 
fitumbJing-stoue, beUig *' without Chri^ti an 
alien from the commonwealth of Israeli and 
a stranger from the covenants of promise, 
having no hope, aiwl without God in th^^ 
.^orld ;'' but now (O glorious change !) *'in 
,Christ Jesus, thou, who wast sometimes fer 
off^ art made nigh by the blood of Christ:," 
and hast made him the foundation of all thy 
hope of Mernal life and happiness. Hencefor- 
ward shew forth his praise. Having ''tasted 
apd seen how gracious the Lord is," bear 
mtnesa to othei:^, from thy ^wn experienice, 
ii^t he is '' a tried stone, a sure foundation,' ' 
• t able, to save to. the uttermost all that come 
uato God by him." 

But while the behever rejoices in thjp 
strength, stability, and idurableness of his 
foundation, let him be solicitous not to dis- 
grace it by a superstructure composed of 
unsuitable materials. The foundation on 
which he stands, demands pure principles, 
jKOire motives, pure hopes. And yet,, wjiat 
sad and strange appearances often^disfigure 
the edifice ! What hay, wood, and stubble ; 
what superstition, ignorance, and error min-r 
gle with the materials of the building ! Such 
is the strength of natural corruption, such 
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th6 overwhelming influence! of deep-rooted 
habite aikd early pr^Wices, that iEieitheir 
la|fee of years, nor the dispensations of Pro- 
videnoe, nor the light of divine tratk' can 
correct' the unseemly Wemish. Lord ! ^tt- 
lighten, us by thy Hdiy Spirit, and guide iw 
iixto all truth ! O give us senses spirituaDy 
exi»x^ised, that vre may distinguish dross 
from gold and silver and precious stones, 
and use 'only such materials as may tend to 
thfe glory of thy name ! 
; Nor let the Christian content himself with 
the goodness of hjs materials. However 
pure these maybe, and « however solid his 
foundation; the building will be incomplete 
and useless, if not erected according to the 
plan. O then for a discerning eye to trace 
its admirable proportions . as delineated in 
the word of God, and as exhibited, in away 
of model, in the life of the adorable Savi- 
our! Fix thine eyes upon this fair pattern, 
and behold every thing that can adorn and 
dignify human nature. Contemplate his 
meekness, patience, and fortitude ; his hu^ 
mility, self-denial, and temperance; his 
truth, sincerity, and uprightness ; * his piety 
towards God, and ardent zeal for history; 
his tender compassion to men, and lave for 
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Jifl^v^ 9v4 tTjatceit* ouitf iu^ with si^H^ri?, 
aiaiji^ J9>itAte its pplouring .with m^h, P^f^^t- 
ogsia,, it^at, V tW wme mind may be ir^^i.tibq^ 
^I^Jch ^ip^ iu Christ tJesus," To th^ glwy 
^f^tfee ?^i»e hefitveiily Fatjier^ ietieyery^^r 
9ft%,be consecrated. In the^ervice pf iji^. 
^9me hea^veoly Master, let all thy inei^^r^t 
W yielded as instnuneuts. of xighteojifSQi^f 
"Beholding as in a glass the glojy*of.jth« 
|u0rd," aim and pray to be", changed ipjo 
^e same image,, froix^ glory to glory, even 
^^ by the Spirit of the Lord." . .,. , 

Connected with a buildings the belieyj^^" 
¥)^ill recognise another idea — progress. Not 
oij(Iy js, it true, that " the whol^ body fitly 
^an^d tosgqthey in Christ groweth untQji 
I|ply temple in the Lord," by an acqes$icai 
q^: new converts, but every ^^mber pjf . t\^ 
same, iu. bis vocation and ministry, inpre^^? 
et^;>¥|th the increase of God. .";Thei paijhi 
of . th?! just is as the shining, iig^it » i iW^jcb 
shine^h mpre and mai;a unto rthe per^^pt 
day.'.' Xhi$ is as it shpuld be., ,But ala^j 

MfiUi haw n^iany does the work stan,4 Mi^ J 
yeSv^atherse^m to d:ecline, fpr wantpf thait 
sinapjicity pi faith aftd cQm?i^]f n . for thct Her 
dmner's g^ory,; witjb^ which thf^y w^^ .Oft?e 
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filled ! At first they Jaid aside every weighl^ 
and were seen oti the full' stretch to gam 
'' tht end of their faith, even the salvatioil 
of their douls." Creation was too circum*- 
scribed to confine their aspirations, aiMl 
they would break through its limits in eager 
search after God, as their supreme good; 
Nothing could satisfy their desires' but fefe' 
lowship with the Father, and with his Soti 
Jesus Christ; and present interest, ease, 
and pa^ion were cheerfully sacrificed 'to 
prevent the interruption of the delightfid 
intercourse. But they have ♦*Ieft their firdt 
love. ' ' Their holy ardor has been damped^ 
and coldness and indiffbreiice ' have criJpt 
over them, andberiumbed their spiritual fa* 
culties, • They '* have need that 6ne teack 
theiltt again which be the first principles, of 
the oracles of God, and are become such as 
have need of milk, and not of strong meat. • *. 
Let them blush at a change, not for the bet-r 
ter, but for the worse. But thou, believer, 
make ftill proof of thy calKng, and advance 
with thy work. Cultivate a growing ac- 
quaintance with God, and a more intimate 
communion with the Son of his love. ' ' Let 
thy profiting appear unto all men," by ^a 
^ttled abhorrence of that which is evil, and 
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ill increased " fruitfulness in every good 
l^d and work.** " Add to thy faith, vir- 
itae ; and to virtue, knowledge ; and to know,- 
ifedge^ temperance j and to temperance, pa- 
tiepce ; and to patience, godliness ; and to 
Llinesd, brotherly kindness ; and to bro- 
lerly kindness, charity." Act faith in the 
Sternal Spirit, to draw forth life and inftu- 
eiacfe to make thy religion a living, active 
l^trrsuit, and to present it lovely and bean- 
tiifiil in the eyes of the world. " They that 
wtdt upon the Lord shall renew their 
strength : they shall mount up with wings 
all eagles ; they shall run, and not be weary; 
iliey shall i^alk, and not faint." Be ever 
looking upward then with sljx expecting eye, 
and under the influence thus derived from 
thy Father in heaven, *' grow in grace, and 
in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour, 
Jesus Christ," till *'he shall bring forth the 
headstone with shoutings, crying, Grace, 
grace unto it!" 

Look at this goodly edifice. How state- 
ly, how fair, how glorious within ! Survey 
its foundation. Examine its superstruc- 
ture. Contemplate its symmetry . It is God's 
building. It is stamped with his impress ; 
and ^^ no weapon that is formed against it 
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shall prosper." The rain of temptation may 
descend upon it; the JBloods of persecntiop 
may be poured out upon it ; the winds of 
divers and strange doctrines may blow har4 
upon it, but " the gates of , hell shall not^ 
prdv^Ail against it/' yVhen the great Ar- 
chitect shall •* lay judgment to the line, an4 
righteousness ta the plwnmet," and every 
other fabric shall be levelled to the ground, 
^is building shall sta,Qd secure, and defy 
eVery storm. Supported by the promise, 
the oath, and the omnipotence . of Jehoyaht 
should a|l nature go to wreck, and Sj&4,s.^t;^4 
land and heaven and earth be blended tor 
^ther, this building, should survive jtbe 
chftp^) for it is fQim4^d upon, a ^Rock. 
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tBE CHRISTIAN COMPLETE IN CHRIST. 



COli. n. 10. 

Ye ore complete in him. 

That man in himself is "wretched, and 
ixiiserable, and poor, and blind, and naked/' 
is the lesson, not otoly of Scriptmre, but of 
daily experience. Ever since the fell there 
has been a void in his soul, a somethii^ 
wanting to make him happy. Man feels 
this void, and various are the remedies to 
which he has recourse, in succession, to 
supply the defect, and heaJ the wound. 
There is, however, but one remedy which 
can lay claim to sovereign efficacy, and 
reach iJie deep-seated miseries of his feUen 
nature ; a remedy provided, revealed, and 
recommended by God himself. The Scrip- 
tures represent Christ Jesus, and him cru- 
cified, to be this remedy ; and describe him 
«& having fully answered the demands of 
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the broken law, and therefore as **able to 
save to the^ittexnapst ,all that come unto 
Godby him.'^ 'Tneyi^tbdoAh him to be 
the repairer of the-bi:each between the Cre- 

having undertaken to procure for sinners a 
title to heaven by his obedience unto death, 
and a meetness ?for dt by, the grace of his 
Spirit. They set him forth as the alone 
source of all spiritual blesi^iigs to his peo- 
ple, and reveal him as having engaged not 
o&ly ta save them from the domimon of sin, 
fran^^he power of the devil,; and fromtfaR^ 
biiter painn of eternal death, but also to 
iftMike'them the ehildi^dn of Gx>di ^nd hem 
f^f iHr^bestiilg life. ^ . ; ■. iC.x; 

>4) i^h^ unaearehable Are thei riphes i rf 
Charkrt^^ 'ami fa<^w ha^py they^who hav^iif^ 
i^eeHf' teken- out of tha^olive teee wbioh/is 
Wild by nattirey and giufted^ xximtmry to nft«*^ 
tjtf^ iftto^he true olii^ tree, partake of l3le 
l^t a|id ft*nessi thereof i By virtue of thair 
)»yii^'^th tfaet Son of 'Qod, they 'have crau^ 
tiknlott'^ith hi& in ^ery office which be- 
ItMgi^ toi his nledia^torial ehara<^ter,^ and ea«- 
jO^ every thing requisite to their salvation. 
Wiietii^r in respect of wisdom, or righte^^ 
ou^tte^i' or jsanetification, -Or redemption. 
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Christ is «f'6od -made -all this vatot thsoD^^ 
•ai3td ttity •** aw cDmpleteiin hinL'n . V 

Sttdi is the -natural Uiadnesa of the^fau-: 
'Biah iteaft, thai tnan, (imenlighten^' from 
^aboTe,: is dtogefther/^igsbranti oft hiamlfi 
^andcrf'thetbin^ ofGod. 'The diMiig^is 
tnot pecblilir to any rank or x^losg^r coaHi<^ 

tion of Bien ; it is the state^of maftkind^^^ 
'^fallen creature^ ; ^and* ifvliidth^ <ihey h^fOOt 
-imd illiterate^ or >gk*0at and learned; ^tlsi^f 

haVe'their understanding go darkened^f^ud 
^are 80 'ledtenated from the Kfe of iS^ 
^through the ignorance that is in them, >that 
< they -know neither their disease ii3K)r tKeir 
■remedy, neithertheevilbf sin not- tii^nfe^ 

cessity of Christ, without the ilbimiiKMion 

of God- ^ Holy Sprit. {No«ooner^ however; 

as tke sinner ianited to theSavicnrribyiaitiv^ 
' ing £adth, • than Christ beeomes hikiwikdmifti 
^By his 'Spirit he diwells 'in ibelievers as^Uieir 

light, arnicas the > Sun- of RrghteOustadrt 

fehinesintatheir'bearts. iHe whotisi ^^le 
-^tsdoupof tiod'' becxmiea their ^¥i8ddni,Ha^ 

gives ^^hemi i such * an insight i > iatoi^ s^iyibe 

thiig>^4 asriKXStrength of intelleet, no human 
'teaehtngv could peaaiblyjuBnable thekn to ae^ 
-quir^^ r ** No man knoirethi tiie Badierfb^it 
t diei Soai and he ;to>itrhdinso0iiep the^Sco will 



complete m Chria. 39' 

reveal him. ' * Christ is placed between the • 
eye of faith and God the Father. ^^ No man 
hath seen Gk)dat any time ; the only begot- 
ten Son^i which is in the. bosom of the Fan 
ther^ he hathideclared him.!' ^^ In him are 
hid all the treasurestof wisdom, and know* 
ledge ;" and *^ the Comforter,, which is*the 
Holy Ghost^'' ei/ien the. Sjiiritcf truths sOi 
reoeives of his^ and shews it unto his peo-^ 
plei that they ^^ kncMve that the. Son o£ God 
isiCoAiey and hath given them an under* 
standing, that lliey may know him that is 
true," t 

Who can sufficiently; lamcait the condition 
of the highrminded sinner who, having* 
n6\iW4beeii made^ sensible ofiiis own folind- 
u^»*aiidi^iorance^ j*epaiiB>not to Christ for 
divine, ilhimination. ^idi >wiadom; It was 
saidbty the apostieiofi certain characters in 
his day, ^^ Someiha^va not the. knowledge of 
God 1 1 spei&k thisi to^ your shame/' And: 
may not the sameJbe saidof.mimy^ nowl 
Alas! how> many anewilfiilly and coiutent* 
edly ignorant! ^fThe light shinetbin dark- 
ness, and the darknesS; compcdiendeth it 
not«" Unhappy creatonesj ^ir ignorance 
is their sit ; andyek<itiaso^ross and pal-^ 
pabljp, that it iXiiioeaJkirom their view both- 






koowleti^'?''"- ;SRaii 'i^ fcrfeitjernb^all^lQi 'to 
be assufal by liiua S^Ho f^, trdtfi itB^Ii? J^t 
when IV^'** i^ heiT»Ieii^frdai heavish ift'fiwrrf 
ing'firei he'wift take V^fl^i^EiCe pti'ihha 
that kno* not' <3od, ^dopey'^ot'itegpS- 
pel of our- Lord JeSiia Chfistr'' OVtha* 
Such'mity lift up their hearts in prayer fSH 
the 'enlightening Spirit, and pJead with the. 
great Teadherof his church their vciy njee?! 
of instruction, aa an argument of notice, fOr 
" he giveth wisdom liberally, and upbraiil'- 
eth not." , , --.'•''• 

Bufv^o can express ihe tto8pe410ljle' 
blessfedn'ess of those who can truly sAyi:Mih 
St. Paul, "We have received, not' the f^i^' 
rit of the world, but the Spirit V'Til^jy-bf 
God, that we m^ht knbw th6 thii^sr '^itf 
ai'e freely given to us of God.". Aid ftf js 
thy privilege, believer, to .enjoy this Hs^- 
piness. Having beeii convinced of thy ^ilt 
and misery in a state of nature, an4 »eieff 
and felt the necessity of aSaviour, tbou hast 
been taught to approach by. Christmas' (he 
only way to the knowledge, communion, 
and love of God, and to buHd upon bis per- 



sffli, wordt and vnmK M t}»«.ftIoae bHt ^nre 
foiutdatioa of thy hope of eternal life. Let 
tjtie wise, roan glory in his wisdom ; let the 
n^gUtyiDftn glory in his might; Icttlieiich 
inaa ffiory- iQ his riches ; it is 4 true source 
^.giory, atid it is thy glory, that thou ' ' un- 
d^^tandest aud knoweat the Lord, -which 
e^e^ciseth loving- kindness, judgment, and 
TJ^IfteoiiBDess in the earth." O inestimable 
priVilere! O glorious at^iiuneat! tokaoW 
ttm (mty true God, and, Jestw (!7&^ whom 
lie liath sen^^to Have the' wiBdoni' of .tlie 
t'other made tl^ wisdom — to ^ have aa 
liiictioa from the Holy Oow, ^ad know alt 
tHiDgs" — to have " the anointing .which 
ttfQU hast received of him abiding in .thee, 
8A:that thou needest not that any mas teaoh 
t^"^-Tnot only to be ma.de vase, hut te be 
ip^d^ wise unto salvation! Trnly may it 
If^ ^[{irm^d, that " haj^y. is the jieople that 
i^m 8U<^ a ^lase ; yea, nappy iB the people 
wfabse God is the Lord !'■ 
.<'ti is i^ot sufficient, Tiowever,,that CJhrist 
is jinade wisdom to his people! Inasmuch 
i^ '^^1 h,ave sinned, and come diortof the 
glory of God*" there is a guiltiness, iipoa 
their persons wHich exposes them to the sen- 
tence of coudeffiumtioof Xhi@ senteas^ ua 
'" " v^ ■■ 
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bbedieiu^e of 'inant tAn cancel or reverse; for 
^^ty the dded^ of the; laW' shall no flesh liv- 
kg be justified,'* HeiQce -Christ is revealed 
BB made righte!M$nis& ijo bis people. He 
Game eiqprtesly tb ;^^ make an end of sia^ 
;lad to bring in an- everlasting righteoncr* 
itess^' ' ^^ vrhich is unto all, and upon aJl lAmasi 
4hat believe." What he did and suffered, 
he did and suffered in their place and stead. 
i ^ He who knew no sin, became sin for them, ' ' 
that'they who hadno justify ing righteousness, 
jQiight become ** the righteousness of Grod 
in him." This righteousness is said to be im- 
puted to, or placed to the account of, all that 
truly believe ; even as their sins were im- 
puted to Christ, when*' the Lord laid on 
him the iniquities of us all," and /'he suf- 
fered, the Just for the unjust, to bring us to 
God." Hence that adorable name given 
him in the prophetic page — "The Lord our 
Righteousness." Hence his righteousness 
is repi^esented, in ihe same pagei as the 
ground of all the confidence and hope of his 
believing people— ''In thy name shall they 
rejoice all the day long, and in thy righte- 
ousness shall diey make their boast." 
Hence, when wrath maketh inquisition for 
sinners, and justice demands a righteous- 
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]i€^ef one wfacrig in Christy oii account df 
¥Mck Ue noayi h& est^eni^d' righteonsi tin di€ 
3^bt ofi God^^^Supeil^^^ shall iiich! an one 
sifj In!the*]|^ord halve I right^ousneaus and 
slrei^thL'- The law is fulfilled, its com* 
mandsive obeyed,^ its sanction is satisfied^ 
it&ca^se is exhausted ; and therefore, though 
a snmer in himself^ he is ^^ accepted in the 
Bddved." 

O what grace, and love, and security, is 
exhibited here I Though Christ crucified n 
despised and rejected of multitudes ;; though 
this medium of acceptance, thi^ foundation 
of libpe, this pledge of good will to men, 
is disallowed by those whose lofty looks are 
yet unhiimbred, whose haughtiness has ne- 
Var yet been brought low, nor their mouths 
opened to confess their guilt and vileness, 
and to cry for mercy ; " to them that believe 
it is) the power of Grod, and the wisdom of 
God." Not only is there ** now no con- 
demnation to them which are in Christ Je- 
sus;" not only is "the handwriting which 
wais against them blotted out, being nailed 
to his cross;" not only is their debt folly 
paid, and the bond cancelled by the exac- 
tion of the penalty from the Surety ; not 
only are their sins forgiven, but forgotten ; 
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tkey.4re^s aectu^irom punisfaanent airif 
theiy ,Jbia4 x^ver offiwded; /Hheir sins and 
iiuquit^s;i^ I rem^ber pomore/' . Ni^^. 
tbsy . Are acqepted aa ri^jbiteous before God i , 
£m: U:j^y ,are ^': found in. Ckrist^ Dot. having 
tl^u^,awiirightBaQaQeas^^.\^^ is of the law^ 
bi;t idbatrvrhiek is throu]^ the fiiith of Christ^^ 
tlie ri^teoijusiiess wUdiis of Gc^ by faith.'' . 
tii^ppy^ happy believer, united as thou art, 
to iChrist by a liyoig ftikh, thot^ canst ner . 
veiTfperish. Omnipotence is thy guairdianv ; 
"The eternal God is tliy ref age, aad unt|er-f. 
n^aih are the ev^asting .arms». Day by. 
day thou art a child of God's love, ,au. ob- 
j^ of his almighty care, and an heir of his 
infilii^ly gloorious kingdom. To thee be-^ 
lo^ jthe prosGtises , of guidance, protection^ 
an4; support throng life ; . of victory over 
d^aib } and of an inheritance, beyond the. 
gBayev rwhich is ** incorruptible, undefiled,^ 
an]d:t]iat£a4eth notaway.^ The. gift unto 
justification vouchsafed to thee, is a gift of 
thq jrighjteQusnessofthy Ixu-d and Savipur 
Jc^. C)|inst ; ,who, having been made per^: 
fed; through sufferings, has . merited all spir 
ritual hlejssings for his people, and thus 
given thee doill security that thou shalt ne- 
ver perisdi, but shalt have eternal life. 



Nec^sai^ *tf^ 1|^ tJie ^H^6tsi(fels V^ 
Ghrfe^^0 jii'giity thtijimt^Au^ firing 4 m 
«g?rtof God, itbniy t6tistJthilJs'liis*M^to^ 
the heaVenly iuherttaiide: ' ' Btit! '' iM^'m 
'^criijceivefd' in^in, arid bora in ' Ihlqiiity ;"** 
and a3 none "can brings a cleili^lliiii|^'dutd!^; 
aii trnQldan/'there mtr^t b^' it rttieWf bf 
the iieari to holiness befofre' he citi be-ki^et 
for the lieaVehlif gloi^/ Pdf tffe jpufj^*i&^ 
GHrist is made s(mcttfickH6n to liis "jpfedpkf* 
He ^ not only ah a11-su)£cien^ S^LVioif lf<i^ 
the removal of thfeir guilt,; aild f* tih^ii* ^- 
o6vef y b the faVoi^ of Ocifl, bnt he has al^d 
prticured for theni ail all^jdffitidht Satiji^^ 
to deliver thetofronr tte '[I'oMrw of Sii; iid ioit' ^ 
their rest6ration to thedivine imit^e. •''Bfeiii^^^ 
uiiitfe^ to Ohrifet by his'ijuickeniiig S^itUy ' 
tHey'^ot bnfyredeive^'thegfftofW^t^ili- 
ne^s'f jas their title to cJternaf life, bht a nfev^- 
Aiid iibiy nature froii their covenattt'Heiia, 
by which- they are enabled' ttf waflc ih hH 
fear, and live to his glory. As He cjsiiii^ 
dbivn from heavjbn ' to pjirchase for his peo- 
ple the gift of the Sp?rit, so he has^asceiiddd 
up into heaven that he inight fill* each, ac- 
cording to his capacity, with all the fulness of 
God . Being joined to the Lord, they are one 
Spirit with him,united to their great Mediator 
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aod Maater by one common bond, as mem* 
bars to their head, and participating, in theii:' 
measure,, of the same blessedinfluencesand- 
operations^ Christ dwells in their hearts as 
a Peity in , his temple, making, them parta- 
kers of^ a divijoe nature, and commimioat]xig> 
of the filings of his grace for their increase 
in holiness^ till they ^^ come imto a perfect 
mao,'' and ^*are clmnged into his own 
ima^, from glory to glorjveven as by.the 
Spirit of the Lord." 

Qb ! how is that man to be congratula4:ed»; 
who can trace in his soul thiese blessed efr^ 
fects of being graft^ into the true vine, an4 
paitakii^ of. the root and fatness of the) 
^re^ ! Should the shafts of infidelity assait 
him on every side, he stands immoveable ^.s. 
a rock. He depends not on intellectual e£* 
f6r|^ to detect the fallacies^ . and retort the 
difficulties, of every bold objector to the di- 
vine ^authority of his reUgion ; he has the 
witness in hims,elf ; the gospel, has been 
made the power of God to his salvation. 
In reply to every unholy suggestion, his 
laJQgifQge will be, * I know that '* the gra^e 
of God bxingeth salvation," for, with a di- 
vine influence, it has saved me. Once, >* I 
was^ di^rkness, but now am I light in the 



-:fi^by*W6%k)6d--of ehrist.'" ' 0fi'ce,'tS*(*8 
-•^fifelish, disobedlcAit, deceived, Bcrvii^ di^' 
«^'Iflsta>and f}teit»ui^;" bt^ ndWT Kfi(- 
^Me' iti (tttt'litertywherMh ehiist hji^ 
Artdifr me free." "He luis *^puthfe Spmt 
■#ItbiD me, and catt^ed'rae to walkia hissta-' 
'^tes,bnd tokeep hiff jndgmeote, ^d todc) 
them." He has written ** his law m rty 
• W^d,*''ftnd"^«hedabr6ad his love in nay 
.htort, by the-Uoly Ghost." ■ He hiis'disco- 
-4fti*d to me the rkhee of hisgoodnefes, wid 
drttWft my heart andaffections to heaven and 
ilxiiventy thin^. He has given me "all 
joy usd peace inbelievihg," au earnest an'J 
■fofettofeofthateveriaating salvation, which 
feWseW*d itfhetfvfefl'for me.' Such is the 
otofidenee tif theienlijghtGued and establish- 
6i^ Cfiriistuai. ■■ '"^Wi^ed, sanctified, justi- 
Sedyiffthe'bSffie.of "tie Lord Jesus, and by 
tfctf'^ritcjf oufGod." he can repel every 
■ fifery-dart, andappeal tf» the witness of the 
S^nHt 'Y^ithin him; that " Christ died for our 
" o^nfeeSi-androsea^aihtorottrjastification," 
And 18' this the m!a:a whoin'thfe woHdJ pro- 
'iestee 4» pky , •uid regards v/kh jealousy and 
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suspicion T Is this the man ^cmi the^ men 
of tke world have sometimes in derisioii, 
Jlnd a proverb trf reproach, whose life they 
aiccount madness, and his end to be withOitt 
honour? Be it so: it is thy ccmifort, Christ 
tian, that ^' the Lord taketh pleasure in Im 
people, that he will beautify the meek with 
flidvation;" and while they are going throng^h 
deserts, where there is no way, thou canst 
adopt the exulting language of the prophet, 
** J will greatly rejoice in the Lord ; my 
sQul shall be joyful in my God ; for he hath 
dothed me with the garments of salvation, 
he. hath covered me with the robe of right- 
eousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself 
with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth 
herself with her jewels." 

Thus is Christ made wisdom, righteous- 
ness, and sanctification to believers. But 
as they are yet conflicting, while in the 
body, with "the lust of the flesh, the lust of 
the eyes, the pride of life,'* and the powers 
of darkness, that they may be ^^ complete 
in him,^^ he is also made unto them redemp" 
tiaru Naturally enslaved to the power of 
their lusts, and the dominion of Satan, their 
life is still a warfare ; and did he not gird 
them with strength, and make theii- way 
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perfect, defeat ^lust ]9e inevitable.^ Bu^tnp: 
4|eiwho eaaligliitened them by his wi^oui, 
fM;i4 justified them by his righteousness^ and 
f^nctified^them by his Spirit, will also rQ- 
4e^i» thiem from all evil, rescue them from 
^ivery danger, and eni;ich them with eveiy 
ijblessmg. Though now enthroned in glori- 
ifim mtjesty^ he is not upmindful of his gre^t 
idesign,. but as the Prophet, Priest, and 
King of his people he still instructs them by 
•jiis woi;d and Spirit, still presents their per- 
pons and services acceptable to the Father 
lllirough: his merits, still protects them by 
hi» power from all their enemies, and dis- 
l^nses among them the invaluable gifts of 
his purchase; nor will he cease from his 
mediatorial undertaking, till he has raised 
tlw^ir sleeping dust from the grave, and ex- 
^^dted them to sit upon his throne for ever- 
more. Of each one of his faithful people he 
^says, *' Because he hath set his love upon 

• me, therefore will I deliver him. I will set 

* him on high, because he hath known, my 
name. He shall call upon me, and I will 

.answer him ; 1 will be with him in trouble ; 
I will delivOT him and honour him. With 
long life will I satisfy him, and shew him 
my salvation, " 

B 
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WJiat JQy», what peace, what Iqve, should 
fill the breast of the true Christian, in cq^- 
templatiDg the aflectiou^te care and concern 
of the Lord his Redeemer ! Who is he tha^t 
can harm thee, defended as thoa art by 
Omnipotent grace. Having received Christ 
Jesits the Lord, so as to serve him in sin- 
gleness of heart, thy sins are paixloned, thy 
person accepted, thy triumph sure ^.nd cer- 
tain. No weapon formed against thee can 
prosper. That coodescending promise, 
*'Lo, I am with you always, even unto the 
end of the world," is a fo\l assurance that 
every device of the enemy shall be defeated 
to his own confusion, and overruled to keep 
thee safe within the foldL Thou shalt be 
preserved from temptations superior to thy 
strength, or thy faithfiil Redeemer will, 
" with the temptation, make a way to es- 
capCj that thou mayest be able to bear it." 
Whatever trials may be allotted thee, they 
are all under the direction of infinite wis- 
dom and love, and all working tc^ther for 
thy good. Be not cast down, then, if thy 
i-oad be occasionally rough and thorny. 
Rather press forward in dependence on Je- 
sus, and thou shalt lind that he has not en- 
gaged in. vain to lead his people safely 
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throtig^ fire attd through neater, but that hjs 
grace' shall be sufficient for thee, and his 
s^iigth' tiia4e perfect in thy wea:knessi 
il!lpi^ stand fkst in the evil day» alnd thou 
^hdjt;nQt be ashamed AOr confoiund^d.^orld 
\vit9i0ut end. United to Christ, God is thy 
Fftthpr, aiid heaven is thy home. Coip- 
piet^ in Christ, thou shelt ' be saved to the 
uttermost, and saved with an everlasting 
salvation. 
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The divine perfections furnish a subject for 
contemplation, which nothing can surpass 
for grandeur or usefulness. It is true, 
there is an exalted majesty^ eaeompassing 
them, which presents to mortal eyes an ob- 
scuring medium, and prohibits a discovery 
of the fulness of their excellency/ but such 
is the splendour that breaks in upon the en- 
lightened understanding from the mere 
glimmerings of their gloiy, that no subject 
can fill the mind with nobler conceptions, 
or be productive of greater benefit , to the 
heart. Viewed in connection with their bear- 
ing on his rational creatures, the perfections 
of God assume a character highly interesting 
and important. Like the miraculous cloud 
which conducted the Israelites through the 
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desert, they exhibit a different aspect as it 
respects his ^eqds and,l)i^ ^emies. To 
the one, they are dark aiid cheerless ; to 
the other, full of light and comfort. The 
divine (miH9ci«iipa, ia pfurtiQulur,: ^ singu- 
larly calculated to awaken in the reflecting 
mindsensationsof joyor fear; and widely 
different must be the kdjH^sion, according 
to men's characters, when a lively convic- 
tion of thesolemtt truth— ^** thoii; God, seest 
me" — is brought home vrith power to the 
hekrt. 

That God is every where present, and 
that his eyes are as ** a flame of fire," pierc- 
ing through every disguise — ^that **he is 
about cu^ path and about our bed, and spi- 
eth out all oui* ways- * — ^that " he has set our 
iniquities before him, and bur secrcit sins in 
the light of hk ^iouUtenanfce"-^that he is 
privy to eVery iiUagittatimi of the hteart, and 
that '^* in hiito We lite, aild inove^ and have 
our being"— this is a point universally al- 
loiYed in' wo'rdk, tboUgh alasl the greater 
pait of m'^nldnd s^m to go on from day to 
day without any di^inct consciousness of it 
in the mind, pursuing their wicked ways, 
and indulging their unrighteous thoughts, 
with as little apprehension of danger, as if 

e2 
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they were never to meet God in judgment. 
O with what fulness of evidence will this 
grefit truth flash upon the guilty conscience 
in that dread day, when the books shall 
be opened, and the dead shall be judged out 
of the things which are written in the books, 
according to their works ! 

How alarming to the profiigate sinner is 
the affecting thought of the divine omnisci- 
ence ! • Remember to thy dismay, that the 
eye of God is upon thee* He ha^ been the 
immediate witness of all thy abominations ; 
of thy profanation of his name, thy violation 
of his sabbaths, thy contempt of bis ordi^ 
nances. He has marked thy every act of 
lewdness and intemperance, of violence and 
fraud, of cruelty and expression. He has 
watched thy rebel heart in all its deceitful 
windings, and desperately wicked plots and 
contrivances. He has seen thy cold forget- 
fulness of the Author of all thy mercies, and 
thy base and scornful rejection of the riches 
of his grace. In vain dost thou attempt to 
cheat thy soul Avith the pretence of secrecy, 
by shunning the eye of thy fellow- worm ; 
God's all-seeing eye is ever upon thee, and 
from his piercing look no vail can cover thee, 
no darkness hide thee, no distance conceal 



I 
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thee. ** Thou, Grod, seest me," is inscribed 
on ev»y spot, every object, every creature, 
CUmb to the heights of heaven; go dovm to 
the depths* of hell i; wrap thyself in the 
thickestshades of night ; jstill "the eye of the 
Lord is upon thy ways, and he pondereth 
all thy goings. ' ' Sinner^ look around thee, 
and every where behold that terror- insjpir- 
ing eye which penetrates the inmost recesses 
of thy soul* And canst thou defy him to 
his lace, ^and :iot be filled with trembling, 
lest his hand should be stretched out to de- 
jstroy i lest the earth should sinidenly open 
its mouth, and swallow thee up quick "i Jest 
every thing that meets thee sh6uld be an 
instrument of death, and hurry theedefence- 
less to meet the Almighty in judgment? 
Oh! awake from thy fatal stupor, and hum- 
ble thyself under the mighty hand of God, 
lest thy iniquities stick, like arrows, in thy 
soul for ever, with maddening singuish and 
overwhelming terror. In the presence of a 
man of acknowledged piety, thy tongue has 
been checked in its blasphemies, and thy 
hands restrained from the guilty deed ; and 
wilt thou not fear him who can destroy both 
body and soul in hell 1 Henceforth call in 
thy sc€^ttered thoughts, and Jet the recol- 
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leetioO) thatt the aU<-seeing eye' of ' God ^ 
fixed' bfr thee,' infliienee tiiy Ups, * thy eyes, 
tby baiids, tbjr heart.' D0e$ ^in'entkel 
Ddes tHe£Mnsuar'ii!(^etite crave indulgeBce, 
or tfie lust of other things eirter thy mind'? 
Be 'ready Vwth an answer to every Holtcita-^ 
tionv and' let that answer be, ^^ Thou, Qodv 
seestme."- "• '• ^!(-- 

'How a'wakenin^ to the earthly^ miAded^ 
mim, to reflect on liiis solemn truth \ Okkt 
how should he tremble at the thou^t, that 
ih his present state his ** end i^detrtructidnl^" 
Remember thou also that God's *^ eyes arc 
lipon all the ways of the sons of men, to 
gKe to every one according to his ways^ 
and according to the fruit of his doings/' 
Hesees thcle so entangled and polhitcd by 
the WQirld, that thou hast no admSration of 
his excellencies, no confidence in Ms power i 
and goodness, no devotednes^ df heart to^his' 
service. He , observes thee daily consulting'/ 
t!)y own ease and pleasure, as the highest 
^d of life ;. and setting: thy afTection^ on 
the jHDfits, the enjbyifaents, w the honours 
of thiB world*i as thy supreme goodv 'He 
notices that thy passions are all alive for the 
objects of time and sense, but iqnite still and 
dead in the great concerns of the sotil. He 
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bip^. decent apd fegulari ihou mayeatJbe in 
the use of thy good thing^i . t|iou art . x^ady 
tp say bi. the .possession of^thenH ^^Soul,take 
thine^easa;'' and art lavishing for. ^o. better 
heaveathan the gratifications: which earth 
affords, What horror^ . what ajotxazenusnt 
will cover thee, when summoned to account 
fpr thB.abuse of thy talent^ and gifts !,/when 
airai^t^d and condemned under the awaii-r 
Qniftg dbarge, ^ I saw thee living undi^ ^ 
habitual iniluende of an earthly min4^^n4 
count^'acting the very .end for which ; th^ 
Saviour of the woj'ld died on the.icross^ f, 
saw thee eatings dtinkiAg^ tradings an4 get- 
ting wealth, with a heart qleavjng ta the 
dust, and t^mipg aside, with coldneglect, 
from my demands of the homage of supreme 
love and willing obedience. I gaw, thy 
liuctuations of hope and fear, joy and ,^or-, 
row^, a» the things of tim^ assumed a 
bright or darker aspect, but I .witnje§ised 
no alternations of pleasure and pain in th^ 
ipomentous concerns of eternity. I saw in- 
deed an outside religion, a lifeless form of 
duties ; but was it worshipping jaae, to be 
confessing without sorrow, praising without 
thankfulness, and petitioning without d^« 
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sires 1 tTiy hearty— where was that ^ Wai 
it ,with the God who made thee, and the Sa- 
viifei' _wh6 redeemed thee 'J O no; I siaw 
rt^ eii^s^ed by the oares of life, and the 
cbhi^^6tions, the pleasures, and the emoltt- 
liien'ts of earth, and I therefore assign th(fe^ 
thy ■portion with those ** who minded earth- 
ly wngS.*'' Oh! with what an agonizing 
sting' will this sentence be armed ; and how 
feki^I must be his lot, ^ho drops down into 
l^i'dj^idtt after neglfccting God's great sal- 
vation ! Be not deceived. God demands 
the heart. He calls thee to repentance andi 
fiiith, to holiness and divine comtnunioh ; 
and if thou wouldst meet him in peace, let 
fiis^ inquiring eye henceforth behold thee 
worshipping him in spirit and in truth. It 
is the broken and contrite heart which God 
will not despise. It is the humble, thankfu) 
cleaving of the soul to Christ that he sees 
with satisfaction. It is the hungering and 
thii^tlAg after righteousness that he notices 
with ^pprbbation. It is the panting after 
diviije and heavenly things that he regards 
with' delight. Art thou still tempted to 
rest in a character formed upon principles of 
worldly prudence ^ Is thy soul still cleav- 
ing to earthly things ? Resist the danger-? 
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(cmft wile, the fatal snare, and let thy weapon 
fie,' " Tlioii, God, seest mc.'" ' 

"J^QW terrifying to iA^y«/sejw^i?&Sor jilso 
|S, tlie tliought, that though the "Lord's 
throne is in heaven, his eyes behold, and his 
eyelids try the children of men." How- 
ever thou mayest disguise thy \i'ays, and 
l^ijle thy practices from the obseiTation of 
ijie world, there is no concealment from him 
\fh,o " searcheth the heart, and trieth the 
reins." He seeth the pride and vain glory 
y\^X prompt the words and deeds which at- 
p;act the aduiiration of thy fellows. He 
m3.rks the cunning and artifice employed to 
colour thy sin, and blind the eyes of those 
around thee. He observes tliy imagination 
running loose on forbidden objects ; the 
harboured thoughts of impurity and sep^u- 
ality, of falsehood ajid guile, of malice ftncl 
Ji^tred, of discontent and covetousness, 
lyhich defile the heart, and betray the rot- 
tenness within. However covert thy wicli- 
^dji^ess, and however specious the disguise 
tl^ou mayest assume, the scarcliing eye of 
God cannot be deceived : for " the Lord 
geeth not as man seeth ; for man looketh on 
the outward appearance, but the Loi'd look- 
eth on tiie heart." In vain dost thou cover 
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thygelf with a reil of religioir,' and ffeSk 
thyself with a garment of profession ; Gpfl 
sees thee; he looks into the most "retired 
cbmer'of thy sbul, and knoWs thy hidofei 
'^ile, thy deepest designs. And what will 
it profit thee to have a reputation fof 'god- 
liness dniong men, if the Lord discerns, 
atrid a:bh6rs thee'? Nay, there is a day corfi- 
injg, when Gk)d wiH stWp thee naked feefiyife 
the great assembly of iaien and angels, and 
'^veal the secrets df thy heart to the Wncfe 
'world — a day, when the blaze of the*m'<^- 
dian sun shall shine upon the most iBttrfcafe 
winding of thy breast, and all sTiail inark 
theef out, and say, '^ Eo, this is the Aian ihkt 
made not God his hope;'' this is he 'itto 
^bellished himself with a s^^lenditj sheW'of 
"piety-to impose on beholders, but Godlh&s 
laid operi his hidden depths of 'hyjiocfiis^, 
and all' men see his true character. 'Y<^, 
*-'th(*e is nothing covered that shal^iiot;'l>e 
reteaferf; Arid hid thdt shall nbt b^'kn^kir ' 
'And dh r whiat coiifiisidn \W11 pverspri«tt 
thee, when thy false disloyal heart ^Kcfll 
stand exposed to every eye !■ Cea^fe th^ to 
treasure up^rath against the day ofwrit^, 
and thffe revelktion of the righteous jtld^- 
ment of God, lest thou have thy portion 
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yritU thi^ hypqcjrites, •* where shivUbe Wigep- 
j^g, afl4^^^pgi aMgxwtshing,jQf teeth/* 
T](iatJ;hy iwquities way ^ot he set in order 
b^for^ th^, pray that the light pf tru^ x^ay 
shine ifito thy soul, that thou laayest know 
thy^elfeven as thou art known of Go4, and 
kno^ the only true God, and Jesus Chrii^ 
/vf^n^ ha hath sent. Henceforth let thy 
thoughts and affections, thy words and. ac- 
tipns,^be regulated by higher motives and to 
nobler ends ; and in answer to every sug- 
gestion of a selfish and evil heart be prompt 
to reply, " Thou, God, seest me." 

How encouraging to the penitent is the 
great and glorious truth of the divine omni- 
science! *'The eye of the Lord is upon 
then^i that fear him, and upon them that 
hope in his mercy; to deliver their soul 
from death, and to keep them alive from fa- 
mine.'* He beholds thee mourning over 
thy inbred guilt and pollution, and strug- 
gling with the workings of an evil heart of 
unbelief. He sees thee humbled under a 
sense of thy base ingratitude, and resolving 
in the strength of divine grace to return to 
thy injured Father. He observes thee 
smiting upon thy breast, and crying from 
thy inmost soul, ** God be merciful to me 

p 
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i|,sinH(pr*'V Yes^ his ieye?is quick to djsQf^ni; 
tl^ brpki^n m heart a£Kl contriise bf « piiut&f 
INiJQr dop3 he regard tii^oe as an umooacenc^ 
sp^tator^ but ,with a gracious; notice, with; 
thoughts of good, jOid not of eyii ; yei<^ 
yrith s\l\ the tender emotions of pateotalcomrl 
f^s$ion. Seethe fwd father usittgeireijy,^ 
fpgrt to soothe the anguish of his afflicted c^ 
sipring-^and such is^ the anxiety which 
God feels to heal thy wounded spirit^ a 
ocw»fort thee in thy heavy distress. ''ThwS 
saith the high and lofty One, which inhabit 
eth eternity, whose name is holy, IdweH w 
the high and holy place ; with him also that 
isof a contrite and humble spirit, to revive^tbb 
sp^it of the humble, and to revive the heanK 
of the contrite ones.'* *' Is Ephraim m^. 
dear son % Is he a pleasant child 1 for ^iiicei 
I spake against him, I dp earnestly rje^9[iein^ 
her him still ; ^therefore my bowels are trttutf 
hted for him: I will surely have mGn^jvpom 
him, saith Jlie Lord." ^^I have fieen4)i)» 
ways, and will heal him/' What Q0ii4er; 
scension and grace are here! But it is? %llA 
Unguage of the God of love, ;th^ Fountawi 
c^jove, of him whose na,tur* is love, ; Beenh 
ciouraged tljen to draw near* ; IIe.exp^i(. 
and Jongs for thy return. "He Wki^tk 
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nponiilen^ and if any say, I hav& sinned^ and 
pc^erted that which was right, and it prb*' 
ited menot, he will deliver his soul from 
gk^ing into the pit, and his life shall see 
the light.'' Surely he who displays such 
long-suffering towards the vessels of wrath 
fitted for destruction, wiH not withhold 
djbrcy from thee, whom he now sees to be 
preparing by repentance and faith for a ves- 
iel unto honour, meet for the Master's use. 
Sid 'he restrain his anger amidst thy sin and 
r^be41ion, and will he inflict his judgments 
llOvr he witnesses thy humiliation, and hears 
ttej^ penitent reflections 1 Impossible; " he 
tbatt "Spared not his own S(m, but delivered 
him lip for uis all, how shall he not with him 
a^ freely give us a 11 things V W hat then 
irihy language ? *^I will hope in tlie Lordy 
foirwith the Lord there is mercy, and with* 
hiin is plenteous redemption." His thoughts 
aM^t as man's contracted thoughts. His 
vwys are not as man's limited ways. He- 
is^^Hcb' in mercy to aH that call upon him. 
U^ has taken cognizance of the sighs and 
tM^^of oth^r returning sinnei-s^ and led 
themdaptive by his grace. '*Lord, aHmy 
dkamifi m biefore ' thee ? my grcfariirig ^ not' 
MdihfBktliee,''— "I1iou,.God;'see^tme^'^ - 



V Horvr iiprdfitabl^/ 'ftoW aMinatiiig>^ the 
r^te&dsi mdn sii» v the' ob^idetaftionHhat h4 
isiiai iU 4iiiies, and und^^i all circumktffMy^ 
an object of the divine mtypeeticm I i ^ Wh«t 
an awakeluiig motive'to vigilance !! wha&an 
ioicetixtive to confidteoe! ^^ The Lord kpcml* 
eth the way of therighteotts.' ^ * Ylds^'<phr£f 
ton, <jU)d8eeth thee; heioai^keditt&y^t&pr^ 
and sensible as thoii art that he is tkyioao^ 
itant companion^ thy unseen observer^ IhblfiK 
watchful shouldst thou be against lali c£s(sfieM 
tions in thy attendance upon himr agi^liM 
all approaches to whatever is <^en^ve^fti 
his pure and holy nature ! Let the thDught^ 
*' Thou, God, seestme," give occupatitmitif 
thy time, direction to thy talents, exempkDr. 
riness to thy relative dilties. Let it lead^tkec^ 
to.keep thy heart with all diligeocef^^'^^ 
cleanse thyself fiom all fikhiness botiilc^ 
flesh and spirit, to exercise thyself to bavd if 
conscience void of offence both towards Oodi 
and man. That there may bean habitual 
sense of. this inspiring truth to regulate alf; 
the members of thy body, to make iimm 
watchful over all the motives of thy so^ly^ 
and to incite thee to abound in the w€»rk of 
the Lord, be much in prayer to hin^ who 
seeth in secret, and let thy constant deedie 



^^tboire^bfivftny wkkediiva)^^^ bmw luld lead 

Qr>Bfl£^hal:^aa)Jncantive.to^ qenfidfcoce is. 

13iQtig|brt6fe righteoiifiiiHre elraosicdfifiiiii the 
gtqkia^ttOiby.^tiie^blood 4^ Chri^ i^ re-* 

a£.i?l^i8ti^ ikoiigh th^y Me devotisd to Good 
k^th» ftabk; eft their minA and in <the tenor 
eli&eir liCe^v^kpiig not after the |[^h)l)ttt 
aft^v the Spirit ; ithough they are living a 
UfiET^f iadtik iou the Son of God, a life ofhu* 
wiliatioii^ of prayer,, of self-denial, of per- 
s^^ranee in well doing, triab and difficnl-^ 
tieiijBMffiit ; theni. > It is the . orddnaiaoii;^ of 
heayinivi^j^ ^ ^ Vfe JBUMt through i mueh tri^ 
bolilioil enters iototthe Idbigdrai; (tf GodJ'^ 
Yet^^hiiMK anq^ki the> ground of •cdnfideBee 
itit4Jlie $iiigle \ thought,* ^^ Thofo, Godv^seei^ 
dra'WAicir.the^f eyesfof the Lord run ta and. 
fiiQ^ ihiiiuighottt i^e iSFhol^ ^earth,^ ib^ shew 
hisiiaelf itrang in behalf of theni^ whose heart: 
ia|N»rfwt towards htBi.? Ghidstian,.ifGod 
he foBt) thee,) vrho cai^ he against thee I 03e 
it/Sid^ that thou art tossed about annd^t a 
vaciet^ lof temptations, ecmfliets, -and dis^ 
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tresses; * there is a Grod who orders all things 
both ^ift'heiaTeR and m earth, and who** is 
aU^ to ^o libundantly for thee, above ail 
that' thou canst ask or think.'' However 
dive^ified thy= necessities, not one escapes 
his vigililit eye. Thou may est be tempted 
to think, that thy little concerns kretebiii'- 
f%ttiiu^ant to attract the notice of the gi^t 
Almighty God, but mark his minute inspee^ 
tJoir-^ ♦ The very hairs of your head aref aH 
ifiUfnbered." ^*He that touel^th you', 
toucheth the apple of mine eye." Ther^ 
wjio fear that can exercise thee, no A^ahC or 
sorrow that can oppress thee, no snare thit 
can lie in thy way, no temptation to which 
thou canst 'bi^e}q>osed, no support and coh- 
^ation which thou caw^treq'Uire, but he sees 
it with tbe utmodt exactness and prediioii, 
and seesit with the gracious design of supply- 
ing thy need according to his riches in gWy 
by CJhriftl Jesus. He may chasten and correct 
thefe for thy profit, or he ibay leave thee to 
fetrtiggle%ith trials and difficulties, but he 
marks 'the conflict which thou art carry ihg 
en 'y atid for thy encouragement and sujp- 
port hfe presses on thy notice his continual 
^iresence and interposition— •** Fear thou 
not, fofl^aoQflhWith thee^; be net dismayed. 
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fof^ \ \^m thy God : I will strengthen tliee ; 
yea^l ;will l^elp tbee ; yeai I ^vill uphold thee 
^ith the right hand of my righteousnesSf" 
*' When- thou pa^sest through the waters, I 
;Wi|} he with thee ; and through the riyerii 
th?y ^hall ijot overflorvT thee : when thQH 
Wjj^lke^t through the firp, thou shalt nqt be 
jbjuiied^ neither shall the flame kindle upon 
tbc^v! ;w^hat abundant ground for uj^- 
^l^en f^nfidence and reliance on thy God I 
1^ gu^ardian care is ever in exercise oil thy 
h^^\i ; his watchful eye ever fixed on thee 
^Qi^good. However overlooked by the 
|ijifprld9 Qod will not forsake thee. Howr 
■!^Y^V misconstrued or misrepresented by 
1^^, Gpd knoweth thy integrity, and in 
jd^^ timp wilji bring forth thy righteousness 
^)|^e li^ht, and thy just dealing as the 
i^pUrd^y.: However afflicted in mind, bo- 
Ay^^ jPr ?state, God sees thy trials and wants, 
aQ4>viil! pour the balm of consolation into 
thy troubled spirit. In patience then poSr 
^ssjhy- spul. , Let the affecting thqaight of 
tl^p^yperintending; eye of God bting ever 
oyer thee dwell upon thy mind, till thou 
9i^^ say with the Psalmist, '* The Xiord is 
n^y . %ht and my salvation, whom shall I 
i^ ? The JLord is the strength of my life, 
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<^f whom shall I be afraid'?" ''Iwillcall- 
upon the Lord wjip is worthy to be praised, 
so shall I be saVed JTrom ^ine enemies." 
"Yea, though I walk, through the valley 
of the shadovjr pf 51^1^, J wilj fpar no evil, 
for thou ait with me^' — ''Thou, Grod, seest 



me." 
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John xix. 30. 
It is finished. 

Of all the subjects that erer engaged the 
attention of the human mind, there is none 
so wonderful in itself, or so important in it« 
consequences, as the death and passion of 
our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Though 
the heavens declare the glory of God, and 
the firmament sheweth his handy work, it 
is in the grand scheme of redemption that 
his illustrious perfections are most signally 
displayed. This is that mystery, in which 
are contained " all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge ;" and however much man 
may adore the divine power and goodness 
as proclaimed in the works of creation, his 
praises are stamped with inexpressible im- 
perfection and defect, should he withhold 
his tribute of heartfelt gratitude and love 



TO The Crucifixion. 

**for the redemption of the world by our 
iLord Jesus Christ.'* Sin had entered intp 
tjie world, and the wrath of God was gone 
forth, when lo ! the incarnate Deity comes 
down from heaven to make satisfaction ; he 
comes to suffer, to die, and by death .to 
conquer sin and Satan, death and hell ; nor 
&d he desist from, his great and glorious un-r 
dertaking till he could say, ''It is finished.'' 

Triumphant declaration! What can be 
better calculated to encourage the hopes of 
th& feeble, sinking spmt, and to inspire the 
cbntrite heart with confidence "? ' ' Father^ \ 
have glorified thee on the earth ; \ havis 
finished the work whidi thou.gavest me to 
do." All things that are written of me ^r^ 
fulfilled — My own sufferings are en^edrr? 
Man's salvation is effected — All is finighed^ 

Look to the prophecies which foretql^^ of 
Christ, tJie legal ceremonies which prqfir 
gured him — all ai-e accomplished, all fqjtj 
filled. ''The testimony of Jesus is the sjiit- 
rit of prophecy ;" and among the many j^h4 
miriute predictions which relat^ to him, parrt 
ti^Iar reference is made to the painful rCtirt* 
cudist^nces of his life and death. Henqeiit^ 
is expressly remarked, that the prophets.t^^ 
tiffed plainly of the sufferings of, Chvikt^ 



» » • .* 

• ...--..- . . . . t ^ 

Who^ihdeed' can turn dv6r t]je prophetic 
pttgfe,^ And Hot find that he was toliie **^lt. 
iAaiirt)f%drrOws, arid acjquainted with grief /* 
-^^»^a Veptdach of men, and despise^ of tiiip 
■that ** the ptotigK^rs wer^ tp 




jfifoi^h oil his 'back, and make long/fjijr- 
rW#s"*^that ^'^his hands and feet wefe to 
btf^ferced,*' and his sacred body suffer 
sucn"(ifael itadignities that '^ he might tell 
all^ Hipbones"— that his persecutorfe were .to 
**'^tfrti his garments among them, and cast 
lots tfpbn his vesture'^'— that " he was to be 
lAntibered with the transgressors," and have 
th6 transgressors' cup of ''gall and vine- 
gfe*'^^ to drink — that being deserted even by 
hi^' dwn* disciples, *' he was to tread tte 
wme^press alone^ and of the people to hai^ 
nobe^tbhe^ himi" ^ . 

^' Arid^nbt only w^re these express decfa,-^ 
rattctos, the^e historic prophecies punctu* 
aily^ and literally completed in the life and 
d^ittJi' of the Saviour of the world; bnt thi^, 
li^l fi*6remonies which prefiguj'ed %\\(S^, 
thlfe* "prophecies of typical allusjpn, w^^J 
alatt^fUlly^icomplished when ''he pour(^ 

cmt%fs'sbul an offeilng for sin." AJl tli« 



tyjifes^;6f th^law \vere but shadowy repre»- 
sefitaticb^ of Christ, ' and their great end 
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vras to keep up find explaift^ that; alj^wpor- 
^nt,trutl^,fulfa]ted in hiw— *nhe §e§d.ipf 
the v^pman shall bruise the serpeot^s h^u^i:' 
Look at the Paschal lam^ — was fLOjt,,the 
gjreat end of that apsweiied, when *f CJ^ri^jt 
Qur Pa,^aover was sacrificed for us T ' jUypfk 
i^t th^ scape gpat-T-did not the pri^st'si pi}i- 
tjlng. all the transigressipns and all the^siii3j(>f 
the children of Israel upon its head^ ^^f^ 
its full design, when the Father jiuid 9n 
Christ, the great antitype, the iniqul^e^jpif 
us all? Look, in short, at the manna frxpi 
heaven, the water from the rock, the hr^i:i^u 
serpent, the daily sacrifices and ohUtipnsjrr- 
did they not all point at Christ a9 the p^f 
true source of reconciliation, of keajing^j^ 
spiritual strengtli, of everlasting ^alvatiqn^ 
and were they not all accomplished iQ l:i^n 
who /'by his Qwn blood entered in ffp^e 
ii^to the holy place, having obtajifiedr^ter^I 
redeinption for usl" Whose lips th^i^jlo 
not echo baqk the triumphant language of 
hU Lord, "It is finished." Y^s ; tl^es^ 
tilings \^ere only " figui'es for the time tl^^ 
present,'' but ** grace and truth came ,hy 
Jesus Christ ;" *' to whom give all the^ pro- 
phets witness," that ' ^ thus it behoved Christ 
to suffer," and " to ent^r into his gloiy.". 



TKe Vfudfixioh. 1^3 

What imdeniable prottfs ibf the di^ie 
miftsieyfi of Jesus does the Ktriral acc^thptish^ 
wttiA'<ii snch positive predictions, arid tl^ 
di^ct fulfilment of such typical ptte^nra^ 
tid^; furnish to the candid and huteblSfef^ii^ 
^uftfer ! Whose eye btit that of Gfod feould 
pteree through the dark Vdl irf futuHtf , 
ttldsj delineate iHth such unerring aceuraeV, 
'lakkft only the gr^t Outlines of the Redeein^ 
ftr's fife atnd charactei*, but also the mihuti^ 
^dfekitiistaiices relatiiig to his death and |]i&s- 
iSbtil'*- Aiid if the first fruits be a pledge' «f 
tfee^flittfte harvest, is not thy faith, believed, 
in^the gforibtis pi^omises yet to be reali^i^ 
tbMtheOhri^ito church, confimoied by pi*6- 
l^hefeie* already fulfilled 1 ' Thou; atiea^, 
etifet rejowie fn heaven's decree, tha^ thbt 
gdspfl^lj'tvhich is the cbmfort of thy tMfi itM^ 
dfa^KH traveF in the greatness of its kretigifti 
dVei^ all nations, till '' all flesh ^haliyed the 
salvation -of God," Rising stttyeriiJf^ib 
eve^ aifffcultyr and triumlphitig ' iii the 
thddghfbf the omnipresence 6f thai- Wfessdl 
SJiiHt% yhcfefe energy **all ]^feoJ)lfe^hStft 
do Hiih service," thrfii ciahst tfepose bii 'thfet 
*>Ood-Svho cannot'lie," in fulf aWifraik^ 
Aat the glbrious prbclaiiiation ^all -tfne day 
gd fortli, " The kingdoms of this vmiM ai* 
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become the kingdoms of our Lord, anS^bF 
his Christ; and lie shall reign for everahfl 
ever." But oh^ • remember thy pecuHttr 
obligations, and that "blessed are thi»e 
eyes, for they see." Upon God's favored 
people the day-star had but risen with k 
glimmering light; the*beathea nations ai*e 
yet habitations of darkness and cruelty j btrt 
^pon thee the Sun of Righteousness hath 
shined with meridian splendour-^ and the 
mysteries of redemption^ which had been 
kept secret frcMn the foundation of the 
world, are fully disclosed to thy view. O 
then let thy superior light kindle the <rffer- 
ing of a thankful heart to the Author of ^ 
thy mercies, and seeing that with open feii* 
thou beholdest as in a gl^ss the glory of th^ 
Lord, study to be ** changed into the ^an^ 
image, from glory to glory, even as by the 
Spirit of the Lord," 

Look to the sufferings of Christ • coii- 
template the awful scene of his . death 2ttA 
passion ; and then remember with joy tttat 
this also is ended, that the storm is ixvipr', 
and the bitterness of death is past. Think 
irf the Most High and the Most Holy ia- 
ibernacling in human flesh,' and reducied , ta 
such extremity of indigence, that while the 
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foxes haid hale», abd the birds of the air had 
n^sts, the Son df man had riot where to lay 
li|8 head. Think of him not only bereft of 
o^fort, and of the common accommoda- 
tions of life, but daily exposed, in the un- 
wearied exercise of the most active benevor 
iience, to all the taunts and reproaches, the 
scolTs and revilings, which malice cotild de- 
yi^ and the tongue set on fire of hell 
qqiuki express. Think of him sympathizing 
ffj^ the sorrows of the afflicted, grieved at 
1j^^ l^Iii^d^^ss aad impenitent heart of hife 
cpen^es,. WPeping over the approaching 
domp^ qf murderous Jerusalem. Think ^ 
i^i]^ foreseeing t^ bitter cup prepared for 
J)^ to drink, and knowing beforehand 
i^TWy hatefu) ingredient with which it W:a8 
Ip^b^ filled. Think of him conflicting >yith 
^fM:a;tx's horrid temptations, sweating great 
drops of blood from deep anguish of spirit, 
Ijf^^irayed by one disciple, denied by another, 
jj^ysakenby alK Think of him treated with 
i^ck^ majesty, loaded with every species of 
indignity and cruelty, condemned for crimes 
^l>ich he never knew, sentenced to the 
painful^ the lingering, the ignominious death, 
^1^ cross, and as the consummation of 
^ deprived even of the light of his hea* 



76 2^B GmcfjlMdn. 

^enfyiFather's cdilnteDtiide^ TbiyJ^ of i1 
amazing spiec^Ie <j£w0e attd iBisety;^ stitikg^ 
gling at oxkce with the rage and fury ^*f 
men, the malice, 0f the powers of dari^fi^isflf^ 
^nd the sword of divine justice^ and tkeii 
My, if ever sorrow was like unto his mr^ 
row* Rut it i& finished • The thornd^ the 
liails^ and other instruments^ of cruel tOft^ 
^e are now exchanged for the ensigns^ of 
majesty. ♦* He endured the cross, desjpis^ 
ing the shame, and is set do'yrn' ^t the right 
hand of the throne of God." ** Having 
fumbled. himself,, and become obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross, God hath 
highly exalted him, and given him^ a tikai^ 
which is above eveiy name*" > " . 
But who can meditate on the. scene here 
presented to his mind, and not ask himsblf^ 
If these things were done to the ^een ti^e, 
lirhat shall be done to the dry "? If t^ be*^ 
loved Son of God, who was hdy, ^ hanttle«»^ 
undefiled^ and separate from mnners^ fi^n^t 
thus bleed^ and groan, and die, when he 
fitoadJn the law-place of his people,- <rha.t 
shall be the doom of the impenitent traBs-!« 
gl'eslsor, who is the original debtor 1 if 
God be so glorious in holiness, and so in-^ 
flexible in the demands of his justice, as not 



iftiilJIirO; hid'lrwn Seoj but to deK^er brpitnp 
to- 1 W igi^on^kms andipaitifui d^ath^of the 
trosB^tlwhen he had beicome the sinaei^lj 
wilUtt^ substitute, what aggravation tof sufi- 
feriteg' must await those, %h(> live aid die 
tmoapJidg under foot the Son of- God, and 
ocjii^ting the bteod of -the covenant^ hvhere* 
with he was sanctified, an unholy thing ! O 
tinner^ thinkof the sword of justice being 
awak^ekied against the man that is God's fel«* 
h^^aJrid going in pursuit of its irictim to 
tii^ thh6ne of the Most High, n^ver inter*^ 
ipbiitting its righteous claims till ' it fihaliy 
tttmfc&x^d him to the accursed tree. Dwefl 
Oii;this awful .theme, and let thy heart medi-* 
tate terror, shouldst thou fall into the handsr 
q£ the livings God in a state of impeniteiice 
attd^unbeli^. / , 

-vTfemendous!, however, as is the exhibit- 
tioit oijtiiiice displayed in the sufferings of 
tiie »SQn t)f God^ O how conspicuous also id 
tH^ mantfeistatioii of his love I And cainat 
thOu, resist its piowerful attractions/? resist 
the^ wnstraining influence of his agony and 
bloody sweat, his dross and passion, hifir 
diath ajad bunal % resist that grace which: 
made h&n content tofall beneath the stroke' 
of eternal Justice, thai he might recdiicile 
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thee to God, and ptoowre preseftit, full, 
everlasting pardon for all thy sins? Un- 
paralleled love ! And shall he who evinced 
it stand at the door of thy heart in the pos- 
ture of an humble supplicant^ and knock, 
and ask* for admission in vain 1 Let sucb 
base ingratitude be confined to the regions 
<rf hell, where despair of mercy has oblite- 
rated the recollections of a Saviour's dyinj^ 
love and atoning merits. Be thou hence- 
fwth touched with the feeling of his sor- 
rows, as endured for thy salvation ; and that 
thou mayest look on him, whom thou hast 
pierced, with penitential mourning, pray 
that a spirit of grace and of supplication 
may be poured out on thy soul. 

Look at the great end for which Christ 
came into the world — Man's sakation^^ 
it is finished ; all is wrought out ; all is ef- 
fected . Having despoiled principalities aiid 
powers, he made a shew of them opeiily, tri- 
umphing over them in his cross ; and thus 
^'opened the kingdom of heaven to all be- 
lievers." That Chrisft laid down his life as 
a true and perfect sacrifice, to expiate the 
guilt of sin, and satisfy divine justice; 
and that his death was the grand medium: 
through which alone pardon of * transgres- 



siou, p^ace^ with God^ aboess to -kis* mercy 
se&ti ji^tificatto^ tod etepnil life^ oDuld be 
eoodisteBitly^ youfchsafed/ is tha conciltreiit 
latDgu^e of the oracles of truth, ' ^^ Without 
8fee^din^ oi blood k no remtssioti. = V Jesus^ 
th^efore, the et^-oal Son of the Mo^t High, 
assucned that nature which had siujued, and 
offei?6d up' himself without spot to endure 
the xmrse due to man's iniquities, and put 
honoiEr on that law which man had violated. 
Unitio^ in himself the divine and human 
haJbures^ h^ could purge away our sins by 
the willing sacrifice of himself, the blood of 
the m4n Christ Jesus supplying the matter 
of the satisfaction, while the fulness of the 
Godhead, which dwelt in him bodily, con- 
veyed a value to his sufferings, and stamped 
them with a dignity which made them avail- 
able for the redemption of his church. 
Thus the scheme of reconciliation which 
had been announced to the world in ^ the 
emblematic shadows of the Mosaic dispensa- 
tion',! and the inspired predictions of the 
prophets, was actually accompilished in the 
mediatorial work of the Redeemer, when 
his soul was made an offering for sin,< and 
he died, '* the Just for the unjust^ that he 
might bring us to God." Thus ^ mercy 
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aad trnth met tog€)ther« righteopne^st wsH 
peac6 kissed ^ach other.'.'* Thus QocJs^pr 
pears glorious in ]ioliness, aji4 y^t no ^oss 
glorious ia mercy; *^foa:giving iaiqujtyv 
tritrusgressiojci, ^oA sin,* yet by no nieaij^ 
cfearring the ^ilty;'' *' a just God^ ai|d 
y^ a: Saviour;'' "just, and yet the jui^li-- 
fier of him which belie veth in Jesus^'f 
Return tlien for a while to the' garden je^h^ 
the cross. Behold the willing victim '$rf 
offended justice at one inoment agoptzipg^ 
under the frowns of heaven, at another dyr ' 
iirg as a malefactor. Consider whose crieB 
rend theheav«is, and who it js that breathf?^ 
out his soul r and then say, if the dup oi 
Wrath' has not been drunk even to the 
dregs, if divine justice has not been satisfieid;^ 
if the d^bt of his people has not be0n4i»7 
charged, if man's salvation has not bo^-^ 
effected, if all IS not finished. [' 'r 

* amazing mystery, that the liorf ofhcfi- 
v^^d earth should quit his glprious thi^one^ 
and being made in the likeness of sinful flesh * 
shoulcl giye his life a ransom for his enemies \, 
Whose hfifixt is thirsting after Q.od % Wliose, 
spiralis brpken and contrite within, him ait 
the thought of having by his sins crucified 
thfi^ Lord of glory 1 Remember that though 



thcto itrt%&r bff^ithote fMay^l^ teka^^ 
byithlfe blood' of Jesli^ V fo* *hat-^*^Gbd tfaS^ 
ill €iiri*t^ rtc^neiling thiilVo^ld *irt6 feftnSi^lfil 
notfeiputiiig thaif trespaMes untb thittJi^?' 
Tliafrteve wliich itidud^dhita tO beS^p dtf' 
sinfi^an'his own body on the tree, is litill m 
e:*etttlBe. E veil now Ms blood is ready ^ 
cleoSse theie frmn all thy gtiilt «iid jfhilltt^' 
tioir'^ hfe rightk)Tisne9s to ad^xrn thy hftkeQ 
siral ivrith thi^ garment of salvation ; hii? Sp*i 
rit'tc^take posi^fifsion df thy heart, andmalM 
thij^ ati^ eternal trdj)hy of aW-cbiiqtiefr^ 
grjKie.^ (^ then repair to hii^ mfercy-wib^ 
a«idifettti»eat him as? « PriUce mA a Sarvijitti'; 
ejialtjgd'to give repedtaAce and retoissito bf 
sinfe, to quicken thee to a spiritual lifi^i 4x> 
sdbfdiie^the power of thy edrtnption^, toti^ 
doi^ 'thy soul intoibve td' himset^ kiftf 
thWfi^io ^dopt thee idt<y his fai^ily foi^ ev^i 
If thou seek Mria by faith ahct^ayer, life 
will ' hot teate thee comfortless. - He 4f\\\ 
reveat his boundless • grai^ io thy hearl '; 
hti^witt open the everlasting aiibB of hfe 
mercy i to receive thee ; he Will Speafc p^ace 
to« thy troubled conseittaee, aiid say to thy 
80ttlv-^*It is^ finished^" ** I am Wiy isalvA^ 
tio«i^''- ' '- ' ■■ ■' •''- '-' ' 

But what joy should the exectitibri of thi» 
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mtarvellons plan excite in the breast 6f llie 
teae Ckristian ! Having believed in ■ Ji^|& 
as thy substitute and ransom, tholihakt r^^ 
cfenption^ through his bli>6d, eveti the feV*- 
giveness of sins. In this life thoti tnay^ 
iMLve thy trials, crosses^ and afflictioiis, biit 
the curse of a violated law is no more 'aS to 
tfieiB, having been executed td the Utmtfet 
9pon the person of th^ Redeemer! ' Yes, 
l^eiievert such is the efficacy of his bloblct,- 
thkt though thousands should fall b^$idie 
thee, and ten thousand at thy right hiliid, 
the sword of the avenger shall not come 
nigh thee; He who is Hesid over all tltih^s 
to his church, will baffle the schemes, and 
obntrol the rage of men and devils, so thsH: 
**^ n<) weapon that is formed against thfee 
lifeafl prosper." Having received abtiid- 
«qice of grace, and of the gift of righteous- 
nessj how much more shalt' thou be deli- 
verfed frdm every evil, and reign in IHe^by 
j^e^us Christ li O contemplate with glow* 
ing adoration and gratitude the stupendous 
plan: of redemption, and then let the Au- 
thor dnd Finisher of thy faith be the conti- 
nual joy of thy sdul, and the constant sub- 
ject of thy adoring praise. Think ** how 
great is his goodness, how great is bin 



bqf^i4y;!' afld l^tia,^n^p.0f thy jnfiaite Qbiirt 
^tipns po^s^raiKl) thee .isO live to him yAai 
d^ fop thee> and, ):o$e again » ; . What i& ths 
la^u^ge of, thy hwrt? . *JLord Jews I wfe 
^g^if%^^ atthe exp^Hce;of thy blood froia 
^fl cpudemnation of the yiolated, lavi[, and 
fgOi^wed ia the spidit of my mind by the ii^ 
^y^n^l^ of.thy grace, I yrould devote all, I 
ajftjjalil.have toXhee, and thy glory. My 
bQ^yn.my sQuI,,my tim^, my talentsi uxf 
a^^st^nQ^ ^re wholly thine. Ha4 I the 
f^J^iPf AbraJiam, the patience of Job, the 
2;^ of Paul, the love of John, the harp of 
Dayi^l? yea, the voice^ the feet, the wings 
c^aiigels, I would lay my all at thy foot- 
sftpoj^ and consecrate them to thy sei'irice V 
Ngyer, cease to cultivate this holy temper, 
bftt jytay ing for his Spirit to reveal more 
aa4 ;4}?i^r^ of . hk^ 1ov(B to thy soul, let tfef 
co^tant; iaquiry be, ** What shall I rend^ 
tajth^. t#ord for all his benefits.1" Thuii 
ci/^ye ,tp thy generous benefactor with fnft 
pf|r;pQseiOf h^art, and j?re long thy race 
s^^l \)e run, thy wax&re ended, a!nd tli^ 
LfOrd), the righteous judge, shall welcome 
tbee to hi3 kingdom and glory. Thencefoiith 
ignorance. f^nd errw, prepdice and passion^ 
perplexing doubt3 and discouraging fears. 
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shall cease to cloud thy sun, and chill thy 
love. Havi5^^^,t|,^ W of thy 
high calling m Chndt Jesrus, thOu shalt jom 
the ^' ten thousand times ten thousand and 
thousands.<>f thousi^dp.]' JB.their^Mumphant 
shout, '* it is finished," *' It is finished,'' 
till the swelling note fills all heaven with 
that song of prai^e^ * ' Uiiba him that loved 
us, and washed us from our sins in his own 
blood, aii(l Imth made ua kings atid ^iSltts 
unto God and his Father, to him be glory 
and doi^inioii for ever and ev^r. ' AmM/^^*^ 
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• • I- ■ . 

i>a*< thou believe on the Son of God? i 

'-'•,-■ ' ■ ' ' , 

MoMKNTous question ! All important ior 

quiry ! fraught with consequences weighty 
as happiness or misery, heaven or hell! 
Christ is the refuge appointed by the Fa- 
ther for the sinner's safety, and his blood is 
the only antidote against the ravages of sin. 
But however sovereign the remedy, there 
must be an application of it, or the malady 
continues to rage and destroy. The offer, 
the tender, the hearing of Christ, never yet 
succeeded to the healing of the soul. There 
must be a flying to the refuge, and a recep- 
tion of the antidote, before heaven can be 
disarmed of its vengeance, or the pardoning 
love of God imparted to the conscience. 
Faith is the act of this application ; and as 
by it the sinner confidentially receives, and' 

H 
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gives himself to Christ, so it constitutes the 
great foundation of his peace tvith liieayeA j 
and the great principle of hi^ saiidificatioi. 
O then how momentous the question, '* VfCiiX 
thou believe on the Son of God'?'* 

What is the object of thy faith 1 Is it ik^ 
Son of God? To have right views of t]^i 
nature and offices of the great Redeemer,' ipf 
the glory of his Gcfdhead, the merit of ^lii^ 
blood, and' the efficacy of his Spirit; to Uti' 
derstand the constitution of his mediatorial 
government, with all its exceeding grekt* 
and precious promises ; to regard him.as ifl^<^ 
Alpha and Omega, the first and the last, thfe 
beginning and the ending, of the Father's 
revealed will for man's restoration to his lo^jt 
inheritance— all this may well be considei^e'd; 
as comprehended in the object of faith. Btii: 
as fiith principally \iews the Spn of Oodjik^ 
theHedeemer of the world and the SayWur 
df sinners, the object of it more especiajfiy 
includes a conviction of man's guilt, corriip- 
tioii, and misery by nature; a persuasion 61 
his' inability to discharge the debt contract- 
ed by sin, and of the necessity of his fee- 
ing preserved from its future dominion i 
together with an assurance that Christ' 
Jesus is in all-siifficient Saviour, made of 
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Grod.^ykdom, righteousnessi^ sanctificatioii^ 
and redemption to every child of man who 
pujtsi his trust in him. 

When speaking of his mission into this 
lower world, the Son of God r^aarked that 
6e was **come to seek and to save that 
which was lo^t." Yes, such is the state of 
all men by nature — apostate creatures, re*- 
bels against God, alienated in heart from 
hlnj^ and liable to his wrath. But connect- 
ed with this awful truth, the Gospel reveals 
a method of deliverance. Though **allwe, 
lil^e sheep, have gone astray, and turned 
eveiy. one to his own way," a message of 
ipercy descends from heaven, announcing 
tiiat; '* God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son," — "and laid on him 
the iniquities of us all," — ** that whosoever 
belieyeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. ' ' And having ' ' set forth his 
Son to be a propitiation through faith in his 
blood," he directs the sinner to regard him 
as *' exalted to be a Prince and q. Saviour, 
to give repentance to Israel and remission 
of sins/' Such is the substance of the ob- 
ject of faith, the leading particulars of Gos- 
pel truth, the sum of belief ia the Son of 
God. 
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;.:: O how glorious IS the object of the Chris- 
tian's feitb — Jastis, the Son of God ! md 
how reasonable the trust which the sincere 
believer reposes in his exalted Head. At 1^ 
name of Jesus, his mind ranges throu^ the 
wide creation, and apprehending him as the 
anointed of God, the great Mediator between 
heaven and earth, he insensibly i;eceivea 
into his soul Hght, and life, and happiness. 
He regards him as the Lord Jehovah^ whp 
has all things in heaven and earth. at his, 
disposal — as a Saviour and Redeemery who 
has merited by his obedience unto death 
every blessing he can want or wi^hr— and in 
his human nature, as experimentally ac- 
quainted with all the temptations, sorrowsi, 
and distresses that he can encounter or feeL 
And thus viewing the Son of God as full of 
grace and tinith, how is his mind enlightened 
by the lustre of his rays, and.his heart warmed 
by the. riches of his goodness ! Having learn- 
ed to say that Jesus is the Lord by the teach^ 
ing of the Holy Ghost; having had the 
things of Christ shewn to him by the bless- 
ed Comforter, ** even the Spirit of truth,'* 
he can give a reason of his faith, hope, and 
practice. His language will be, ' '' I know 
whom I have believed/' and the morel b^? 



-mai^ ^tjfi&irtte^^whHihiitHp < thel ^^i^ iBnd 
iBWtts4bt3i)trt»tfdiFhiifit iMjif. ^hdktkw : fe 

;3i^QlDftthd >Rddk of agcsi : ! nl «eeki wid ex^t 
siiit^ijti^ffrobi 4iie Sod 0f iGedl iTo¥t(ow him 

ieMarjf)dhisy is St is my dhief giciad; 4o^i& it 
^dwsd^ect !rf my waimbst^derirds, my highest 
aadiiqt^Hikdte f end^ ^ - ]^tor shall ^ I be ' disip^ 
qifakitdi of kn(^ -My rfefiige aiifl 

atteiigtib is the eternal Sbn of <3odi inwhorh 
cultrfirfness dwells, ' He k^Hhe^ame^yt^ 
dteday^ to-day, and Sm? ev€^,^^ the Alphk 
nxdA^Omegsti tike first dud the lasty the Lord 
^tedyilliliightyv All in this: world is ubsfet- 
,b4er ottd dbaikgitag, but hi^ re* ' I ca^ fix Wy 
Jbel, raad ^say^' Thi»'\TiII^BitVer sink ' uridfer 
imHi^his WiH>^bide forever] ^^^^v^^ fe 

bsi^atesJianSok ail th^^lor^ ofmkikifS as th^ 
BtewettW(rf^the^^Md>: /the gi-ass ^^idierethi, 
^ni 3(lli5e cfloitir 'thereof fi^detfi awa^i bitt th^ 
^ocdiofjttieLbrd fendiiiielfc fti* ^feri^^' Here 
idtectaidthing^oii which! 1 cah^iiuiid' rkf fe>^* 
^peotdtic^sTfdrpkitlDn an<l' peade-; foi^ holl* 
ripikjaliA*happi6esii iof tiineaartl' eternity ; 
boKiebiipxi^ thai will^ avails me in thehotti- of 
idefiDth,! dnd at tHe^dayn of Jiiidgiilenti «toAe- 

4hih^>tiMl 3/vSlll bear like upladaidlil^dwt^^^ 

h2 



oftworldsy and bie & satis^ing portion feir 
fever ind ever^ I am not a^hainett of irij* 
^Oitfidenoev for " I know >wiiom I h^Dv^ -b^ 
npved^ iand am jpersuaded that h^ is uMief lb 
Ifeqi Xliat Avhich I have committed tc> \Aisi 
againstthat day." ' :^ i 

I Biik whit is the naft^re of thy jfakh % 
Bdst thou heUe^e on the Son of God'^ '^ 
ffjikM which Christ and his apostles ^i^ 
iMmrse so fully, and with which they oc^e^' 
such invaluable blessings, is ^ot a' mei^ 
belief of the facts recorded in scripture, Hr^ 
a mere assent of the understandinsr to the 
doctrines of the Gospel. This, though tie^i 
cessary >in its place, is not truejaith m the* 
Son of God. It may exi^ without exwtin^- 
the slightest influence on the heart knd I^> 
aiid is ' therefore only the shadow of feith^, 
tl^e cou^iterfeit of what actually lives in the 
aflfeptions^ of the real believer. x\las / tHfe 
faitlji of most men is a mere negative fai^h, 
the prepbssesl^ions of education, a i^itlb^ 
which consists in not disbelieving the truths > 
qftlte gi(^pel ; or at bestj it is only (iiei spe-^ 
culitiV'^ recommendation of their resuK)^, 
wbieln indiices them to concur in certaiR- 
{tfopositions^concerning the Son of God and-, 
the gospel of hi» salvation. To such it may . 



k^, s?(i4^ ) .'^ ^thj^ ' devife^lso bielieTse and trem*^ 
^fu'lo fTcueifeith on the Son trf God is of 
a90tb^)tind. It hst ani fassent net merely 
^ t)^, mtdersUmcliQ^^ but of the heart* ft 
i^^^|i<^. per suasion of the ti^th of the gospel^ 
in its character, power, and effects^ aecom- 
pBi^fi^ \^ith an aeqniesc^ce of the will and 
%j9i^tk))^« It is a cordial submission to the 
n)i^Q4io£ salvation as revealed in tlie Bibl«i^ 
^^i^l^gh his m^diitioh. It is a living prin- 
<^p|^iia.the sou}, leading the possessor to 
^\ff}s%jHiX\i huonUty, contrition^ love, aqid 
c^ufi^nc^. It is to flee to him as the ap- 
poip^^ chiding place, from a conviction that 
h^j )s tlie Qflly refuge. It is a mental access 
t^ihiww pi^^^^i^ fr^»3L a deep sense of 
gi^ iMid wretchedness, and of bfis will and 
p<^^ *f, to save to the uttermos:t. ail that 
cgif\e ;tipto God by him.* ' It is to give up 
j4ii9th^r;grounds of hope, and as poor, pe- 
ri^tefilg) , heJlpless (creatures, to build upon 
I\j^i]^r$pn, and word as the found^^tion of 
[^td(Wii/I)^^9e9 and eternal felicity. It is a 
8^jappiicatiK>n of the suitableness and suf^ 
fy^imoyi ot\m >Vork of redemptiou, an afii^ 
9i^(m AU hU m>^rcy and merits, andadepen- 
di^ii^0,Q&>hrm for grace jasi the Head of all 
vitai iftfluence. 1 1 is ; tO; regard him as ^ 



priestlipm'tfthTDne^^^f^a :Prinqef acBdi^ai^i^ 
no|]b;fV>)awl to bei deteriliitted 4orJbd')ga» 
^idl'itedl bij^ hik^ see^ve; as;well astQide^ieizd 
^<\iisB9atn*ifiqe;n Faifli jyChridt^is ckUpib'^ 

fi^Mi dmtrihed by (xtikiintg i,oY^^ 
taqod aiid foi*^\neness, for graee :^iid!lkoiiNi 
Hfea^'y dfor • life and glory ; by i rt^emngfhim 
jjfiiiiliPttjph^t to teach and instrutet><K>P^ieafc 
to atone and intercede', a King! to ^NrQteel^ 
^fiidciy atid govern ; by loading to hilixMith 
lot intelligent; eager, wishful eye^.anr^j^ 
M penitence aiid hope, as the wotind^ hA 
ftieKtes looked on the brazen Serpent. XJni-j 
dcr the -teaching of the Holy Spii-it, the 
ttweteeliever has acquired such at knowJbc^gji 
df^hiiiiaelf and of the glory of Ghrist^^ ofiMl 
oNitt^wiittts and the Savioiir's ali-snffiitepne;^ 
thk* ih^ is-kd to commit hijtoelf to hii i^re^ 
isvflft; ^odd Shepherd who gav^hifelifeifa^ 
tte'pheJ^p.^ Awakened to a'sense^Mftf^bii 
^itt^ihd da^^er as a sinner^ he maJkes ^earij^^ 
est d^fiUcittion'to the^Son of Qod it^a tjhraxld 
Itf^^raeei^^and renouncing' kll (iohfittencej S3 
ttfe^i^h,; tru^s ahogeilher in his bl6€id^ HfM 
rt^iteecmSM^fe. i ' Enabted to bear ih* veiild 
fiBrate'tiial' taiseth the^ dead, bfc md^^m 
i^4ines(g(x^f life, i^aixdadr the daii^ti^xereis^df 



affismce 4uid prayer looks to Jesii^ i for hki 
sanctifying Spirits and for grace to he^.in 
every itime of need* Such is the faith o£ the 
gospel ; not ^a cold, dead, inoperative opwh 
ien^fant a lively, active, ^efficacious princi^ 
ple^ discovering it^lf by inspiring humility^ 
bte«thiag cantr ition, animating to hope; 
eneb^iraging to < confidence^' quickening to 
love, constraining to obedience, and filling 
the soul with joy and gladness. 

Mktaken world! how lamentable the als^ 
most universal delusion Qn the subject of 
faith ! It is enough for the great mass of 
professing Christians, that they have never 
seiriously . questibned the truths of their re- 
^gion ; and though they neither abajidoo 
Uieir wicked ways^ nor their unrighteous 
thoughts; though they have never cpm- 
mitted their souls to Christ in self-renunciar 
lion and self-4espair ; though they never 
look to him with an anxious eye for par- 
don, CMT strength, or sanctificaj^ion ^ though 
their heart and affections are set, not on 
Christ and the things which are above, i)ut. 
on the things of time ^nd sense ; though^ 
alas! this is the characteristic feature of the 
wodid called Christian^ they . will maintain 
tJiat they believe on the Son of Godt^ Re- 



pit^baite . faith ! i^mpty religian ! ^ Can tYit 
maxt Yfho li veiB in the < Bpirit ^ of th6 wd^ld j M 
sin^and inr pleasurev he a believer 'J^ ^^Cfettt 
the Son of God live in that heart • whi<?h'* » Jb 
devQted to his enemies "J in vain- thfei^ 
multiplied forms of devotion, and cOsUy dti^ 
tips of homage : they rwoi^hip -witho^ ^ 
objoctj or they adore the cr^iture of tH^# 
own imagination ; or, if they approach^ tbfe 
supreme Jehovah, they present^ not a JiVlilg'' 
sacrifice^ but a dead and heartkss carbifi^e: 
And shall the earnest exhortatiorisv '* Exit- 
mine yourselves," ** prove yourselves,'^ "ti^ 
yourselves," '^whether ye be in the faith,^' 
be>reiterated without effect ? Shall the af- 
fectionate caution, M Take heed, lest tb^WJ 
be 4n any of you an evil heart of uttbelieP^n 
departing from the living God,*' be to-- 
forc^dinvain? '^^ 

B»t contrast with these unhappy self-de^-^ 
ceivejps the character of the true beliewiv 
Rrpught out of darkness into marvel toris- 
lights delivered from the bondage of^itt 
and Satan, and reconciled to God thi^bugh 
tlie death of his Son, he enquires with the 
Psalmist, *' What shall 1 render unto Ae^ 
Lord for all his benefits 1" and while* gi*a?- 
titude enlarges his heart, love eonstrains? 



hvm tQ live to.tbe gbi^of thattSarvriow'vrhd 
cM^4fw 'bioi and roBc again. Instead ^6fkl^ 
diujlgin^ p. proud, conceited, seji^sufficieDfC 
spiIu!t>^4»: manifesting a {»t)faDe» ' Or selfisdf,^ 
or sensual tefnaper, b^okl him now denying 
himself, taking up kis cross, and following' 
tJbi^ ^ta^viour ; ioadung/sin, and himgeriii^' 
and fthjrsting aft^r righteousness; humblb 
iM: pil36perity, cheerfulrin adirersity, cotfj-* 
tented with the allotments of Providende^; 
patient aiuid^ the trials and sufferings^ cf 
\\i(^ji ^Ibtentiye to the duties of his station^ 
s^<*ioui^ and i^piritual in his religious ser^ 
vices, r ready ito forgive, willing to commu-. 
uipat^i) q. kind and tender-liearted neigh^i 
bowi* a. faithful ^nd affectionate friend, ifc" 
felting 4i3PMi generous relation; inoneword,^^ 
'%|in epistle of Christ kaiown* aid read Sof * 
all men," exhibiting "the worik of feith; 
thei^bouF of love, and the patience of ho^ 
mjQ^ir jLqrd Jesus Christ," and yet pahfill^ 
afl^rimoiiefOf the divine presence^ and of thf^* 
if^QUcesrof the Sph-ity that he may gtorl^^ 
i^^Dr^fwd more his all-gracious Father, wh6^ 
is.in leaven. . -ci' ■••..■ -^iti 

„li^hO:iaan wntemplate such -a charactiw', ^ 
an4 :nQ|b discriminate bHween hiiw thut be*- 
li^Yi^thr wd him: that beliereth not ? Whd 



ci»»ewgai(se wch R wbject.of,fliyine ^t^f^^ 
aB<l,iiQt,;ifi>R*Jr(lly; 8?.y, " Happy. *rt;*tj9Ji^. 

Mifty^r. thoi^^ not ewwpt from tb^.^^^f^ 
tiwpii^Jdent itowortal<;ty. tluju art tajipj; 
cjy:*p fA pi:e?eBt^ for ttjy sips are pt^^dQ^e^,' 
•i^i.thy^pei^op. is accepted in the Belojvif^^ 
Bitter :^ may .t)e,|the cup. dispensed. VyjftB 
all-wjse Parent,for ihy Bpiritual health.^^^ 
welfere, ,tljpucaa^t,,iiot taste of etter^ 
death. . ,Be.nQt;,ea^ down^ then, at th^ t^j^^ 
tliop. mayest nwet with, in thy CJbrigtij^ 
qt^MTse, but strive to mainta^D ti)^.ha|i)t^ 
joy ifi die Son of Godiaad in i^eJjiQp,^ ^^, 
p^livilpges thou deriyest.frQio: ^>vn: J^.-i* 
iBeet.tS»t.(hPU showjiide^t, make, mjeriyiiap^ 
t^glac^, for thou wast dead « ,and aj^^|ivj^ 
•gain,; , thou vfast.ioati.aBd^rt fomd-.^ ^^(* 
little wlyle, and unmixed joy ^all pervai^ 
ti|y,,wh(J.e^squU and.tUy ha,ppy spirit,.^ 
free from the cares and sorrows of e^rtb,' 
sliall vie with the angels of God'a streqgia 
in doing his will, and in ^i^iiig) "$ftlya-: 
tiou to him that sitteth mpon the th^me, 
aud to t)ie Lamb for ever .and ever.'' :, 

But hast thou consider^ the neces^g of 
faith, and thy pei-soijal cQDcern in this mat- 
ter 'i '* Dost thou believe oa the Sou of 



1^0^'eii if FaitKS 9^ 

If there he any' one sMBJiefetifKMP 

cith'bhallenge the attention of iMdi aAd^Kd^ 

nnSiititled t6 absorb his irhol^ 86ttl"ni(!^ 

th^ 'anoth^, it i^ th^ qttestiba ph)pd^d'l# 

t1ii8»few words. Withcyot faitH theWs iHi^ 

hit 'lid jpardon of sin, no r^ewiil hf -^^ 

h^fiti no tfctory over the world; ih6^Bf^^ 

Sid "the' devil, no triumph over' death' 'tfA# 

t^ g^ve, no title to eternal Ufe-i-**^If ye* 

bipfifeVe riot that I ain he, ye Shall die'ifl' 

f^ nik" "He that l)elieveth not' flie' 

^!i(to shall not see life, butthe wrath of Gbd? 

4bideth on hixn." " He that befieveth attd* 

A^pthed, shall be saved ; but he that'be!'^' 

Hfev^ not shall be damned." Faith is th'S 

^t^tmark of distinction between the heiry 

of Hep.Ven, and tlie heirs of hell. O InoTt- 

^rhtii mnst be the guilt of neglecting s<^ 

^fe<d.t*fifdvation! of sinning against the gb^f* 

piiF of grtice, and the love of a drucified Sa- 

vptir! **If h^ that despised Moses' la\jr 

ififed t^^ithout mek-ty, of how mtich sorer' pn- 

nlsWilbent, sn'pposeye, shall he be thbir^Ht 

worthy; who hath trodden nndei' fo6t fh% 

Son of G6d V Who can wonder, if in^^he 

gWttt day of Christ's appearing arid glory, 

^lidi bold rfejecteifs of the divine mercy 

shotird be filled with wild despair, and in 



m»}pi;^H aiiid,arock.§i.tOv&JI #n, ,^m^ *94 
hi^^ thein fiplfl tW face of him, ithalt sitft^ 
i^pofl jthe v^lftrope, a^d from the wrath .<rf ^ 
^^aflib,?", Unhappy m^n! when, f>Jie tJwt 
in?de,|thpaji.will ij5(?t h^ye pacji'cy o|i %hfim$ 
SLfid be ^hat f^ro^ed ihefp, mil shew the^^ 
fetYOTi''* wliefli mounting and rqcksjwilliib^ 
as inseiay^ible to their pry^ as th^^y ,|ioi«v,iftr# 
tQ th^ invitations of a Ipng'-suflfcring. |l#r 
defifier ; jwh^n the justly offended; KiB^icis 
th^ ^^^rx^^e of jbi^ power and jn^ticj^, : w^ 
say jto his ^erv^ntS) , ^' Take themvand,h4f^ 
then^ Jiand aiid foot, and cast thein imiff 
oyilief darjmesa ; th<ere shall ]>^ weeping a^ 
gnashing of teeth.'' ,., nif^ 

iWh^ti lioly- feai: ajad, cautiop : shi>^^i be 
avf^^^ft4 in^^e^siQuyt .Wh^^t aQ^yijigj-igh 
qwi^i V^t piJy a^; to thje nature, ;^t41wtt^ 
]^}rt. as>4i> ith^ «atur^. f^i thy faitfc i..> j))q^ 
iJio^ } beIiQ>^e . P4 1 itte S<?a of" God ?, ; , W\^ 
^\ierjth^]ii:wayest faftcy, Qt^ what^jfonp^fie 
th^umftye^t |>oss0^ in ^, rwud ;of vfli^^ 

dtttie^K i or ift ' the exeifcise of; extern^I^j^ej^^ 
lityi iW/in^ntbe high, soijipding pku^jtSf^ 
frieod«kiaiftd' ^eighboui^ '^l^ isiholloF i>WJd 
decejUfluH) ijVHjthout a ^ jiivjilig. iaith ip (>the :,*Sq1i 
of G/(i>(i- >i!>iTl*y pea^e kt5eiletl|4rgyr^wy<5][i 



» the^ fbr^-runti€lt- 6f d€»*b: ' Tbdm *rt! ttl- 
^^«dy d*Al in kV, afid Kk6'a>cD4l4^ 
^^hWiinatlHTMly wkitiiig th^^^ feppfiiiited time 
feV «!xfe*utron. ^ There fe safvatiofl in^ 4o 
btfer Tiame than that of th^Son of God, 
^ttd^faith is the haiid whii^h appi»fehebds his 
•gi-are, his blood And rig'htfeotistferfs, by 
tv4iicb he' saves •, is that trhfch interests the 
^tenei^'in all that Christ has d6he and 
«llflfer«edv and la all that he has receired to 
commtmicate^to his believing peoptei Dost 
thou feel thy sin and dangei- 1 He is wait*- 
iiig to ' be gracious^.' Arise, he callie th thee ; 
and his language is, *' Come uttto ine^ all 
ye that are weary and heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest."^ 

Happy the man who has clear and satis- 
fkctoiry evidence of the reality of his faith ; 
#ho afetually trusts in the merits of the Son 
of God for his pardon, relies on his grace 
artd Spirit for his renewal unto holiness, 
and returns to his heavenly Father as his 
unchangeable portion. He has obtained the 
remission of sins ; '* being justified by faith 
he has peace with God." The Wrath of 
God no longer abides on him, and he is no 
longer a slave to the law of sin and death. 
Blessed art thou ia every condition; in. 



(loo TJie object of Faith, 

health or fijdkae^a^ iBrpr^sp^ty or adver-- 
sity, in life or death. O let thy cheerful 
and grateful acknowledgments ascend to 
the AuthMr of eTctry/good and perfeot'gift. 
He found thee hopel^b and helpless, but 
behold, what manner of love the Father 
hatl^ bestowed upon thee, that thou should- 
est be called a child of God. In yonder 
happy wprld thou h^^t a valuable feversi^i^^ 
'* an inheritance incorruptible, undefilea, 
and that fa^eth no^ away^" Having *' re- 
ceived Christ Jesus the Lord so as to "Walk 
in him,** thou art blessedi.andshaltbelblee* 
«ed for evermore. . 
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5Jg9^Gp !the High; and X^^^y Qfle jiihajb^^ 
etenftity, and has heavenforhis {fii?bide. hcsn 
graciously opened a way ot ijifercour^e with 
his creatures on earth, that he might com- 
municate to them his will, and receive from 
them, in return, their homage and requests. 
By the lively oracles of his word God 
makes known his will to man, and by prayer 
and supplication man renders his homage, 
and pours out his desires to God. And if 
it be an honour to be addressed by the 
King of kings, the blessed and only Po- 
tentate, as in a document written with his 
own hand, how great must be the privilege 
to be permitted to draw near his throne of 
grace, and by prayer and supplication main- 
tain a holy correspondence with Deity it-- 

i2 



1 02 PmwtnrimoB^ii^ Prayer 

sidCIn Btrtj ftia^l iinan h lAseiBible of r his 
Irigh'priviliage. i(ife Is kiviiedyfaek oom^ 
manded) tomake faisrequesis kn6wii hnto 
4ltyl ( but with a bliodne^ audi pewerset- 
fiJE^d thiatt may well exdt^ astOBishinenf hhd 
pity, he despises the prdffered faVoriy .and 
ci^strasHS ; prayer b«fore Him; i ' i j i ! ? 
^ Look abroad intoTthb world; iiabd see how 
tttiany altogether aeglect this importaQt abd 
idlenta^ duty ! And yet what sense isan; that 
man have of the presence of Ghodj what de- 
"^^il^s of his mereyv' what hope bf hisniaVor, 
^ho calfe not upon his name 1 '• It kin Gk>d 
hfe lives, and moves, and has his being; 
itnd yet he nevet* aicknowlcdgei hi& .grekt- 
'iiessi and goodness, never iitiploires his 'for- 
giveness, nor supplicates his mes^cy* To- 
wairds his fellow^men he will demean^ -him- 
self with respect and pi*opriety,i but treat 
the great Jehovah with^ neglect and con- 
tempt 1 to the creature he- will pay the ho- 
nor that is due, and yet never bow his knee 
before the suprMie Creator 1 ^ ^ ,. 
> But of those who make conscience of 
prayer, and desire to approve themselves to 
God in the disohai^e of t^e serious duty, it 
is not characteristic of all that they " pray 
always, and never fain^.'\. Mistaken views 
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of the word.t>{A7od, or> illie power lof tempta- 
tion, or stk-ii^glesiiri^ tKiir e^iii \ fOis^iofis^ 
or diswder; of ^ha anisnilastmitSi.t ot 4a jer- 
roneotts interpretatiiott bf miim dispfms^iiQxm 
of Providence, 'WiU At tiibes^ so. : darican the 
mind of particufaLr • imdiYichii^lBi j ^ as to lead 
them to question the Qodeiisil^fOr^pDOpriety, 
or pos&ilMlijty» or utilikyid^^ eter- 

cise ;; and^ in eotisei}i^0noe, j jlo » he ' irregular 
at least in their atteaoftibii/to it, «f iiat .alto- 
gethet-toisitsipaidit. • «: ;ii ) • ) , 

One vrill be tealipted to inquire, (for it is 
not an ob^ction peculiar to avowed infideli- 
ty^). *Hoiv can it be pecessary to apprise the 
all-*wise God ofi what he knows. better than 
I can tell him ? And where is the* propriety 
of praying to him for what he ha» previ- 
ously determined to bestow, w withhold V 
This,: be it observed j is not alw^ysjthe diffi- 
culty of the sceptic^ nor Qf thi^ indiflSerent. 
It sootnetimes fastens, with tdistressingf^wer, 
oik the mind of the pious» But may ^ we not 
say in reply to it, — ^Who doubts^ rthe, con- 
currence of ordinary ev^its. i»» btiiftging 
about the will of Qod /? Why Ihen should 
. the agency of prayer be excluded uia this 
great design I i Why should nottlie prayer 
of faith, and the divine acceptance of it, be 



*%;«»*! te .pyfKt; ,pf, Pw('«,iPW5MM% 
"pi will. ,w;ttie p(!csr|:ence,a(r^d.f)^rpg,<)g 

llDfjesor BhadoTir-of Junlisg,;;; )>nt^ afj^j, 
iiS,i»flvery jYljOTe represented j*§pi:'Pfil<16 
ag ,tha ,cqnjJilioin, of rifceivijg, /4fp,"i^,j(g(, 
^ovs, , that what Giod has (IfitfjopjOfS, Jift 
m;t(j,,ll? ha? ordained. ^W prayer, ghi^.tjp, 
tjio ,(iie?fl of procuri^ j 4fl'^ "tOi >!*i ifflS 
see mfinite . wisdom in tlys. const^t^gn-ojtj 
tlipi^^, Isjiot the exercise ■ qf,; ,pi-aj;eg5 
^ipenUy caieulated to imprave jthe w^^ 
h^jpg.qfjfhe Qre*ture,,whilqit,co(i?ji)jl^ M\*! 
h^^m-. of.. fJofi. Creator 1 , If;| ^s, ft r^spe^^^^ 

%fi it is, «l>?^ liPWfi?. iwe Lto :!i(S,.9teP»afc 
a5|atnifs^,;aft ajlihqivlcdfflJiejit ofjlis,,!*)!^ 
sy^jqi^^^cy^ ;a^, a giorilyingof hiamere^j; 
'**^«»t'.^?,SiWg'"'''' """'; "" expsesgiojifl^, 
his depefl(^eji9e,fi testof his humility,* i^itj(ji 
afl(JiP^Ai^'i9ev?"d an important mea^/of 
ii^i^pfipg,anj4 qiiiciceuiiip; the scusihilj^ 
o^)HS9Pti!^9Mtfi^^ Thoiig-liGod, tlierefoije^, 
'*,[]5efilie,ep,4,H"P'" the heginniiig" withp^i 
vnyji^^Di»|pf purpose, is it aot obvious, tli^j 
ptjye!r'(s,life%, useful in bviijgiflg us iiitgi, 



A' dtarfe^fit to re^ceiv^ hi* blessings; by dwtw- 
ittg^fttet our affertidnS'Aftet- them, ahd by 
e*t5tmg'*and cherishing a fr^me of mind 
cditespOBident Mrith our situation and wants ? 
O let the anxious inquirer tak^ rfefuge iii 
thei^isdom of God; In compassion to thy 
souly hie has not only given thee the gosprf 
of his gtace, and committed to men the mi^ 
niStry of reconciKatipn; but he has set up « 
thi-ou^ of grace, at \^ich he invites, encou- 
rage, and commands thee to pour out thy 
heart before him. Cease then to surrender 
thy better judgment to carnal reasonin^^ 
and und^r a convicti(»i that thou canst ol}- 
tain no spiritual blessing but in Xhe way of 
the divine! appointment, henceforth culti- 
vate a habit of prayer at^ a necessary step to 
the Accomplishment of thy desires. *'MeA 
ought always to pray, and not to faint. -'As 
no timte is exempt from the obligation (rf the 
•duty, s6 no circumstance should discourage 
thee from the regular dischiarge of it. i 

While one is disti-acted with pei-ple*ing 
doubts as to the^ necessity or propriety erf 
pi-ayer, a sense of guilt will operate on ano- 
ther, and interrupt his approaches to the 
throne of grace. He has unhappily stray- 
ed, from the fold^ and the guilt of sin, lying 
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i|ppi^ h^ QOikBciehte, fills liim'with a jealoUsy 
q% Gq4» and tempts hlm^ like Adatm, to'ke^p 
af ^ distance from him. > Aki& !' feays^ li^t, 
' Jho)¥ can. I go to^Gred^ and caH biW Fatftier, 
Bf^ipg I have dishonoured my relation to 
]l)}m; by a base compliance Tvith the solidtai- 
Ififtm of sin "? Had I never tasted his jgi*actf, 
i could have: ventured into hi$ preseAoe* 
^^t halving provoked bis hMdisplea^ar^ by 
myungri&teful wanderings, I dare not lift up 
mipie eyes to his mercy seat.' ^ «- 

, Xiekfit be admitted that this isa case inUch 
to, , he, f Jatoented, Let the imhappy wan«- 
d^eri a^ravate his offence, and reflect 
^}}^ kwn self-reproach upon his disingetiii^ 
ou^ji^nfiage towaiids his heavily Fathei-*-^ 
bi^j^ i^ bd tO: restrain prayer also befoi'e hiiol 
What said the . compassionate Saviotir 1 
"Men ought always to pray, and not to 
faint> " , ' rif y ' ' indeed, ' ' thou^ regardest ini- 
quity in thy heart, the Lord will not hear 
thee ;'' ( but if thou ^ art sensible of thy sinv 
4n4 S>^ itS; deep malignity, and with gOdly 
«orrow acknowledgest and forsakest it, 
question not but thou* art a welcomer suppli- 
ant in the eyes of '' the Father of mefcies 
und God of all comfort." " What prayer 
or supplication soever be made by any 



p^j^V^ said Solom^B^ f^ or by alt the pedpl^ 
(jif I^ir^^t . vrhich shall khoMf levery man ilife 
{^gue^f his /t)wn hearty and spread forth 
hisjhitnd to heaven ; then hear thou in hea- 
ven,, and hearing fijTgivev" Let thi^ coiS^ 
ditioa of acceptable prpyer rouse thee tb 
ooosideration^ and encotimge thee to spreaid 
forth thy; hand toi heaven* Let it assu)*^ 
thee». that *' God will be very gracious iintd 
^e0 itt the voice of thy cry, and tha^ wheil. 
he shall hear it, he will answer thee/* JSe^^ 
*»i^^, .the friend of the wretched, is "toudied 
witJx- the feeling of thy infirmities, " Und has 
^j^pre^sly promised^ that he "will seek that 
i^hiah was lost,, and bring again that wliieK 
wap^driv^n^way^ and bind uptliat whith 
\\^$, broken,; and strengthen; that which \i^s 
sick^.':'. JUetthis thought, with* the recdllfec^ 
%}Qx^ ,th4t;be^ia:t»ow passed itiW heav^'^ 
tfe^-^-t© fjJIead iJUr cause,, and present ^hi5 
^l^dien^c! unto deith aad the atobetnenb ^ 
hj^,bk)Odifor:Our acceptance with the F^O 
^leuVji (JUiAken ithy/ ret^orny a^rd giv^^ Wihg§ 
tc^thy pjrayens ;.for '' he is abk to^ sav** *t(y 
ttpiM^tterjwwt all that come mnto God Irjr* 

V Jot di^okiJ^g arouiidi w^mayiseb^a thitd ^^ 
opp'es^ed mih an6e&sex>£ pvesent ifySnnri' 



ties and general imperfection, th^t'tiU^ 
heart sinks, and tlie privilege of prayefr'^ 
forgotten, and its exercise stiapended. UB- 
der some peculiar circumstances, corrojft 
appetites, or evil dispositions, or worldly 
distraciions, exert such a painful inHuence 
over the conduct, that he is filled witli anx- 
iety, distress, and confusion, and h so dis- 
couraged by the conflict that he ceases to 
call upon his God. 'I thought,' says h^ 
* that I had submitted to the terms of diaci- 
pleship, and that l?he preVailiiig''d*ifir^W 
iaf hfeart weretowfeirds CHHat'ilfla'HHa>rtiAy 
things ; but wKencfe these imTii'd''rtJlW*' 
lioiiB, these corrupt aflffect)ons,tJi^*«!'Wtirtaiy 
cOiJn|>Uaiices 1 Would 1 coWld' -say,' "'CWtt 
be mercifa! to me, a sinner';'" biit t iUsjlftW 
my 6^n sincerity, aAd'catfnotprif;'''' '*' ' 
'Hbw melancholy a concMsi^fl'iAfii'! !h*U 
c<Mitrary to the'dictates of afi ^npiertiittj^ 
AiSnd !■ When the sobI id in susiien^, ^'trt 
Better method can be adopted thkti' thaWtf 
Ae psalinist ?— " Sbarch me, O Goi9,'itiif ti^ 
the ground of my heart ; prove tne, antl ct^ 
amine my thoughts ; look wdl if Wt^cJfclA 
any wicked way in me, and lead-6ieitt 'the 
way everlasting." Yes: " meii mi^htal- 
way s ' to pray'^ 'and iiOt to ' faiiit" ' By' "die 



grace, of prayer the very infirmities and, 



sina, which now spread confusion and dis-i 
order through tlie whole soul, woultl be.' 
weakened and subdued ; and by a believing 
amplication to the blood of sprinkling tlieir 
giwlt would be done away. " If any may 
sin," — ^what tlicnl must he thenceforth lie 
dpwD ID despair } must he thenceforth yield 
an uodisputetl victory to the enemy, aud 
give up all for lost 1 No, no. " If any 
m^ffi^, ^pf^.Jb^v^i^n Ady/Qca.te wit^ ^^e F|a-^ 
ji^r.fi;^u«,C%ist.,thejiigjxteoqg!j aj[f4,j*e, 
Wi^ifllppitiatio^ifer Qur.sins." ',' I^^ihirti' 
OM^if^TisjipLE^i^t^Qus redemption;** I mercy :to 
Pfpf^,(^iir, (guilt, andgrftce.tpcqmfort^at^ 
f#^tif)r.,ouir ^s(f^\^. . ]U)9lt then, titti|9f;t),ys 
^^^,fft'f^is4all-p^eya4liDg,Adv9G^^^^ ''Y% 
ever live^i^o loake, intercession ipr^Heer' 
^fi^sii^yi. s^'fttedipp a tbrpn^i of ,gr^p^ fj^ni 
)(4iisftpfi '!;>£, fjispeq^es pardon tp the guilty, 
gf;f<^ lijttte.B^^dy, r*8t tp.the, w/oaty^ : ,aB,d 
jH^jtft', iflpHvnera.. i ^o J^ifl. tVpne t|iw' is* 
f9ff^,iM:,SV^isy smj af.inan, a weijcppift fpf 
i4l,t|(^ .qWoe. ,.,|!DcouT^ge tJjyBetf; th^r&- 
for^.f^it|h^i]^(fi:4t *^ say, iiyith thepsaliRiist, • 
*.',j^Jjy,^(thQU!,c^t dpwn, Qmy souli and 
wh3(,iai^ ithou. disquieted, wi^W .ipel" 
*-^Gird up the loins of thy mind, be sober, 
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and'hopeto the end/' WhateiEer eiiemn$ 
assail thee^ hold on thy ^w^y^ ^^ prs^ki^idl 
ways M^h aH prayer and «upplicatibiiium 
the Spirit, aiid Vratcbing thereuiito 'widuall' 
pei^^eirance/'; la Chri£»tV hands thaa>a^ 
diife. >AI1 necessary ii8sidtakiceis'^eeufied^; 
thee in tli« well-ordered coT^nant^ n^r tii4H 
the Lord foil 40 "deliver thee £rom/e:ihot^ 
e^il work, and to pi^es«ve thee aiito^: Ml 
heavenly kingdom/' :r f r5 

A delay> of answer to prayer preserot^^a. 
sburee ofdiscouragement to a fourth^ >iiiaid 
^te may hear him say, ^ I have pray^/nnidbv 
a!nd long, and earnestly too, but i tseemi 
answer to my prayers. Had it been Gtodla 
i*ill to setad me relief, I should* not be <)rGt 
struggling with my difficulties. I ca^bot 
but conclude, therefore, that my prayee^k 
rej6<ited, and that I have pi^ayedrin vaioiirp 

Such is' the melanchcdy and unwavrattted 
language of maitiy'who aj^e left for: aiVlai^, 
%Y the wisest reasosis, undar weaknessas 
wltich extort the bitter sigh of the h^Eurt,l«r 
ubder trials frcMsi whicb they seek ajhiisty 
dteiiv^mncel ^They forget that defciyi is^lob 
refusdll^,'and that the prayer of faiithf thotsi^ 
ttoit ani^wered imtuediatdy^ canJaev^ifatMikf 
fijEUil ^deuipliBhmeatvn Th^ piliai^:. otlma^ 
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¥ea may give >Vay, bufc the S*r«igth of 
ferag^ who is holy, just, and true^ can aeir 
tfaer lie ndr . deceive, " This is the cQu&r 
tienee we have in him, that if we ask any 
thing according to hia will he heareth us : 
find if we know that he hear us, whatsoever 
jcrefadk, we know that we have the. petitk)ns 
.^at we; desired of him. ' ' Let no man; say^ 
Ikfea^ t* the Lord hath ciast away my prayer^ 
and turned his miercyfrom me." It may 
bei thy prayer has been answered in ^ub- 
Mance, if not in the le^e; of iU W^ il; not 
:thu8i:with Je^us himself^ the Captain qf our 
l^alv|ltio^ ? Are we notjtold that "he was 
|itei!d'7 in that he was strengthened and 
ambled to drink the bitter cup, though iiir 
fimH wisdom did oot se^ Qt ,to remove it, 
-igreeftbly , to Jthe precise tenor of hi^ re- 
qui^t'? Was it pot thus alsp y^ith the great 
:^p06tle of the QentUe^ 1; Thrice did he pray 
that the thorn in the flesh might depart 
6rom him* And was not his petition crown- 
led with success by the trial being sancti- 
ji€di to him, though it was not removed 1: 
Do not then hastily conclude that thy 
prayers have not been heard and answered. 
Biit be that as it may, is it not ** good that 
a nlan should both hope, and quietly wait 
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for the salvation of the Lord'?'* Look at 
the importi^Hate .widow*' Did she faint at 
disappointment, and sit down disconsolate 
and hopeless ? Oh ! no. No repulse could 
dishearten her, no obstacle discourage her. 
She prayed, and fainted not. Imitate her 
example, and her success shall be thine. 
In his good time, " the Lord, the Righteous 
Judge," will take thy cause into his hand^ 
and plead it in judgment. The ptoftiises of 
God in Christ Jesus are Yea and Amen, 
and not one tittle but shall have its^illfil- 
ment. Only commit thy ways ttilto^i^ 
Lord, and he shall bring itta pass. ' ^ Yfei -^ 
" the Lord is good to them that wiiit^*feSr 
him, to the soul that seeketh hirii;-' - Poi- 
''the vision is yet for an appointted tittM^I 
but at th6 end it shall speak, and' nOt^4^. 
Though it tarry, wait for it^ because %^^H 
surely come, it will not tarry.'- ^' ' -^ ♦^^M 
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biii</> .'>>lii<jtj i u/r rm i liU ^ ty.\i\!A\Mi\ bin. 
-irlJOvUi'^l/J Sill .TiMOTHV VI^ Ifi^s .'lyo';^ ^J.i iti 

fUiii)ii fii: ''i'Ml >i /j/ fJ:." rt/Iu; ,:i''7 ',:>:. i\i{ 

.,nui:i A .!'r,i. jjM 1 ? i; ciirii. .:;(.;■■.' iV-mit 

■ftftdJ)ifi;^HQ would w^ge.ii^ .wijtb-.^cc^„^s 
ejijqined Ip, ^xerpise, yjgitenc^n r^Iij^PH* 

fljqre sqlt^an, op of mpr/e jflyjorl^pog^ tp,fn 
I^iK pf immoj^litj;;'? Jio^y^ t^ft ^m^tW^ 

jm^m\ iiwiiith p^^^ty ?, ; : U9frofm> 1 i^«i ffm-' 

put it aside, a8^t;,){fjer% tfty.i^^kuWfftvlpr 
inferior pursuits "J As not to engage in this 
warfare, is to seal his own destruction, so to 
embark in it coldly and indifferently, is to 
mock his best expectations. It is true, 
there are multitudes in the world who have 
no operative, abiding sense of this impress- 
ed upon their hearts. But religion, what- 
. ever they may seem to think, is not a con- 

k2 



test, ^ithwt fightwgsrami wthoutfears/^lln 
|hi?J w^^rftirif^iithciire i$ no victory without 
^*QYH]|ii^ G^nailicts^ no triumph ; buit after 
. fl[^p.ny. a ;paiwfi4 $tj«igglev The spkit ofi dpr 
jiiQeitiop, wJ^thfBf fcoja rwijtjhini'OjTifrom wrtb<- 
sjQWt, is , not Jimited to any time, QOimtFyj, 
tejassi or deacriptioo.. '' K any ipaE wiU<bfe 
ctii^/digK^iple^fetlw^deny faijuiselfy and take 
Jifcphis qro$$, and follow naie*" Ye&, thee 
(Christian id in a JliiUtant state ; and ^^as(a 
good .soldier of Jesus Christ^'': he !mu3t 
:^\ fijght the good iight of fakh^" aiwl nifcike 
feviety aflfair of human life suh^ervienfc^to 
4Jw» one gteat end of his bding. ' -t' 

No soonCT does the Christian begita to 
fulfil the solemn^ vow arid covdnant entered 
iW/Q at his haptism-*-no sooner does hepiio- 
^^pss the doctrine X)f fajth^ and: €ixhibiti4.he 
Jtife of faith, in the Son of God v than he mvet 
I'^ga^d himself in the chai-acter of ai soHieb, 
aittd fight his way to heaven. '• A pow^ul 
lilMance will frbm this moment be formtid 
>a|f^inst him, nor will any expedient berleft 
untried to divert him from his career^tibtto 
impede him in it. See him oontendingfwi*h 
the p0wfers of the world, the scoflfe arid 
taunts of the wicked, their iBnaaiaring'Mdk«- 
amples, their treacherous solicitationsv their 
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ifklse ifeascmiiigar^ thdrVfttiOH^ alHs tit fl&^ 
Xery'afld of terror. BehoM hkn edrfflictfti^ 
Jirf th tfnei prince erf darkness^ \vtoD, tfftif ^rft- 
ed^ ih» his assaults, and «kiIM lo ^fciiK)^^ -hiis 
advantages, bestirs him^If to^ii^drsue ^ a^d 
,a»iiailing him with^ all Ms' fiery ^ darts, ui^^es 
both strength and' strat^getii to overpoWCT 
ahd 6educ6 him. View him slruggling'with 
ail enemy within, with the treachery -aaid 
ideeeitfulness of his own heart; and with all 
tthedrregular appetites of a corrupt natnte ; 
still finding another law in his mMibers 
iWalinng against the lawof his mind; andtoo 
often ensnaring his thoughts and affectidfnis 
<U) the things of time and sense. ' ^ -"■ 
l>i\A.nd are the world, the flesh, and thede- 
-^1' confederate against the Chrirtiani Sol- 
dier 'otf Christ Jesus, take the alarm, and 
arisef'andgirdthyself foi* the combkt; I^n 
the warffitre in which thou art engage, thy 
[utmost) efforts will be requisite to 'maintain 
!lhe- arduous conflict. What though 'i the 
tworld may cease - for a while to >nex and 
1 molest thee ; its enmity ist fixed,* and in a 
ijnoment <if surprise it will ** wound thee to 
ithy h«urt" Whait though the flesh^with ite 
affections and lusts, becrucifiedi; thous<jIl 
cartiestabody of death^ about thee^whkh, 




like an adder. What thoM^^$9J^Qii; 
U^hgsmmi )Bn€m}4ci£tluyiiS0iiJiiii9jp^ 

i^fWDric;* it^isofidy that^ihe pwiy/i«*yrnf \^ 
SMMte effect in <aa uu^itaa^fidi iip^ttr ,1^1^ i^l^SUf 
In like ^a flood >to « iovenvfaielto! itheq^ u. i^g 
fttii&iess thai now guri^Qwid^ih^ is \^tf^ ^ 
ttieiiaherotts calm^which^ pvieaed^^i^a^ro}^ 
;4[ftdiif thou be lidkdimtoiii^e^W^yrb^iiSH 
mga^est be sifted ft& whebti t; or 1 acf^tt^ed/ 1^ 
liiYa^ driven by a wfairlwindv > Ai^i^^^ tkf(Qt 
.1^ ^rna thyself for the bjittlew. J Y»9^,}iHb 
Khe a ceintinel^ ineessantly UfKW fthe ¥f^tQli^ 
a:)tel 1 "^^^ivays under arms ; and 1 a^hdn } ica|}^d 
.t^4he oi^nffioty i"' fight i thei^gaodi %^}iQl 
i&i^'' and resis4:^eniimtQi (bloods $lbeiy»;ig 
i%ain6bism^ > ¥es .^, ( ^m9i(« ei^en) iii^toi ilbl^^ 
bttt do no* assume an attituide|of<a^;gf:69^0ni 
Ti^ivfBarikteis>mA^o1Esnsxv^J JKut>idto£ea^^^ 

M tUouihastmcrthi^g to jgaiii^Oitt>th^ieili^ 
m^s^bdtiailhtOiiDseL; Sliaidldestiiithoiii 41)^ 
lHy idisvtt-haHcHMed : gvouBflvAjindi ftmini i^ide 
fitGMT the ^h of>diityimfidith^/p€fifi flmgmm 
tkf^e^ ^u aorfrlshoi!D;Qfi(thy)«tretagUft ^iiA 
Bicdme^pafei asTtiUiflP menv ip^^ i^bpfakw^ 
df4h}r ^altattoti Is Qp^ihrngoni^l^^iAi^^CH 
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o€Hir' tkee« and ^mtlioilt the) ^uppQit of. hrlB 
^Bpkit HOthiog butdefeat and' disgrace can 
attend^thy steps. ' : vii: 

-^1%e Christian soldier, having emharkod 
in a^ wat&ire which calls for so inu(^ addresii 
!iiiM$' preparation, must be ahxious ;to. array 
tiJAi^eif in fittitable armour for the glori^iMf 
e&AhBt. And mark the consideratkNO; ol 
hk great Captain and Exomplarj lalihiat 
aifijble storehouse, the gospel of hia^raoe, 
he has pr(^yided his foll^ers with a Tiarieiky 
of W^pons of matchless tamper and efficacy* 
lltat they may be able to stand in theienl 
dat^, and having done ail to standi he iuaa 
cUpi^i^ted iliem to put on truth as their girH 
d(e^> righteousness as tb^ breast^-plat^^ 
^tk !aa ! their' shield, salvation as theirihelM 
iiiM^' the word of God as their sword^ and^A 
hare' their feet shod with the>^reparation of 
the^spei «f peace. But valuable and in^ 
disrpensable as are all these pieces of ^ari* 
mour, none is comparable -to the^hield of 
feith ^(H^ universality and facility in iits ap^ 
plication, and for power and success in its 
Bsei; i Whatever benefit the Christian war^ 
rlof may derive* from any other single wea- 
pon, the defence it imparts is^ confined to 
the bead, or the hearty or the feet;, but 
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&}th is a<XHapreheiisiveigraoe|XQV^iQgi.ii» 
it iRrere, . pvery other piece, of araioiiu^i j^ 
thus extending protection Aud ^eQturitjtfilo. 
the whole man. . = l r \ 

. .Contemplate the mighty achieyementa. 
this .graceu It has subdued jMUgdopnsx 
iaii|uity long established in the^ hearts 4tfjite 
/faptives. It has wrought righteoui^aiies^^iiQ 
€fi^position to all the intrigues and maljqi^ 
^ Satan and the world. It has ^toppedctli^ 
^uths. of fierce passions that bare j^Q^r^ 
like rlioBS. It has quenched the violem)^ f^C 
vi^vemable lusts, that . have raged lilf^ 
ii¥e. . It has tunied to flight the armie^^ 
epjq^ deaths add hell. Faith, in ahort,<ml^r 
<stftutiates things hoped foI^ Rnd,teeiijk2m 
tliitigs; unseen, impressing On the mind SRfli 
a; sense of their reality, as to pro4u0e ^ 
^me influence, in a mejasure^ as if th« pb- 
j^ctSi were actually visible. By^faitbji^te 
rh[eboild1lie/]^ord rending therh^vensf^aiid 
coining with ten {thousand of ihiB saintetito 
^xi^^nte jijidgment upon the world ofjcthe 
Wgodly. : By laith we see the gates (rfferil 
thrown open, and descry the dread scrims 
<^ woe, the horrorsi of despair, the /weepwgi 
wail^igy and gnashing of teeth, that p^ 
.isade^its awful cavenns. By faith also we 



obtam an iifeigbtlnto ^e mai]6sions c^the 
bte^edty ^^erei God is : alt m all, and seethe!/ 
saiinii^ Wpsiyed in Itii th6 ' ckamib < >of divtec^ 
beauty and glory, reigning < as king^' and 
^€f^ ififttO'Gad, aikd crcmningtheir 'geiie- 
jou6 'D^ivei^r l^h incessant adottttiott^^ 
^i^k^^:bg^ and > songs i>f praise,' ^Ije^ 
Mtfe tl^'biit m&ir^al' ib artoy thepcwerd 
OPtt*^ world to come, and the CSiriiMiiin 
S(^ldbr : will be more than a- conqrieror 
diiWigh-Mm who hath lovfed hhn/ No 
(taeidy l^halt^^cce^fully withstand hisprow-^ 
IM ; no fee bat^all ^ield to his victorions 
krmv> Looking*^ the m*cy of oifir Lord 
Jt^& Christ to eternal life, all things %hk\\ 
be^iAibdu^d unto'hitn, and the contest €on*- 
etilded to his endless honor and unspeaka-^ 
bfe felicity, > > 

-^^TbcfU, who art enlisted under the banner 
t^f^tlib^6i*oss, survey the rich provisio!n made 
Smithy i)res^nt victories; and thy final %ri^ 
tlfnphs«i ^Jirding thyself for the ' foatllei 
^itek^ unto thee the whole armout of <3rod,*' 
iind>* above all, theshield^f faith/ '^^ Tht 
wvo^fesrei in which thou art engaged is em^ 
ptetti^lly and by pre-eminenceci^Hed;^ *Hhe 
fi^ of Ifaith/' ' bnita«e then th(«e WOitfaii^ 
^^vwho^itbrougW faith/ ^^btaibed tec^jgood i^ 
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port/* Do the men of the world revile 
thee, or the things of the world spread their 
charms, and tempt thee to the pursuit of 
lying vanities? Remember, *'thi8 is the 
victory that overcometh the world, even 
our faith/' Does the flesh, with the evil 
passions and corruptions of our nature, lust 
against the spirit 1: Fly to the same refuge^ 
and ** purify thy heart by faith." Does the 
great foe of God and man assail the6, as a 
serpent, with his subtle devices, or, as a 
lion, seek to devour thee ? Call in the aid 
of the same grace^ and resist him ^^ stedfast 
in the faith," and *Hhe God of peace shall 
bruise Satan under thy feet." Be not di- 
spirited at the number, or subtlety, or ma- 
lice of thine enemies. The fight thou art 
called to sustain is a ** good" fight. It is 
the cause of righteousness and truth, the 
cause of liberty and happiness, the cause of 
God and his Christ ; and he, who has called 
thee into the field by his grace, will be 'Hhy 
Shield, and thy exceeding great reward." 
** Be strong," therefore, '* and fear not, 
neither be dismayed, for the Lord thy God 
is with thee." Only go forth in the 
strength of the Lord of Host^, and '' no 
weapon that is formed against thee shall 



|4fospe]^J'in7Th*ialiK>ur flfld !C»pect^^^ 
|fae/;Hi]ebapd»aitii^^Bdiy ^ici^ibi^tjjh^^.^e 
jbo ; ciiflwa^tie^ r. '* he tha^ gqeth j forjtfe ,sij|4 
qoi/eepeth^ibearittgpreaiotilB seed^iShvlUlQ^V^)- 
lesS' cotne againi with i^fpieiBg, yhwging bi^ 
iihaavcis with bim." iTha spldier/ipfi tfeie 
^irfaces of this world fights runoertnipjlyiyjtijjt 
ithfo'ei is/OOi, periidY^tiire> itt this^i i^r^^^^e 4 
fiflthrotijgh God thou shaH dp {vali^PiMy, |*ft4 
jhefJt i&ithiut shall tr^)a4 down tUoci/^ii^ 

hiiWithtli^de antmatlBg^asBuraac^ of ^09! 

twebess, and lied ob to the Qonflict by a.,(ffip- 

4taiti of suqh cOB^mmate jskill and cpi^F^r 

^iteuate tenderness— a I Qaptai^, j who ,;h^8 

V <himself ^been ^ anade perfect through ,$Hf[e^* 

ings^i that he might bring many spns unjl^ 

igkjry' 'r^an the Christian warrioi- be iutippa^- 

dated by j the power, ojp allured by^thf^ w%s 

tef 'tihe enemy^ and consent ta abandon; his 

jMAhdard "^.r Pause and reflect. , Perjiitfpn 

Uttendstiby retreat. If he whoineyereqli^^d 

under the banner of Jesue^ sbajil awi^H^ , to 

shame and everlasting contempt, ,wj[iati|^ust 

, ibe iha .portion of the cowardly soldier, ^ho 

traitorously desi^s the cross, and ranges 

«himself in the ranks of the adversary ? V Jt 

. is better never to have known the w^^iy . of 

h 
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righteousness, than, after having knowni^ 
to turn from the holy commandment deii^ 
vered unto him. " 

Let no consideration then of prc^sent in- 
terest, or present ease, induce thee to for- 
sake the generous Leader in whose service 
thou art enrolled. Hark! Does he not ad- 
dress theet in most encouraging accents from 
the court of heaven ? — ** To him that over- 
Gometh will I grant to sit down with me on 
my throne, even as I also overcame, and am 
set down with my Father upon his throne." 
*' My grace is sufficient for thee; -.my 
strength is made perfect in weakness."— 
Let this invigorate thy purpose. The ^ace 
of the promise is commensurate with the 
duty before thee. Oh, how faint-hearted 
must he be, whom certainty of victory can- 
not animate to the combat ! See how the 
battle stands — Christ against Satan, heaven 
against hell, spirit against ilesh. Is it pos- 
sible to enjoy greater advantages than 
these '? O then keep the field. Stand to 
thy post. Make full proof of thy allegi- 
ance. Ere long the battle shall be won, 
and thou shalt stand before the throne, 
united to that noble army^which is now en- 
joying its triumphs in the presence of God. 
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Having " fought the good fight, and finish- 
ed thy course, there shall be given to thee 
a crown of righteousness and glory that 
fadeth not away." Be it then thy brave 
resolve, * Though faint, I will yet pursue !' 
Be it thy daily prayer, ' ** Lord, increase my 
faith," Gird me, O my Saviour, with 
might for this spiritual conflict, and enable 
me to go on conquering and to conquer, 
till I have set my feet upon the neck of 
every enemy !' 



REFLECTION IX. 



THE NECESSITY OF DEPENDENCE ON 

CHRIST. 



St. John xv. 5. 

Without me ye can do nothing. 

Such is the declaration of him who came 
into the world, that through him man might 
do all things. His church is composed of 
various members of widely different charac- 
ters. Some resemble those branches of the 
vine, which, though richly adorned with 
leaves, exhibit no fruit ; others bear a si- 
militude to more auspicious branches, which, 
with perhaps less luxuriance of foliage, 
answer the hopes of the husbandman, and 
amply repay his toil by their abundant pro- 
duce. But as no branch can supply fruit 
without nourishment derived from the root 
and stock of the vine ; so Jesus, in incul- 
cating upon his professing people the ne- 
cessity of union with, and dependence upon 
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him, impressively annomices, *' Without me 
ye can do nothing." 

If it be possible for language to express 
man^s utter incapacity to perform good 
works, pleasing and acceptable to his Ma- 
ker, without the concurrence of superior 
aid, such sentiment is most forcibly convey- 
ed in this declaration of the Son of God. 
Alas! though man was planted a noble 
vine, he is become the degenerate plant of 
a strange vine. He has ** forsaken the foun- 
tain of living waters, and is hewing to him- 
self cisterns, broken cisterns, which can 
hold no water." Hence he is represented, 
in the oracles of truth, as "poor, and mi- 
serable, and blind, and naked ;" impotent 
and helpless, and without strength for any 
thing that is good. Sin has so disordered 
the whole man, as to put him out of the con- 
dition of doing spiritual things. He may 
exhibit the semblance of repentance in a 
feigned humiliation, like Ahab ; or in a 
partial reform, like Herod. He may mani- 
fest a kind of historical faith in yielding to 
the overwhelming evidences of Christianity, 
like Simon Magus. He may display a spe- 
cious appearance of obedience in perform- 
ing many external acts of duty, like Jehu. 

l2 
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All these, however, are but artificial imita- 
tions of spiritual actions ; and as they come 
within the reach of the merest formalist, or 
the veriest hypocrite, so they fall short of 
being acceptable to that Grod who will be 
worshipped in spirit and in truth. So deep 
indeed is man's fall, that he is '^ dead in 
trespasses and sins ;" and 60 extreme is his 
consequent inability, that none but God 
can work in him to will and to do. No : 
^ ^ it is not in man that walketh to direct his 
steps ;" and the branch separated from the 
vine may as well be expected to vegetate 
and bear a large increase, as human nature 
by any strength of its own to abound in 
*' fruits of righteousness to the glory and 
praise of God.'* 

Nor are believers less dependent on the 
same source for the maintenance of their 
spiritual life, and for their growth and fruit-» 
fulness, than sinners are for their conversion. 
As the branch, though it bear fruit, will 
soon wither and die, should any thing inter- 
vene to divert the sap which had fed its 
strength, and increased its vigour ; so the 
believer, if not upheld by the arm of Jesus, 
and continually furnished with fresh sup- 
plies of his heavenly grace, would soon fall 
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a prey to the influence of a corrupt and trea- 
cherous heart, the allurements of an en- 
snaring world, and the subtlety and power 
of his spiritual adversaries. Who ever pos- 
sessed larger measures of light, and know- 
ledge, and habitual grace, than the great 
apostle of the Gentiles ? And yet what is 
his language "i * ' Not that we are sufficient of 
(mrselves to think any thing as of ourselves" 
— not to think so much as a good thought — 
"but our sufficiency is of God," How 
again does he speak of his unwearied exer- 
tions ? ** I laboured more abundantly than 
they all ; yet not I, but the grace of God 
which was with me." Thus piously does 
he intimate, that nothing but a divine pow- 
er, and a special influence from heaven, 
could have enabled him to persevere in his 
efforts ; and that through all the stages of 
the Christian life, the believer is as entirely 
dependent on the supply of the Spirit of 
Jesus Christ, as the branch on the commu- 
nication of sap from the root and stock of 
the vine— •" Without Christ he can do no- 
thing." 

' Who can review the scripture account of 
man's moral impotency, and not lament the 
sad delusion so prevalent in the world on 
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ika!& subject ! Alas ! what pride and arro- 
gance do multitudes l)etray in boasting of a 
sufficiency of wisdom aid strength, in them- 
selves, for all the purposes of the Christian 
life 1 O melancholy infatuation, to live and 
ict, as it were, independent of him in whom 
•* they live and move and have their being !'* 
Toi set up their judgraent in opposition to 
the judgment of their Maker ! to make God 
a liar, that they may glory in themselves ! 
Man's incapacity is a leading truth in the 
religion of the Bible ; and till this be ac- 
knowledged and felt, all other trtiths will 
fail of their design and end. What a new 
world would break in upon them, did they 
but cease to shut their eyes against the 
light, and by the discovery of their misery 
learn to prize the remedy ! The cure would 
be partly wrought, were . the disease but 
thoroughly known. How groundless the 
idle taunt, that such views fill the mind with 
desponding fears, and cut the sinews of ex- 
ertion. Lopk to the people of God in the 
early ages of the church. Did a conviction 
of their weakness and moral inability super- 
induce despair, or lead to sloth and indiflfer- 
encel '' Turn thou me, and I shall be 
turned— Draw me, and I will run after thee 
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— Create in me a clean heart, and renew a 
right spirit within me — Teach me to do thy 
will, and lead me into the land of upright- 
ness — Incline my heart to thy testimonies — 
duicken me according to thy word :" such, 
such were the ardent aspirations, the earn* 
est efforts, awakened in their souls by a full 
sense of their own insufficiency ; and a si* 
milar conviction h&s in all ages elicited the 
same importunate pries to him, who alon€ 
can enlighten man's darkness, and '^ work 
in him to will and to do of his good plea- 
sure ;" who alone " can do for him abun* 
dandy above all that he can ask or think," 
to make him wise, holy, and happy. No 
sooner do men become truly sensible of their 
deep poverty and impotency, than prostrat-. 
ing themselves at the feet of the blessed 
God, they plead Without ceasing that gra- 
cious promise of their Lord, "If ye, being, 
evil, know how to give good gifts unto your 
children, how much more will your heaven- 
ly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that 
ask him.'* O that every proud disputant 
really felt his disease ! that his eyes were 
opened by the Spirit of God to see his 
weakness, ruin, and misery ! How thank- 
fully would he then submit to the divine 
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Physician, and eat of the leavesf of the tree 
which are for the healing of the nations ! 
Happy, thrice happy the man, vrho cornea 
to Jesus in all his native Wretchedness and 
woe. He shall experience the efficacy of 
his medicine, and his ability to heal. He 
shall joyfully acknowledge, * Now I believe, 
not because of thy saying, for I have proved 
him for myself, and know that this is indeed 
the Christ, the Saviour of the world ; and 
that I am safe beyond the reach of evil, 
whilst I lean upon the help of his almighty 
grace.' 

lb connection with man's incapacity the 
glorious truth of Christ^ s aU-suffidency 
Cannot but present itself to the reflecting 
mitid. Though without Christ he can do 
nothing; through him, quickened by his 
Spirit, and aided by his grace, he can do 
all things required at his hands. In what* 
ever heart true religion is found to exist, its 
origin and support must be alike ascribed to 
the fulness of the grace which is in Christ 
Jesiis. With him a new creation rises to 
cheer and enrich the soul ; a new heaven 
and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righte- 
ousness. The clouds of wrath disperse be- 
fore the Sun of Righteousness, arising with 
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healing in his wings. The vrildemess aad 
solitary place gladden at his approaxih, and 
the desert rejcHces and blossoms as the rose. 
By his obedience unto death he accomplish- 
ed whatever was necessary for the sinner s 
restoration to the divine favor and image. 
-His atonement was satisfactory ; his right- 
eousness was complete ; so that a perfect 
amity and reconciliation are brought about 
between God and the believing souL 

And as there is in Christ a sufficiency of 
merit to justify the guilty, so also is he con- 
stituted Head over all things to the church, 
and has received gifts on purpose that he 
might bestow them on the rebellious. **It 
hath pleased the Father that in him should 
all fulness dwell." With him is the residue 
of the Spirit ; and therefore he represents 
himself as the great repository, the only 
source and fountain of hope and help — *'I 
counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the 
fire, that thou may est be rich." There is 
a plenitude of grace treasured up in him for 
all weakness, incapacity, insufficiency ; grace 
to enlighten, enliven, comfort, and sailctify 
the soul ; grace to sustain it in troubles, to 
• preserve it in temptations, to enable it to 
I. hold on its course, and endure to the end ; 



St^ceto ^ide a2)d coBtduct it^ . w tbe icif^ 

wa^Yf to qualify, it for the vaxioua Qffice3#aiid 

relations of life, to ^rengthea it ¥rithj mi^ 

fi)r tihue work assigned it^ to. purify it fr^ia 

it^ corruptions for the divine service, and 

.glory ; /grace, in shorty to supply every n^d 

jfijf, everyi creature under every part oi fes»- 

..nWiiv iSwh is the all*gufficiency of Jedu^<ajtll 

!ftiK>ner shall the light of the glorious «suu in 

.the heavens fail in its; abiUty to illumine the 

{natural world with ijts rays, than thei ;gr)^t 

iS^un of Righteousness prove inadequ^ijt^ 4D 

.MX^part life, and perfection lof life^ to m^x\f 

; W)Tpi of naan thj^t waits upon him. . / ; ,. j ^ 

, t . What matter of| adorationi th5Mi^gil?i»&, 

rftn4< <praise ! , How should, the inexhw^tibilye 

fjyijnessthat dwells in Christ Jtesu^, iinijp^tlB 

-the Sfoul in its noble contention with) t^ 

world, the ilesh, and the fdevil,.and po$sfi^ 

jit- with aoj assui-ed hope of victory over i^v^p^y 

icaemy! . O thou, afflicted soul, tossed jvnith 

.tempests, and not comforted, ceas^.ti^d^^l 

<^.thy own weakiiess ajidhelplessn^^^^lind 

4eam to contemplate the Saviour's isufl5?if^- 

„cy» omnipotence, m^ grace. CentWi j tkf 

. hopes of life and salvation in hinpij ^(H|0; 

^d; e»4eaw)ring to obtain ju^ .yiews* pf his 

. .gr^tn^ss, seek to r^qeiye out of. his fftjmpss 
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grace for grace. Such is the eternal dig- 
nity, the everlasting efficacy, the consum- 
mate perfection, the infinite value of his one 
all-sufficient sacrifice, that *'he is able to 
gave to the uttermost all that come unto 
Grodbyhim." Only supplicate his bless- 
ings with penitence and contrition, and 
thou shalt find, not only a welcome recep- 
tion, but a remedy for all thy diseases, and 
a full supply of all thy wants. Here is a 
fountain of life opened, and " let him that 
is athirst, come ; and whosoever will, let 
him take the water of life freelv." O then 
" cast thy burthen upon the Lord, and he 
shall sustain thee." ^' He giveth power to 
the faint, and to them that have no might 
he encreaseth strength." He has all grace 
to bestow, and all ability to help ; and none 
that trusted in him was ever confounded. 
He will enable thee to shout victory when 
all things seem against thee, and tp adopt 
the exulting language of the apostle, — 
* ' Thanks be to God which always causeth 
us to triumph in Christ." ^*In all these 
things we are more than conquerors through 
him who loved us." 

The incapacity of man and all-sufficiency 
of the Saviour, though leading ideas in 

M 



1^ \,Xfe^ mfimif^^qf^^ 

Q\ixiHt^]^\2i6i^e^ioMi^ disciples, aremotdtiie 
9p)yi oj^^; suggfosl^d by ihis vrrndBi) uS^he 
^fi^5??/ly ^ vmmm^hMfii^ far iife^ iroliit 
^^s^^^^94.gi(oi79i 19 iMiothii^r wiporAt^ poinl 
pf ,0oc^i^i^ implied io^ liis dcelitratieii j XUat 
n^aat )iu hk pi*^^nt state, is a falliai^ g^il^ 
Gn^um .; and that there is ino aalvatiott fw 
any hut |by. the covenant of greude^t asi ds?^ 
gibje ia jthe scripturea as the sun: ii^ v^ii^ 
in^the beayens. Hen^e the nepess^y^^dtl 
ord^r to a participatloa in the un^Kpeakdi>l^ 
bjkssings of redemption, of a personal liliiioA 
i/vith the grei^t Mediator of this co vtoant | 
by the one offering of whose body, once ifi» 
all, every end of punishmei^ is effected, i«fid 
evej^ impediment to the exhibition o£ mH 
bounded; . merey axid grace is iakogeitbei^ 
taken out of the way^i The isacred wHteM 
have employed a variety of images 4o>^ 
fwth.this union* At one lime they 're|n?€U 
sent it as similar >to that which subsistel)^ 
twef^i Uie head mid the members, the coth^ 
sto9j&.and the buildings the vine ^and'the 
bi^attoh^s^ Ax anothet, he that is jmik^ w 
th<>.LQrd is ^aidto be one Spirit ; ^ ai^d J^dl^ 
pv?ty& in be>half of his true people, ^^itilbt 
thgy. ^\\ may be Qne> as thou li'a^er art itt 
m^i.andiJL jft th(E3eii;th»^ ithey; a% may; -be 



etieiin u&" !Keiice it is dlmOus; Aat tli^ 
I56^ecti6ii of t^al' Cht*istik!l8 vrith tlieir 
Lbrd ig^bf a peculiar and moM fntiitiat6 na- 
tape^ tTkey are not only in tH^ church of 

CSiiistbya pro^sion of his doctrftie, but 
ihi^y dwell in him by faith, andhedwelbin 

thrift by lii» Spirit ; thfey live by the feith 
oflCbriat ; thay are ib hira as t^e plrinci()Ie 
^ ^l^itual 1 ife $ they are closely united to 
hini by. a quickening and saving ui^on^ and 
M(it ift of hi» fulness that they alt receive." 
FiiKth in his merits, v^ro^ght by the opera^ 
tion. of i&e Holy Ghost, is the great bond of 
ui^ou:; and while k communicates an im- 
mediae interest in all the benefits of his 
ojbedienoe and 4eath, and opens a channdl 
feiTJih^ supply of aJl needful grace in this 
M!€urld^ it also insures the ^Ifilment of every 
fifoiQisd . and « engagement connected with 
tl|« world to come. Ais the branched live 
ij@i(jthf^ iroot tliat bears them, and pikKtuce 
l^lospoms and firuit, in their season; by virtue 
ofithf^ internal saip with which they are fed ; 
sp l^eiievers live inChriist J^nsu^, with whom 
ttoyi. enjoy inwards* communion^ ^a«d fitmi 
rtimm th^y r^^ve th^ liffe Of ^^i^etfnd ^pi- 
fitml nouiisbnieBt; as eai^nests ftiid {iledges 
ofifutttr^i glory* Agrd^abiy ' ^ith ^hfe view 




186 ^^3^ Hi^dei^^'tf^'^- 

bnt (Dlwfe{ litetfe hi teV'^'*! iaii^ iJQ 'SH 
tilings thro%h.OhHk^idh 'sii:^tf|th(;tieyfi 

etb in us, by hU Spirit ^ih' li^' i^tl^'^iVbn 

,0 whtt d<|ttiitiingiihki|fai^, mi^ eHiV^n- 
id^ h&i^^ -what ite^tttelP j^teilfemMf*" 
thifr-sottlbftbebellevfeti "' ' 
evideAeiei-thef.Wsin^Js^ in 
n«!38 ilk th« serl{ytnr6^,' af'lii§ ui^iTi^fK^' 
Sonof«od^ ' Htt\*-8lwald*ljii^ heart: !)^fe^ 
w^h gnitknde ^nd love- '^il^fckjiii^ta^kt'i 
iagi*hepondi»cen9ioi»'tfed%rabei6f tlife I^-^' 
tteeroeri&^aking'^xichdtist i5tfd[Wlii6^, s'tfin^ 
$iri atid^tliHH]«R, tttto'inftib&y'uiiitm 49^1^ 
hitnf«!lfl->ithiiik-b<elie^i?eif;'of^iie Mfe^J- 
Be««'<5f't'iiy Wtoidifidil. ' ' ^pt ' biilj^'Art^tal 
as «deamfi<«im wratbimd^deia^iitm(^^ . 
th« MafeKtes %ei-e in tto' blobd-sJn'liiKieff 
KoaseS frem th^ swbM dP tHfe 'fiektiti^ii^ 
angd,%ilify-vikae of 1%' uhM 'witTPte' 
sus; ^"fcli'thltt^s am alneP' '"^Kbu aW* 
''^^^l^tefi^ with ali ir^rituatbWiiig^'Iil'l^ 
veiilf pkfeea 'Mi-€hrfet' Jfestts:''' ' WftS^W 
withfei4ti| ^^lesa brancii, trtiich^fe'^Vei'Sa* 
froili'thatt'^e, is ffegerredaifu^l ft)!- iH^M^^ 
tiayi^i"«hdk-'sha}t 'bfe inade iti^^^ 'tti'lH^ 



^ p^ ^ith fn the Sg^^Q^, ^baUkteiitvd 
f|U^(^^r]^ ^V^ti^ fair tby^^iOial^a^ 

V9^&P^^ ^ 'fr«itfW»es^ ^tiH thou 
t*^fl»ei luito a peip^ unto tibe inc!a- 

»ure of the stature of the fdlness of Christ/' 
"TJfl^p ^very one k^. his people i» gifvea 
grafe» aecordiog to the measure of the gift 
Qjt.Cliri^ti'' and if thou art one of his m^Di-> 
BerS) thou mayest confidently expect gui- 
d^ce^ vigour, and protection from thy liv- 
ing; Head, ^Liet it no* however disconcert 
tl^ee, to find the knife of the great Husband-* 
ma^ in active operation. He is pruning 
ijkp^j that thpu mayest bring forth more 
fi^yit, and that his name may thereby be 
glopfie^. He wouI4 have thy heart more 
p^^ified by f^ith. He would have thee seek 
yffthyet mqx^ diligence those things which 
ai^q^bove. He would have thy afTections 
y^tjp^oi^e spiritual and heavenly. He would 
reiider tljee yet more useful in thy genera- 
tiqjk. Whatever trials, then, befal 1;hee, re- 
garditj^en:^ as t6kens of ];us love ; and in the 
u^pm^^ pf their sever est pressure, stJill cqm- 
fprl;, thyself with tiie ^qimating thought, 
thfti;thy imipn y^ith tijcj Son pf God, uplike 
MiiOtl^er u^pajj, js an Jgd^golubl^, wnion; 

m2 



108' The necessity of dependence on Christ 

for that "neither death, nor life, nor an- 
gels, nor prinay)aUtie6(, riior powers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
shall liQ.^ble^to scfiarcite thee from the 
love of God which is' in Christ Jesus our 
Lord." 
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JOHNX. 11* 

/ am the good Shepherd. 

If man can be intrusted with one office 
more solemn and important than another, 
it is that of dispensing to his fellow sinners 
the glorious gospel of the Son of God. So 
intimately is this duty connected with the 
eternal destinies of mankind, that, what- 
ever ' consideration there may be in other 
employments, they become comparatively 
insignificant when contrasted with this. 
Who then can sufficiently deplore the too 
frequent neglect of pastoral care in the ap- 
pointed stewards of the mysteries of God ? 
Alas ! while "the sheep wander through the 
mountains, and upon every high hill;'' 
while " the flock is scattered upon all the 
face of the earth," how few are there who 
*' search or seek after them** with due soli- 



140 C^ the sood Shephe^.^ 

citude and concern! .Happy for, the ;P^ 
pie of Christ's pasture* thert: jsiPDe ^fl^ 
herd who is omnipotent 'to fielp, and ever 
faithful to guide ihem in the righti way- 
"While his people ofold wftp<lpreq in t£e 
wilderness, he instructed them and kept 
them as the apple of fiis eye ; yea, " as an 
eagle stirreth up her ne»t^. fluttereth over 
her young, spreadeth abroad h^r unngp, 
4ftppeth-them» and beareth them on hec 
wings, so the Lord alone did lead theip,*'! 
And with what un^campled 'assiduity does 
he stUi " seek that which was lost, an4 
bring again that which was driven away, 
and bind up that which was brokeut and 
stren^hen that which was sick!'* WeH 
then may St. Paul designate htod, inrefer- 
ence to tJie dignity of -his persoii, "(tie. 
great Shepherd." Weli may St. I*eti^ 
atyU him, in relation to his ministering ^r-; 
vants, »' the chief Sh(^herd." Well.nipy 
he say of himself, in allusion to his whole 
ni^iatorial character,- "I aih the ^pfl 



ftere jS'^^ne effort of his grape vf^cjbi. 
fV^eniineolly entitle hixQ to thn endeac-, 
faw apppUation. "TlftgoodShef^rdypji^, 



prifeiic^ the wliole race of mauliind 'Weije 
" fliiSjrehof vvcath," and lying uuder aseii^ 
iekce of condemnation ; but oh, unparal- 
leEpct love! the Lord of heaven and eartji 
qhitted the throne of his glory, and having 
'* taken upon him the seed of Abraham,', 
teld down his life for siuuers, rebels, ejie- 
iJiies, to rRSfUo them from the depths of irif^ 
sery and wretch edneaa into which they wer^i 
fllunged. Having a Hock, whom he Ibvfid 
froiil everlasting, he pitied them in their Jowf' 
&it!ite ; and humbling himself to be fonh'd: 
iii'mshion as a man, he died for his sheep, 
**ihe Jiist One for the unjust," toredefeih' 
tj^fe'inirom tlie guilt aBd power of sin, froin' 
the bitter pains of eternal death, and ii ' 
bi'ina; thbm unto God. It was in this cha-i' 
rdcieff attcl' f()» thi^ ^^, tbat ih^ pcophetifr' 
p^ge *i(ii6uijced hi? f uture, advent tn'Wife^ 
rte^-«^'f' tji) fliiisli tt^flsgr^ssibn, ti^'mUce'aii" 
eift of sidj to m'akQ rec6iy?iliatlOjri: for ii(r-'| 
atlity i" attd ttf br^g it an everjastiqg rij^t- ■ 
emf^ssi" 'It was in thfe cliarii^ter.faii^' 
for fliis end, tha.t^the peqjple of God m^dipr "' 
tlfewd disp^^atfoo .eagerly looltfed /**■' his 
ap^"ei^%g~"..to him giy^all the' pi'dipKefii'' ' 
wfin^^,' tnat flirQiigU his name^ ■ffjiosici^ejr/ 
beliereth^ia him- shall receive- reiuWbb tit 



1^ (Sbmt^hi ffm4,Shepkis^ 

^$/!;>iABdjirheii the fukeds ^€i£ theitNie 
%fi»>epBpl^ he^ wh<> ia the divine pkit^pd^e 
YTfif nHl^ liamb slaia- fnom * the foutidaJiikxi 
^,the9i(orIdy" tabernacled aioioiig: (meili %iU 
l^^^u^uanee of hia errand of mercy h^^^lbtt 
hen0atth the . stroke of eternal justic^^^ • and 
t!fO(mai\^d hjs^ people to God by the ^mil^ 
0pe of him^lf. » .\i>{ 

^/rWhOdan behold the good Shephehl tfau^ 
4|^playing the riches of his^gracb, ^vilithoiit 
cQ|^tr;idtingi his love with that which di^loo^ 
^iffBTS 4tsetf among men 1 Before theti?? ^r^ 
gfiiTdfCan be attracted w engaged,^ thekis'ffd 
aileast |L worthiiiesa supposed in the ofcgeei 
of 4t^ but Cjbrist ** died foi^ ; the lingodlf liV 
dispeople had nothing thiat could challengie' 
[)jf^J^Y0« ;OT Qven recommend them td >^ 
^^r^blei notice, andy^t he loved ithem' 
v^|;h, ^n everlasting Ieve> < and in due tib^' 
died in their place andstead, that their ^il^ 
n^ht be cancelled^ and their souls ^atied: 
wijt|^.a,n everlasting salvation. Whattbeay 
Qi^iptiaa;!, i$ thy debt oj? gratitude t6> th^ 
Shephet^ andt bishop of thy ^sottlj 
fk back,, with dolemitf thoughtfuine^, km 
tl^y. ^O^ri^ful condition in^ the dayft of -thy 
igf^i&rfime. ; ' Call to miAd^ thy dnee 'hopi^ 
^ratid h^lplesastate,^ ^whion thou iii^ast)sit^ 




UsgliBidaiiWsstiaid iBitii6sHjAidW4df d^il^f 
<j^iof>i2hriBt^ of*thy9el£j^aiidi^6li^but$tt 

Hftiiiii^ outp. tke^iiottoinlegsr ipit df Mli^ 

derness, and pursued thee ^tt^itet^ %^!^ 
fodito ithyi'O^n^ btf^DesiB^ and ^^ vmcAkriag 
upoH^be .daskifttOiLotaifiS' - iw ^ ^ clotidy '4wt 
dftckday )lfl mtidxie time a^i*e^tiu^ ti^^tft^ 
tCTfticB iby jtbe ^preacki ng ;of his ^ihd^ '^ 
WKitbsb b.y the dispendatiafis of 4ii» Prb^r 
daw^^ ai ]aiM)tber*by>th6 Bidre mighty o^*^ 
ratkMoixtf dns iUjolySpii'it. Aftd^ohl remeni^ 
l^ribbwithe^ dkcovery of^M^ gfttcfe -Wreu^h^ 
offbctuaUy^on thy ^oa^e obdurate hfeart^'bi^d^ 
bft¥ibgiiinu£e Ihee ^iMii^ to ^ ipMur A ^ tb '' hl^ 
foldviconstminM (hee ' to ; j^b t^ys^df to't^^ 
Jblir^ iiifaip^ir]^tual^€6venaM In^^r 4;b^'1^' 
fai!g«tt€d; ' Attd cauM 4ihou eb^ptit^'^M^ 
n]ia!0Atit.af thy obiigatibn % Mep& isr A -iiei^if 
aaddjdpth^iaJengtk and breadth ^'^^1^ 
aadi goodneds^ vr^h f ads^^ ail ktiiMe^r^ 
aasid.tmmoetidsailicom^h^bitOn;) '^O ^^^ 
l^tak> adding! i sense ^^ that'' gt'Mt^^^^ 
W^oewithr he^faath iov^d the<s^ fill thf ^v»^^ 
ddriiiguiieaDtl iwitiii pr^bi^^^a^i^ j^jibite^^^h^^ 



144 OhtM,^ ifB(^ Shepheih^ 

to^a gratefoi aifectioii for his' weord and m4U* 
Let it be tfey delight to hear thy Shepherd^ft 
y^ce, to mark his steps^ and ftrfloW tfaeidi 
When tempted to stray from the fold ixM 
which thou hast been brought, repel -the 
nnboLy solicitation, by calling to mind hotir 
this good Shepherd laid down his "life fo* 
thy sake, and submitted to the infemy< <rf 
the vilest in being made a curse for th^ec'. 
Let this thought arm thee against every ap-» 
proaeh of evil ; and in dependence on that 
grace which alone is sufficient for thee, la- 
bonr and pray that as he who hath called 
thee is holy, so thou mayest *^ be holy in all 
manner of conversation and godliness." • 
But the care and concern of the good 
Shepherd do not terminate in laying down 
his life for the sheepy and bringing them 
into his fold. When he has lodged then* in 
this enclosure, his diligence in feeding them 
is unwearied. Speaking of his sheep by 
the prophet Ezekiel, he promises, **I will 
f^d them in a good pasture, and upon the 
high mountains of Israel shall their told bs : 
there shall they lie in a good fold, and in a 
fet pasture shall they feed upon the moun- 
tmns of Israel/' Nor is he unmindful of 
hi^ solemn engagement ; for many can tes- 



giV^ttiiQi)1i thef bive^ tQf life tov^tet,! uwl the 
WP/ of ♦^?^vat>PSi« Jto; drittfe* ) . Ajaamtiiig; theilt 
iVliih tb0 oU ^f tbe^iiqly Ghosts . he diiablds 
t^en^ J to fegji iipoa >, i^* the ^jj^e^^daqg . igiftftt 
i^ ,preaiai]£i ,promisf^' ' ; <af tbdiv dieaveoljf 
l^t^< i ; ^e^ ibe) Iqaewledg^ili^ ibi^iai?t8:i^ 
tii^i^u4 1 <of hi$ inefitroAtioiii and of. the i aor^ 
QWrg^ofihiss suifeipk^x of ithe.offices^ he rasN 
tuins, jm^ of the n^btioiia in which Jbe stands 
ti^]^^ p^p}e, jk the^fe>a^dBQuri8JlIIleDttiof 
ithmr^sQulsw,; ThuScdMigently i does ithe godd 
Sjb^^hei'd ;f^ed hm flock^.beatowkg^tij^xiii 
i)^^ ( nvery; thing i that ^oa^administer tsup^ 
pis^, ^i»d >T^£reshittei]at^ . iu. .thetp.i passage 
thrQ|i^ ii&y ; and imparting that, peace and 
il^^Qity of aiiUMGid;which iS'trhe fruit lOf the ibh 
4l9eUin^ 8|)kit£t' iu>r. will he idesisti ifitMut 
cii^inmupv^tipgrtheibenafite ofhisipuroha^e^ 
til|(jth^5[;am iSfiUed iwith^alL the iftiluesenof 
tl^ Ji)i\?s$ing^ of thj!^ gospel jcrf peaoe«' '^ i.u ^ ^ : 
x,^ Q/ihppwq9nfident of / suppliesi Aiay ;tha£ 
6j9iil )^s which i^iUndeor th^h^^rdiaoudu^e^ 

N 



146 CAmt^ihiifftmdJSh^ph^^ 

such a Shepherd ! • >He U the Lord God 
Qmnipotent^'^nd he reigtieth. ; And' netaaniy 
are all things id his hands^ but if -thou «(rt 
Bumbered among the sheep^^that^^hear his 
voice and. follow him, hid rwiird is pledged 
^lat ^*thy»Mead shall? be given^theey iand 
thy water»:«hall be sure;" yea; fthat f^be 
wiH give grace and glory ^ and withhold ftiom 
thee > no good thing. ' ' Whatever then be 
die nature of thy wants, only let thy voice 
ascend td him who will be inquired of -by 
thehocose of Israel, the sheep of his pas^pe, 
and it shall be done unto thee. : .Is- it par-' 
don ? ^* Be of good chper, :thy sins shall 
bfe f orgi veii. thee. ' ' Is it peace 1 ^* <t?5eace 
I ieave^^ththee^ my peace,'' he will say, 
'^; wiH I ^ive unto thee. " Is it ^pjport m 
a aeasoB of trouble, strength under tempta- 
tion, dsrectioit in dii&culty, assistance An 
4uty , increase > in holiness, > the coinfortfr of 
the Holy Ghost? ^^ j4U dkings whatsa- 
«i?er thou ishalt^ask in prayer,' believii^, 
l^oiiv shait receive. ' ' There \ is no ^ftate * ^or 
condition which oan fiiU to thy lot^ ' but >fae 
canaaeM itst'tarious exigencies, tandv^^ sti^^ 
ply all thy need aee^ing t to ^ the iifiehes^ 
his ghii^.'* ^ M' dependenee^ t^n ^ oh^jihe 
^id^top^^' #3ed«eBs, and ^mki^' of ^ptA^ 
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mighty {Shepherd, cfipt thy ,c^e upon him.: 
Heia&ithful who hath promise^; he. also 
will do it. He will deliver thee from every 
real pvil^and bestow uppn thee ^viery suita- 
ble^aud.substaa.^ial blessiog. 

Howewr necessary a part it mq,y be of 
the pastoral oj^ice to provide food .for the^ 
sh^ep) if the .Shepherd exer/ci^i^ no farjther;. 
canQfgrjQ, they .would soon i^epme a prey 
to the inany .enemiets to whiqh they ar§ ex- 
posed . A watchful ey^ is no less, requisit^^^ 
for their safety than a plentiful H^nd^ And 
it is, another excellence of *^^*thegppd Sh<ep- 
hprd^ wjho gave his life for the shjeep," tha,t 
his vigilance is unreipjitting^^ Al^^* it is 
too characteristic, of the t^h^p of his pastm-e 
that th^y are prone to wandpr frpw the foldr 
and did not the great Shepherd and Bishop 
of soul^ extend his protecting care, nothing 
could secure titiem from the fat^l $n^res thai, 
suBroimd them on every side^ Feeble and 
defenceless in Hiemselves, witli what little 
pro^ct ^f success could th^y eiicounter the 
many enemies, visible and, invisible, who 
plot and rage against them,; with ^ily cun- 
ning /and persevering .majlice.^ How con- 
solatory then . is the assuf9,nce, that '*he 
who keepeth ; Israel neitbev: slumbers nor 



148 Gfa^tkeff^^ 

flock mntmmlfy* . % nigiit%^ hff dky Ftef 
minutely Jgupfewntdid^ iedt tlieir'-^difcefn^,^ 
and by ifce^i^tiottkof dnWitti^lJ}^ ^d^Wi- 
suffers nothing to iigu^iB tMfeM' iri *h*SF i«il 
intei-ests:^ IPhis^^istforii'htts 




to put them into astateofVMsciiilWte, to'dl^ 
der to restrain th^Bd mihiiiiMh'MS^^'Sftd 
correct thii maladies they hiafe tMtrilit^ 
by their uiih&ppy KvanderfnTg^j' stilf 'Wcf 
watches ovter them for goodv - Hoi/reVer df- 
versified their^ ^circiumstaildes feay be; he 
kndws theii* several sorrow^, ' triali^; "kitA 
temptation* 5 ' nor* will he eease td cbntrol^e 
events that shall befai thettiV tod t6' ti^hdM 
them with thei^ight hdnd (if hii^' i-i^Mtetttis^-»' 
ness, till he im» brought thei^ W ki^y^iii) 
hisfoMdbOve.^ - ' -^^^^ • loiiit | »mN^ 
What a' glorio® pledge b^ ^Vfesfent^ hSfe^^ 
rity, and df fttlil triumph is here ! "ThHcte 
happy Christian ! Once lod^ff MthinttHti 
fold of the great aifd g(*jd She^etd'^^ftSs 
eye and » his hand Will ^ be thy ' ^safegiittitl 
againrt the pi^edoimnant ih^tkftii^ h6ih} 6f 
in^ai^d^cdii^afitionS/tttrf of dtttw 
tioris. V Tih^^ttrM mfe^^ 'l*ese« ^the^ i^miik 
ertstt«iririg%lkil^Afents4^^6^ftesk i«f*yid^^^^ 
tre»g»«iiee<iitte4i^-^dilto(ife-«^^^ tjjfe 



dieyilmay/Seekto enitmp»thyee.^ith histwiJes, 
oi> terrify itheevbyn hia paifrar<-r^but inaM 
tbi^se ithiog^ thou shalt be .Qiove tliaa a con^ 
qn^^it^ thmugh him ^tbat fhfttb lotted tlieiB. 
He who 19 stroi^F! thai^ < the strong yriH 
hi^d' tbe handsoff eyery asiemy, and bid thy 
sQttl.b6 free. ChristVfold .i&;a Banctuary, 
W: which reveclafitiiig^arHM shall be^ under- 
i^M^tb .thee, and compass thee round for thy 
dcifenie^ and safety. Halving yielded .to th<^ 
^^Iractions lof his% grace, and sudrrendered 
thyself to \m directipn aind gOT^mihent, 
tkm Qii inteiested in allvhia^^lorious attri'* 
famtes.^md perfeGtionS4\. . /His provideac^ is 
tii^. constant shield, his. Mri^^om thy^ guide, 
his pQ?werfthy.defenoev<'lH9 justice thy.secu*- 
rityt W* love thy solswre s^nd support ; and 
while patience bears with thy infirotiitiesi 
and merc^jF foirgiv^^iy/sinfiaffiurjprisecomi 
mitt^d in sorrow,, gooduejs^ will enrich tfaee 
w:ithr?tU^piifi^l blessingSf andi&iiffafuliiess 
oswi^tat^tfjeei Jnstiriunip&^ ^p> the^^ heahrenly 
Qao^Q'i<.whf>re ; the. gofl^r-Shepherd,. whb 
dUGQiJiBd dwtt hif \iJb9k i fipiTiN ther sheep, will 
CJ^PiV^ Ittsjx^^ thy 

rf!)f4fm tOirhimt; bf fonpri . a^^^mbled rwortdl^ 
will^njHiy^eitfaeo to ^hiner,%ti^?l^6ithe sw 

tW kiligddm ^ «faift v^^t^ Oi ^^ximm 
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pFOs|ject< t^ O ieivvM^ ' «x^tirtioii ! 'la 
his Eathei^'s hoiim are manf mansions ; attd 
eliB loHg^thie blest kbodte' he fe |!reparing fei- 
4hde shall be thro^ opett^forthy rcfceptidiij 
and thoaishalt enter ^it^, and gb no ifl€*e tobt 
for e^tt. Then shaltthott'^^ him a^ he is^ 
-und be fof ever Batisiied with his Kkeh^i 
Then sbalt thou for ever be ^ith the L6r4l^ 
and serve him day and nrght in hi» temfTle. 
Then, for ever set free from' J sitt' and sor-^ 
TQfVfi care and trouble^' thou shalt unite with 
the jnst made perfect in that eternal song^^f 
praise^ *' Worthy is th^ Lairib that ^is 
^lain, to receive powe^i aad riches, attd wis- 
dom, ahd str^ngtb^ and hm&t^ and gldry^ 
and blei»feing ; fof thou hast redeetoied ns to 
God by thy blood out Of eVfery kihcir^d, 
and toi^ue; and people, and nation, iind 
heist niade: us^ unto * dur^ God kings und 

i In latdditii^ to ottei* qualities reqni- 
sJtfej for ' the^ title disch»ge of the? Sh^ 
ii0rd'g 'office/ there must' be great? tendtt-^ 
(ness ; and' oh, hxyvb inewpff^tmhly tend&h' is 
the ' goodi^ Sfa^herd, who* gavcj \m * Ufd ^fdr 
th»iiheept ' Having an experimental *sea«e 
of < yf}akt Mai people sufiWj he <^aii be toucdM^ 
iwkib(|l|e ibetiii^itf )ti:iei^itift^ ^ H4viii^ 



rr^^^s, he caB^o| ;but aboHfid iid 4:hofldf tendei^ 
T^eGUoaa which plr(Mb|if ito^ sympathy iki HlMt 
4ih%V€^%^^ df othei»«> ijtleiice -^^ibb^gathei^ 
Ahid Iamb9 with \m airm^v^^dfCa^rFies tfaemin 
his^kosom^aad^utlyi leads those that are 
with' young* ' ' Whetiier bis people be weak 
lu iaithv* or 0ppt€g;sed with sorrows ; wh** 
<thei?f like, the new boiu htiHb^ they are in- 
capable of encoiuiiterii^ * difficulties, op lik^ 
the^ ^^ewes great with young, -'they are 
bowed down with trouble^ he Will manifest 
a sympathetic tenderness for etery infirmi-^ 
ty, and. proportion hi^ attentions to the ne*^ 
cessitite' of their conditic^^ He will neither 
despise the day of ^ small things, nor over^ 
lookthid burden that dejects fthe soul tossed 
with tempests, and! iiotr comforted^ Who 
e^o re£^d;the declarajtion of his good; will to 
men, inthe gracious words with which he 
op^ed his : commiiftion at Nazareth, and 
Question Ihisi pity aud^oompassion ? ^' The 
$pimtf)f the Lwd Godis upon me^r because 
the Lard hath anoi^ited me to preach good 
ittd.mgs^O theineekt, he hath( «6t)% me>to bind 
up <|i0fbi)Qkm^hearted^' jta pH)cki^ Hbetty 
t9i^mt^xvt^H aQdvtfae openiog ^ttte/pri^ 
^m jt0i them Lthliftifar^iboi^ 
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upto ihpifi :%hB£mwLrnrin Zdon^.to tgive uato 
thi^m., Jbie^ty f6i:;.aahes^ thteipiLof joy for 
inbtiiTiif^, t{lie vgarmeot of pi;iu^ef ^^ 
rit oJf Jf^sLviiiesSi'' Howi in;i siiQpt, ; cail be 
Mrho ^argodl : Peter: wtb «ici^ , singular ear>- 
outness to> fe<e4 bia^ lainb^ himself &il to 
pitted;; heaiv. and. prpyide for tjie weakest 
otlfkh , flodk l Having'^ b^ the power of bis 
w^r d an4 Spirat ; made : biiiiselt , known to 
tli^^. hearts^ ami conducted them^^ into bis 
fpldr d^^^^^^ be "wrill compassioyaate their 
iniktnities^.bearthdlr.prayerdi relieve Ibeir 
ue^pesaitiqsvand^o forlJtiem al>undantly» a*^ 
bove ail that: tbey can ask or tbink. \^ 
^^ in bis. loye^and in bis; pity b^' redeemed 
th^p," cbeei^)y.suhmitting for tbeir sakes 
to Xk^ lowest abasement and the most ago- 
niisuig} griefs, sa in all tbeir affUcitions be is 
stiU.affliqted ; ^^ nor will be break a bruised 
roed^ <n6r quencb the smoking, flax, till he 
send forth judgment unto victory^' 
. O what eiieouragement , f^bould ^ this truth 




B^i^ ) pearhaiis as^ yet in^the^ infaiicy r of tnnQ 
reHif^m^i^aL lambiin the fold of r Christy witl| 
little^nQwbdge, littlafaith,, li^tli&expefte&CA^ 
tho^ivtn^tee* Awt^tb3^>titte^^ tb^,^av«wif<ft 
{iiiwhfse# .and iK^^ o^q^loHgt 
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ClM^4U gam Stiipkie^. \^ 
hamuMfea P^tA hay 'Stnig^fed haW ibi^ 




aii* 

Oi^ ipfe/hajlfe "th/ trial' ^is thfe ^ped^rk ' ef 
teihpMibd*(,^ 01' so^d'neW discovi^ieis t>f 
thfe ' ^m &nW * d^dfeMlfltisa ' of thy lieaif; 
of kif=^^er^hehhih'^pi;te of difficulties 
and dahgtei^ in thy IJhiiBtfeili course^ so thai 
bovvM' dbwii Vy d Senke'bf thy ovm Instffi^ 
ci^ndy,' thbu art scdrei^ abfe to rise und^t 
thig bui'dcfft, 6r to hoj^d that Christ's po^er 
and graije 'sRaU hd tdagniSed in thfeei. Btit 
" Othan of little fafthi wherefore dost th6ti 
doubt t*" Hast tiwnr^ot giVen tip thyself t6 
Je^us WRh ftilK 'JJur|)osd of heart, and te- 
ceived Tiittt As thy Pr6jJh6t, Priestj and 
King 1 Is not thy 'I6Ve40lrini greater than 
thy affectioi^'tb alti^thfei" dbjetts; ^dHstrain^ 
ing'theri to dd'his4v{ll,"to'walk in his fettr^ 
and ^lo grieve fchd'iirotfrri -wheli sarpristed 
into any meai^r6 that iiS'^^hsivie! to hiis 
pnr^'afl^'hofy titttrirfr* vJ^Ftttritadt, then, 
thbii^ ^(fttti ' iJicdi ? ■' = h^ v4H' ' support tHefe 
when thou eariSt'iiot stiartdv andlciriryi^fee 
yr^&A tlttrtl'^ahst liot g^. "sThtiS Saith' th« 
L«i*d tfiy iRedteem^ -i'l^iAfr, lidu ftotVfoHI 
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help thee ; yea, I wjU uphold thee^ with tie 
right hand o^ pay righteousness,'^' CJopr 
template t)ie faithful promises of his, wprd, 
expressly grv^n for thy encouragement and 
support. Reflect on the numberjess invi- 
tations of his grace, eptreating^thee to ease 
thy own^ahoulder of every burden, an^ to cast 
all thy care upon him who is able ^to do for 
thee abijndantly ?ibpve all that thou canst 
9sk or think. Ca\l to mind his actual deal- 
ings with those scattered she^p who forsook 
him in the hour of danger, and consulted 
every one his own safety by flight. Let 
these things dwell Qn thy mind. Muse and 
meditate upon them till tfiou feel their en- 
couraging influence, and canst say with the 
Psalmist,/ '*The Lord is my Shepherd, I 
shall not want." He who inspired his *' lit- 
tle ones'' with undaunted courage to main- 
tain his cause in the world, and enabled them, 
9,t the hazard of reputation and life, to de- 
clare his salvation to the ends of the earth, 
will never leave me, nor forsake me. He 
who gave power to the faint, and to them 
that had no might increased strength, will 
by the efficacy of his word, and the consola- 
tions of his Spirit, sustain my sinking 
heart, q.nd turn my sorrows into joy. He 
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^ho supported his people of old amidst tHe 
trials of life,' and conducted them ^ecurdy 
to their final home, will carry me also thrtfiigh 
all opposition, and preserve me to his hea- 
venly kingdom.' Consolatory conviction! 
Seek and cherish it by faith and prayer, 
and thou shalt be strengthened with might 
by his Spirit in the inner man to bear the 
burden and heat of the day. In the mean 
time, trust to the word of promise that he 
will gather thee in the arms of his power, 
and make thee to rejiose on the bosom of 
his love. Such is the infinite tenderness of 
his compassion, that if thou dost but hun- 
ger and thirst after righteousness, he will 
engrave thee on the palms of his hands ; 
and under all thy weakness, in the midst 
of thy fears, in the midst of thy sorrows, 
thou mayest fly to the Shepherd and Bi- 
shop of thy soul, with a full assurance that 
he "will in no wise cast thee out." Per- 
plexities thou wilt meet with on thy way ; but 
having taken Jesus for thy Shepherd, and 
become obedient to his voice, it is his ab- 
solute assurance, that ** thou shalt never 
perish, and that none shall pluck thee out 
of his hand," Take therefore for thy hel- 
met this hope of salvation, and go on con- 



1^9 Ghrkt th0 good Shepherd. 

queriog and to conquer, in dependence oa 
his omnipotent pow^r and Spirit, who hath; 
9aid, ** My grace is sufficient for thee ; my 
strength is made perfect in weakness." 



- REJFLEGTION XI, - 



THE WAGES OF SIN. 



Romans vi. 23. 
The wages of sin is death. 

Such is the awful declaration of one writing 
under the full inspiration of him who is em- 
phatically styled *' the Father of mercies, 
and the God of all grace." As a holy God, 
he cannot but infinitely hate sin, and as a 
just God, his attributes engage him to pu- 
nish it. See then the inseparable connec- 
tion between sin and misery — see how sin, 
when it is finished, bringeth forth death. 
It is the abominable thing which God hateth, 
and, as such, can never fail to be the pa- 
rent of misery, and the fore-runner of de- 
struction. 

The whole creation, as it proceeded from 
the hands of the divine Architect, was full 
of order and beauty. *' God saw every 
thing that he had made, and behold it wa$^ 
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♦ipnal c^yivM^^^, b»^ *^y ^^WW<i^ai^995^fiir 
teiie^boUa-WS, he ^l^Jnft «i d^ iimg^fff^f^ 
4il4 was cDQwued with giory, an^jhofjpryyjfyp^ 
4iQmoFtaJity. No. «h>p6p h^wciye^ ^4x11 
throw pfT his alegiance to hiai i > ]V^!ij^ 
and seek satisfaction in forbidden ,Q^*^cts, 
ithan the divine image was lost, the Pf^^ 
fellen^ and the gk>ry departed. T)\fi ap^ 
ljme&t4p^ transgressed the divine cotii^i^ 
lie died : the Holy Spirit quitted hi^^lipif]^ 
liited temple, and this once exaltj^y il^t 
liow: ditgradfid creature, became d^d; jji 
4a'^spesses; and sins. A spiritual dea^ oi^^pri- 
^ead his soul ;. his body became it^bja^i^ 
tofdisrease, decays 4nd mortality ; a^nd.t^ 
«lE»QOtKi dearth of eternal misery ^ ; both Q^^^l 
land body, in hell a,waited hiin>nu}es^, 4iTi^e 
inerc J^ fsbould interpose to avertit. ; , r > ^ f i 
J Who ♦ can contemplate this « )Oxj^ ^ ^ .fjnir 
fiiece <rf divine workmanship thu^ff-e^ilg^ 
t0*^Tdtsqoiis^o}ai;ie sti^te: of guilt find; ipi^f^, 
flftd not diH?p ft 1fear!»r R€Wj(s th^:gf|^^ 
'Com* dim ! jvHow is^ 1^ B^Wtlfi^Gff^ 




fm^ i^oibed in his ikYor, and deligbt^itt 
J^ jierVfce, . ig now Weeome tfce d^e of 
jsir, tfebfellion, attd coirfusietii.' The 

)^^tt Und life of God are wkhdrawri 
ikkejoftite fitvorite tetnple, and many the 
^lOry :ttf th^ creati^i in this bwer troHdv 
^ibilaA!^^ ^rhtigned before his Maker as a 
igbSSi^^ deprawd, and fitflen creature. 
: ''' ' Thus Bin and all its woe entek*ed into tlie 
Sttjrld by liiAn's fetal apostaey, Nor4iil 
4pm first parent stand aloi^ in the* forfeitwe 
xyf*th<6 divine image and favor, but iofvolved 
^fihiis natural descendants in the same con^ 
l^enms^en. Since •* that which is born ctf 
llhe ii^h is'flesh," the depravity of nature 
iDontr^ted by the.fall has communicate its 
%d4efid tendencies to every successive ge*- 
tteration, and subjected every soul of man 
•tDthe ordained wages of sin, which is death. 

'LKK)k Bi spintual deaths the death of 
the. soul ib trespasses and-sins^ and' say, 
•Wheiice thi^ universal reign over the whole 
!tearth, tilHhe mighty Spirit of God corner 
iWith divine power and energy to tjuieken 

te d^d; and breathe into the soul- the 
•eath (if Kfe. Be it so; that m&ffi is not 
. (^hajcgeable t?ith any gross immoralitiea^^ any 
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mt^meitk Inspect «rf hofy and spil-ituilliilbfl^ 
tioAsf i -Does the 'flftme of 'j^ad^ed £^i«iu 
\^1Eiys burn in the heart 1 '^ iHas biate^l p*ii 
^^tmg bisscit of mind t<ywar ds^ the ^ pxit^l^ ^^ 
ritual, and vital exercises of religioii^^boBS 
helidfehght in God, atid prdfer -aKof^^i^H 
things his fevot- and service ?^ >TigbwilS 
arfd aetive in the pursuit of vrorldbf iODJ&t^,' 
(ioes Ihe display the saiti^ zeal in ^6in^ 
the.divbie ^lory 1 Is it natural: f^thei^hyi 
%0\k htiniible ia prosperity;! taiidpeoe^^ 
with ^gratitude foif the humberless ^ bldtoi^gi^ 
aikiid Pro¥^idenceis daily showering'/(di»W&^ 
from ^leiOYe 1 Mbjs I vrho d&c& not %^^tiiuai 
nfUiQiSjaffbotfon^^ by; nature^,! are eai^hi^ aki^ 
s^nmili? that he is a adavfe idf oontbndiii^ 
p^^iiia^ iighting^^ iiar the mdMtenfffi'inii^ 
heihto iset^mp setf in hisheaartj acifiid imdifilld 
histfo'tm' rinteresty • or plea^urev 6t\ eatof' c^is^ 
dftkilKfis' auaa&lid< pursuit^ The dooooi^ 
w)ijfoh tdiflS^eot loieh miurlcoutforthienlLteil^ 
umif Viiry aecording^ to-iheir seV^aliitaJtw 
aiidftj^l'0unistanfieBii4)iitiby iiati^e vdiey 4^ 

irt|iwb ^lmDfliiditq>py//iiiBiiatf»na qft^mgq 

So 



fritmf^W Supreme Good'} Whence this 
diMika <to retaia God in their thoughts ? 
Wheope this^ moral disease so distinoUy 
xtlirked with* the impress of <leath1 h ii^ 
th^eflTec^ the fruit, the i^rages of sin. <* In 
tli^day that th6u eatest thereof thoa shaJt 
a^iiely die." ; 

: . Abs ! in wMt an awful situation is fiilleii 
Bian J Behold him guilty b^we God ; for 
^VaJlihaye sinned and come ahort of the 
gkffy of God/- Behold him polluted and 
41c£l^^f^^ednceived in sin and shapen ih 
iteiquityY" ^^ fulfilling the tlesires of th^^^sfa 
apd o( the mind. ' ' Behold hihi exposed to 
,^tbe<liviiie wrath ; for ^^ tbeiwiaked shatt be 
twrned into hell^ and all the people tlMt for^ 
gte(t God^' ' How lamentable thai men in 
'^neral; should be so blind to their re4t oon^' 
dkion, that they are ready to letoy, with^^ 
CSmrdii^f Laodieea, ^I am ndimnd in^ 
Of eased with goods, and have need of m^ 
tUng !' ' They tead in the Oracles ofTrtttli 
4faaialit^^ by nature are children of wrath ;'^ 
tmd .though they have netw sought that 
hftairaaft^ gr|K)e which alone eaik enlighten 
tiieimindy and enrich iiiefoul; though tbe^ 
hate ne:ver been conyiaoed/of ftheir nstuvit 
{MHTtil^f • gajibii^iand wr^t^e^ thooi^k 
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>(hey»iiarTe never been " washed^ aofid sancti- 

''£ed^,.4knd justified in the name of the -Lord 

*' Jesife, and by the Spirit of our God/' they 

'fondly flatter themselves that their hearts 

are' good, and promise themselves the surest 

ipkice< in the kingdom of heaven, O sad 

' dehision, to be looking for happiness wkh 

'CfOd, v^hile the heart is estranged from him ! 

4o be snbstitnting names, and forms^ and an 

^iisrxtemal religion, for that renewalof the 

^iJinner taan which can alone render them 

'imeet for the inheritance of the saints in 

•^^ii^t! L<(H*d, awaken in their souls a suit- 

> <able apprehension of divine truths. Teatoh 

'i'them to know how deep has been their fall, 

f iiow- desperate is their condition, how ex- 

tic^ding sinful is sin I ^ 

* Hdppy they in whose heart the Spirit of 

^ 'Gk)d has wrought the salutary conviction of 

; the corruption of their nature, of their ^need 

of a Redeemer^ and of the necessity of tlie 

^)peration8 of divine grace in the souL 

Though they be helpless and hopeless in 

themselves, and undar the rightadw .dis^ 

•pleasure^ of ' the pure Majesty of. ifeeafven, 

they need not stand trembling at the tntmittal 

trf conscience in gloomy despaui 'Of' deliver 

^imcQi^!. A door 0f bope^was^hiwin^^iipen in 
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ttneiprcMpsise ofthe seed of the woman ; asd 

tfaey who n(»¥ fly to this altar of re|uge»4iaid 

baw at the thTQue of g^ce as sprinkled 

Wth the blood of Jesus, shall escape , the 

fiery indignation which will devour the ad- 

¥4Br8arie$ of God* Convinced sinner, listen 

rt<» the voice ofthe conotpassioaiate Redeemer 

, iMiW( addressing thee in^ accents of mercy*^ 

if\ Behold^ I stand at the door and knock'; 

' If any man hear my voice, and ^open the 

door, I will come in to him^ and sup with 

ihim, and he with ma" He, became^ mab 

to die that thou mightest live. By his d^iith 

: he has procured a liberty of access, aqd iby 

; his? Spirit »he will communicate a power that 

' t^(m, i who art afar off, .mayest draw ^nigh 

unto God. Look only with the eye of fai^, 

laoptd thou mayest see him ior the very lattr- 

tude. and exercise of mer&y, holdijo^ forth 

. jbm goldeoa sceptre that thou imay est. touch 

I it and live, i; Be encouraged theii to cast 

•tbyael£ ati the foot of the cross with? penl- 

ti^ioe and faith ; and pray that thou mayest 

r- i$s> heboid^ his glory, las to be ' ^ chaoiged into 

:th£jsame image, iixto/glory to. glocy^jev^ii 

aajhy ihejSpiffit of theiLoifd.!!,* : *. . , i) 

. J V StU ipinifnaldeatJi.^ niot tlie>onIy.e(mM^ 





tpmpqrarx sep«xa^ of 

Wiu(^ takes pJ^ape whcgi 

ej ^d[at JrM^^Il8 |p God^ wjio gave it, j jeh^ 

y,3^!^e^ce 4^^ of teirora ^viw 

^^l^il^Qd. Tt^t ", jpa^ yrho i«i l^op^ of WQr. 
i]f^ 1$, of few daysy.«i^ full of trouble, tbat 
^ ^cometh forth as a flpMreft and ^ iis > qi|^ 
, ^9!^^ thai be fleethalsoaa a d^adour^ ami 
f^tiop^thmt ; ' is a truth so obvioua ^ d)tei 
iS^pff that it i^, admitted as an , iucoatoo?) 
.l^^illj^,6ujt. One generation b^s pasg^i 
.aiiiffly a%r another ; api , whatever Jlpei ^ 
jBif^^, ^ jcandition, the pursuits, or the: 
.p(j^p€)eb of Jthp generation nowin beingt it 
.if^^e jl^^son of id^Jiy experience that. iKnae, 
,(^,^^^qBq^e,the rude .grasp of death* JBrut 
ii(^i^afe this^ redness pow^9 which sw^ 
Jl^^, ^e inilUftij^ of »anMnd, in, rap^id. shqt/ 
f^V^^ Ijt jis the effactr thefnk, the m^g/m 
sin. ^t(l)#3i<%W iMrjt,^and npto 4«6t#hiii][ti 
^IjM^j^^rft^' • ^.the ,sf!iU«Kre 4wo«u3il^ 
«8W>PF frr^trp^r^ Wiepnseqw 
tifil^ffiSgj^^ ,find 4nlhait sentence h^ive j^i 

dWuHf ^ '^y-^^ n>^.si»^tereitiat«4ite 
4|i^|[^ ^f«l4,4fath, ^«i»,.«) death pMMd 



"A^'^is' It appointed imto men once to 
SiteT' Whose eye then diwjs Tiot affect his 
frftdrtj when he beliolds the jjirldv world as 
ftSfflofcerned about dvin^as if they were a.\\ 
niMfi'dffel, and losing sight of the certainty 
(rf'fl'eirth in the uncertainty" of the time m 
death'?' Ye frail, ahorl-lived mortals ! y4 
A^r-ielgh hours to the world of spirits ! cJOl 
^fr^aSte the precious hoiirs of life in scene^ 
Ctf'^ftHf, or folly, or listless inactirity, antf 
nOfl^^ time for the thought, that unless fc 
Have^ interest in the second Adatn, the 
IWMfMm heayen, the dissoUition of the 
body ^)l terminate at once your enjoyments 
(Md^^fOtir hopes I In vain will you call upoW 
tkc tt)^s and mountains to hide you frdifi' 
th^^aceof him that sitteth npon thethron)?,^ 
aiqi'ft>Mii tlie-wrath of the Lamb. Thetfe' 
w«*feifii*ivMl- frobi-Wis al^i^^fttg'feyef.'iay^ 
covet* fi<6hkfcte'ialmighty'«rth; 'hit' obiVHfip 
tttei;td'«h*at*roW9 0fhBlMigti'a'6l)n. ■''"'!'^ 
i^«»»w'«ffet«itt':theif '^ortibn '^TlW'JfeMlf^ 
thttiSotf'<rf«0d.airthteii-igd!4kti((ftV'Kll(I"^** 
tK^iP dfeBi^ r ' Whf^ thty-dlej =1%f -Hfe ftefc* 
^i«b9«i'-4)0{ie. j^arth ' «6 >efa^(h,'> ^^^ W^ 
aaHfes^4ui8tt*'^«9t, rti«iy' m>s(M^h\^pi^ 
rib«ac«fli!<tit«^ 'Hiehi'^iif^rMl'-f^^iAsf'to 
their wjltiilg:«{ri4^ ltfa[t4e'Ull^<fi!^i'«o'ifiai^ 



^be^lLvioiurjn^i/diom they jrqx)sed5 bd^Mt^ 

i}^ 4e||tk dimKmed^heir last enemy ^ -so ttpl 

Jl^ey QiUy-sbat their.eyes iQ)im thesai^^^ 

fl^d; tni^ft of < this world) to open Ahepii) id 

^«his(pr^^Qce where there is fi^iiessiof Jegp^ 

^i;^d at . wlioseirighthand tiieie are {il^^ttfS 

,&ri eyetotore." And thoughi ^ Ibe I|C)dy 

»pi4^4 hecause of sin/', yrt diall this eqr^ 

.^p^ble hereafter put on iaconruption^M|p|d 

ll^s ^Qftal iput on ipunoFtaUty^ ^ Jt^fiiiali 

^, > V.^i£^Q0ed • like , unto Christ^s glQrioitt 

li^y),'! and participate the blessedness^iC^ 

jl^fkimired sold throughout 4he f^xmikm 

.^^^fPi^eten^tyy *. » iiv 

^j^k^i^h a^her circiuDstanee in th^ wat^ 

gi^t^f sip of a< yet oiore formidable* aspeot^ 

^l^]^9t,43kethjetermilyOt the aidless sepa-^ 

.Sp,ttoi;i qf both, body and soul frpm the favof; 

pr^e^eo^ce, find Spirit of God^ and their <^i^ 

r^gnment to. agonizing pain and torment 

'|'j$)wf 6; Jtbe t worm^dieth not, and the fit^e te 

j|ft^fqijW<^i)H»)^d/' Look at this dread, destl^ 

l^^ji!^ say, 'Whence does it acquire itd insm 

rpd i^herewlthito seonrge its miser^Jble iric^ 

iiim- v(|I|^#Koeeds4^be'eQfi(qpass^oftheh«iii^ 

jljii^ |9»^))pia)adaquat6 crt)nceptioiis of the 



W)io kmni a0iicei¥e tkeiten^of^ of ^ tb&^d^tt' 

fgxW^r^ of htr an^er S;rhoiiBi a> oottsiib&^'^i^ 4 
^d^fittikib the fi^nste€89 . bf tki^ ^rrkb, { Aiii 
dftb6flk)n oidy^ bdtlof the idb^ pMM^ 

^e4blAiiilk9 A^ithr 'whitr mn ag?siik(% 
l«!^mdl| thattraotiriiMffcrj^.^^tforeM *^f» 

^fee^;' ^ht) thhHigirthetuuIt^ d£ b€dl f >Oii^ 
kowiiiUbfiiorroriiiugtbe the eVeHtt:^]^ 
doom <)£• the impenite&t m^ A^^^ 
fo lithd i rage ^ bf feree^ tand tormenting piiis^ 
sioiIs^MiikI to^the itnguidkiof>a3i aifi^^i^ 
trndaoekn^iBg cotiscieboe, H^ow wiilhe g^&6 
^c^lqtey t)fl^ eareiitioii ; and while he Idri^ 
for annihilation as the only remedj^of^ 
mses;f; continually aggrasrate' bis' wt*lich- 
edieiess byraifaopelfess^^ireof d^tt^ei^lmiM^ 
lEhito^v^hetice this tremcasdbos^disikkn^^n th^ 
soBrMmeii)' at^^e sight df^v^hlbh^^he wh6te 
c»eaiti(»:is rejire^ented aa^ ftyihg^ aiv^^ 
j^eau^ this- dread sentence fretii ^the^^Gkld 
oifielrelUlbis the effect; the fruit;! th^wiifei 
ofi^ti ; itii the^ reward and judt tet(^mf^ikii 
dnti to: tlie servant of siw; r&nQ lig^^ btfg tid 
tibere^ ^Justice in heai^^es-, and^aGoditb kd^ 
ijpsaftbiier it^ so iong^wiUithierjunha^y isttfj^ 
jctotsi of ;tlM»4shteous)depri^fiiidii^^^ 




The wq^es of ^n. 

from pain and aguish, no period tQ t^JSMAt 
imte uieir woQ. . . , . .i- ^j; 

O.the fearful prospects that Ue in the r^g^ 
of death to the unrenewed man ! , "^^his 
minute he may be thoughtless, ^ecuTje, slb§ 
gay ; but the next, O dreadful thought, ^ 
niay be ** cast into outer darkness, wh§ji*ej| 
weeping, and wailing, and gnashing of jte^ 
forever." One fleeting moment may sirm 
him naked of all the enjoyments of ea^ip^. 
cut him off from all his fond hopes of hj^a?* 
van, and ingulph him in remediless de$pa}r| 
And can the sinner, with this destiny i^ 
view, amuse himself with trifles ? Be it 394 
but can his heart endure, or can his ha^ 
be strong in the day that God shall d 
with him '? Will not his loins be loosed ii^ 
that day, and his knees smite one again^^ 
another 1 Sinner ! knowest thou not, tl^^ 
'* strong is his hand, and high is his rigm 
hand," and that omnipotence attends lya 
word 1: Yes, he can look thee dead, suaq^ 
»peak thee into hell. O flee then from ttu^ 
wrath to come. The arms of everlastmjg^ 
mercy are yet open to receive thee ; the; 
treasures of divine grace are yet dispensed 
to supply thy^ every want; and ** the Spi- 
rit and the bride say. Come ; and let 
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The'ttaff4S ^<£fi: Set 

lAftl heareth^ sa j^. Come ; and let him that 
la athirM^ come ; and whosoeyor will, hi hhn 
tajke the lirater of life freely/' 

- But what are the reflections of the tnie 
Chrktiaiit in taking a retrospect of this aw* 
flii^ theme 1 . Can he forbear saying within 
l^mselff what would for ever have been the 
fttd subject of my meditations, had sin heek 
vmSkred to make an eternal sacrifice of the 
hmnau race to the just resentments of hea- 
ven j O amazing love of the Father, that 
he should not spare his own Son, but freely 
deliver him up for us men, and for our sal- 
vation ! O amazing love of Christ, that he 
should submit, as our surety, to be arrested 
by divine justice, and to bear that curse, in 
all its bitterness, which would for ever have 
overwhelmed the souls of all mankind! 
How can I contemplate this wondrous love, 
Bod not adore that blessed Saviour, who 
bore my sins in his own body on the tree, 
and died, the Just for the imjtast, that he 
ought bring me to God 1 How can I hesi- 
tate to magnify the riches of his grace, who 
bath called me with a holy calling, by con- 
ducting myself in all things as becometh the 
gospel of Christ 1 And when I come to 
heaven, and look back upon the natural 



1 TO J%6 W(ig^ of sin* 

aversion of the will and affections to God, 
ivith what gsaj^lvil feelingB shuj^f I exclaim, 
O the riches of the grace of God ! Oh un- 
|)aralleled mercy and goodness ! not only to 
prepare so ineffabie a gloety aK this for thy 
apostatp creature, but to put forth the ex- 
ceeding greatness of thy power to subdue 
the carnal mind, to coi^plc^e the victory 
tover sin, and death, and hell, and to bring 
me to the fall possession of tliiit liea^feily 
** inheritance which is iticOrrnptible, unde- 
filed, and that fadeth not away !'* 
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, "^ •- lirHE GIFT OF GOD. 

./•M 1 • r .?• ^Romans vi. 23.. 



^ **h^r3if^^ Pf^ ^9^ is eternal life through 
. ^£$m, Christ our Loi'd. 

The consequences of sin, and the means by 
which man may be delivered fi-om its de- 
structive power, are questions of no ordinary 
magnitude, nor can they meet with any 
adequate solution but from the word of 
God. It is the bible alone which conveys 
the information, that death entered into the 
world by sin ; and it is the same heavenly 
communication that proposes a remedy of 
God's appointment, by which the dominion 
of death may be destroyed and its ruins re- 
paired. It sets forth Christ Jesus as an 
all-sufficient Saviour^ and represents the 
expiation made by his atoning blood to be 
of such unlimited efficacy, that he is become 
*' the Author of eternal salvation to all them 




1*2 Th^ g^t^.Gbd. 

un«^ death, eVett' sd * might" ^c3fe;^i 
throtig;h righteousness uiito eteiiiU Hfe* 
Jfesfus Christ bur Lord ;"- that ds *Hhe W* 
ges of sin is death;" so " tha ^ of Cbd'fe 
eternal life through Jesus ChristdUr iLbi^.^ 
' Eternal life ! O how gi-eat the tr^asii^i 
This indeed deserves the fittMe <)f life.'' Tfiis 
life man lives on earth is a dying Hfe. ^I^ 
stAte in hell will be a living (fe^Irj^to Ih 
heavfen all will be life, pure^lifb/perjiettt- 
al life. When men enter intb^ the-'sjiiiii*H 
of the gospel, and by ' convei*i6* 'belettifiy ^ 
little thildren, they iiresaid'iii'Scrf|Atfre^i^ 
be^'« Quickened," ormade alive by the^fe 
knd Spirit of God ; awl as thfe pi'iacipfe?'*^ 
^ba^eifhen implanted in the heaH i4i*;^^^t 
Wei^g, the seeds of eternallifei' ^te sttljedS 
ofthiff change are farther dfesfefibed' iS'^W 
ready^ " set down Vj-rth Christ M: Itt^rfv^Sfly 
^ladAS/' Such is their idtimate atfd mi^i 
soluble 'unioi with th^ir exaUcWI*'H«siif,*ffl!«t 
they' shall participate' hi^ tf ruifephS'^Wf 
^ki th6 wbrid, And the gi'kVti; 'ftu'dlpM'* ^i 
bn*ely' to thfe ehjoyihettt bf • febdfi!*$^felieft^ 
iff 1^'kibgdoih'bf heaven! A^li^gi^ 
th<rc6tttf^ between thV^r^feiflf'to *^ 

fti«ut#%t«*j|'' ft is^ mk'^iMvmk^ki^ 
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WJ^^^. fpf-^^is,;W0ifl4( they ^jft^ WWfl* 
g|,ijii^w^/i.^pe^e;,^n^ coiigpla1i(j)i^>h>4«<?li 
n^ni?! j^u^,l^ .r!ei^ewe4 . Ji^rit ,q«j ^oi^jW* i or 
^^cei^ ijjid fpossepp. .aj §f;?j-f t, 'Vjoy. s^fiJU 
Ijrljjfi^) i^,.sj^?jig^ intermffddfeth n^| ;!" but 

1||j4' in^^TW**^?' , iit^^hWjJi&t thorn m'^ 
]^^\ire;iof fiViinl thqi^tft an4. idle . v/»t<^^ 
pf ^j^iiAAtiosis »n4 Jrmgpliiir..fiiflrf|ctiQB6, 

j||^jBtei;(ian4^,i In ^e lif^^ tp^.icome ^einefy 
j^rij^ption >«haU t>^ en^eiy. ^radica|ed,^ofu 
jt)^e.ljiii(Ml^ ^d:the iiujigerof! God^bnipto c^iOptv 
^^Ij^ly ,reinst?iwped> »fm themni^x'^tnq'- 
•^iQft,,<»lDlafary tpthe divine/iwitjup^.si^H 
3]B|j3^ij», tpt potest ior, ^mw^p..! iZVi!?af,,!l^e,^ile 

pp$^th|eipprp|exe4>spiycit, »f)d: ipterrHptritrK 
p^!^ 9n4 cftwforti ;•, , i tb«7^ ajA , aindistivfe«4 
f^$l}aSrfiU,th<a^ soidji wd-itjhfiiiplesiM^^s 
.-pr^^chsfp ^,^3|9d's,right hapd 6>rii«5y!ei^|!e 
^i «iW(Py«i -witljout ipjixtme ! :.»|»4- ^^^«t 
^f)4r! ) i ^'iftn^r ta-ibidation, ^ iqiteandsf^? Ip?.th 
fl£jth^fjig^^>is, that f^>fHhout,wie,%Wi)gP, 
Ifi^ ^^tp |UEe,£eai;c4'' ,4^e,)t^y«cy,sbA* 
^j^^.flf ^iswaji4l»aU;Mvetiiv pJace»raB4i»o^ 

p2 



sfaaBitefgii/Qniversai amiddt ihe^^ioufirdi^ 
iinpriiftdi^ lof thfe redeemed . No i^ner shall 
thie< *^ earthly house of this tabemiBlcIe' bfe 
^dissolved;" than they shall «* hatVe a bt^Id- 
ingof Ged, ahous^Dot made with hands, 
dmnal in the heavens.' * And %6 consum- 
mate their happiness, \ehen ^^ absent fiioin 
thefcody" they shall be *^ present with ^ 
Lord/ 'shall be with JPesus, shill belidld his 
glo^y and ** serre him day andtiightinhls 
tempfe/- Admitted to stand befoi'e tlfe 
throne of Jehovah, in whose presehee dmnes 
«tn ev^lastihg day, they shall inherit tHe 
riches* i^f eternity^ and be made " kings and 
^rifesift unto Ood*' world without fend. \i 
dothiwt yet indeed appear What they shdl 
bf°;; >but this is known, that **^^when he^b^ll 
appear^ they shall be like him, for fhcJy 
«»hali>B6e him as he is." it; 

/-Such, belie^ver, is the glorious transitkbi 
that awaits thee. Whatever be the doom 
of the enemies of Gfod ami of his CHri^si, no 
flaming sword shall prohibit thy elltt-afwie 
intO'Piiradise, no impassable gulf be fiJifed 
.fa^ween thee and the heavenly iiiberitane&. 
•From a state of suffering, temptatic^ , 'and 
ain/thousfaalt remove *to the pos5)s^km"of 



^jQ^ii,^J)o«i(h, ftlwA Jkingi^ft /terrors, (toiiibe 
IPVi^J^^i 3ihaiU4>e to,,tha^> the iMrbitoger of 
Jjife fwdiP^C^. K'Lo^ forward^ thenv to the 
jjQtfOsau mating wi (the eonsummalaatt !of thy 
i%§j l^i^d xegajA this h^t enemy as the raes- 
j^ljg^ se^t to transport thee, ffomHi&m^ 
ij^Xf^empf. thi^ vorid, r to the partioijwtioii 
jqfr ^p4b bjie^sedness asl^eye hath not. ^een, 
^i[,^^r liear^y xwr tjbte heart ofaianrcod- 
;j?f$iire^, i.Tillhe arriv^e, be eVw* Jookiagf^p 
,tp|t^ jJoly Spirit, to finish hisr new eiTQaitkxi 
;.ifl if]^ a^ to perfect what Jw? lUts, W|gi«l j 
^d iwhea; tbo» hast attained the exyi jof thy 
f ^jtb> pven *• the salivatioa which is inX^ri^t 
jfesi^ I with ^eternal glory ,". thou, shaltlwne 
Ijlihjf: h^Tt arttd, voice to: never 4ying stiuitais 
Iffjfigp^titu^^, and praisQ, .a»4. joiiii *f the.ge-f 
A^ualjftsscfwbly aftd chuwhipfthd first bora" , 

w ascribing " blessing and bonOr, glorjl^ and 
^|)OP$';ert ;tP hio^ Ifcat sitteth ut>0§a theitbroae, 
t?i,«(i.ui3to tJhe Lamb ft*- evei:,and GVier.'?^r.t 
^ ^, , %jf^dyi\mn(^ Ml this MeSsedmess m reief ve 
^ for, the P^l^le i<tf Gpd ? . . ! Whence them eSt^ 
) ,%U|^tipA to those throj^e$> of gloi^frtMoiiwhich 

ihejffJl^&iAPgels have. : been kfec^ 
' ^es^t dk«wp /?; ; Jt . ^aft ]p|^ ^resolved intor^'iH)- 

thjw^bijtt^e g^ ;pleawire»/irff Jehovab^s 



4eseryQd fa^ai;* f aud altogether unmer^f^ 
%|hase 041 i?h0i* it lis conferred* rSuch>rf?i 
the 'UQiformt teiKH* b£ the oiacjieis . pf . ^t)^ 
^M5y!^gr*ce. are ye, jsftvedr^tJbjfoughf; fa^ 
and that^not of yoorsehtes^ut is.thj^ ^if.^ 
(i«l4'J-7^" JNot : by > works of rigbtebu^qiess 
trjiieb^i^ltavedanef: but according td i^i^, 
^[|^cy bfi M^ved .us^by the washing <tfreg€H 
Bj9riL^9nfi»nd<,the. renewing ofT-the iloly 
^i%l^3Sit'!*T*tflt i^ y^onr E'ather'a^ood pl6adt)i;€^ 
ta;gi¥ifeyoi*theiki»gdamvV ^Yes* ."the^ift 

hipftgoa^oeAvhOfOoukt settle 6YUi}i.:ai^ -esta^ 
i^p0ni«iaeh, of' his^ ^phiWreal . t ^jC^vj^, ^»b^ 
h^vfooked op/'t»^ Ji)^aw and «aw :tl^ 
^fjT M»£ fikKl^ Written In| ^^haracU^ 0^ ^htr 
]^mttd»4(betfi]:^so^kindle^>^ithin^^h^ tf^t \^ 

tionnofi that; lovei :i^hick £i^t il^ddii mao^nV- )^ 
little, -Awt^CT itlbiaft tthp, a?gefc, ai^*f crpyrn^ 
hirt/Wtb filory afl4^ihQaw>m!^an4,of t^ 




in 

i«5^toitittf'*<}#d in th^ i««almd'<rf'%httai«» 
fe^ a% ^e sum t6tai ef 4e rtdte*; ttttft 
htthoTirtt afedigtory 6f tWs WMid trertf»ei>ii«< 
66titM^ by aiFaclt'ef the divitre bbottt;^ 
tihiriifm, tM'^ce di&play«d i& th«>^ 
\7otild-be'as''ia^r0p to thi^ O06«ta;^(c6bipaf8iil 
Yffefr^tMl %M<ih eonfers (m Mi (ihitdnetir^ 
idW^ placein the kjogdom 6f hett-v^l iats, 
'■^'^e'v 'thiedj who have «hfr withc4' in y^w* 
i»*lve&, thatt ye havie receivfed ♦'^(jHegr^bf 
iSWl,' i»d thff gift'by '^a«et»* 'con^^^ie 
d^b^k>f gratitude ye owe to^^>yoilH<dif$!M^i^ 
n^iSemk. ' ^Ttie service' t» wWich~y6**i4ip^ 
^feUed is that of love and fMisd^ aiitt^llt^ 
j<^'df ^ur aiin^ould be tltife<at«aiii^@^^ 
ftW^ fcaiJaeiotts powet« to «i:]^ ycw«'';s|)rtja 
^ixA bles^n^^ss. > O dee' tbat,i)^tbuil|« 
M^rtl'sof €Vei^dayj you rfeXriv©,^ simfe «l 
ybil|t^iifiQk« obligations t& theiE\9«iitiaki«i^ 
«Ii ^IniM- ^^ifi^did^, abd tbat ^ Kv«l3»itii^a^ 
ti^ffa'^to 'kindle thefediag^'Ofld'<l^^liril>&^ 
'4%reikte;>(yr praise and ti^ftnkfUltol«^iliti«^ii 

ifi^ ^p^gsent^yoQi^v^-tocGtid ilb>ltv4Wg 



^]ci$(m,V, Mid *'glotify.hva.witjl» ilrou^^ll>ftT 
di^tind with, your, spirits, yrhit^ ^tw-J>i%A 
Ijfot, .only rescued frooj death and d^tfHc- 
tion. but endued vfith a goo4 bc^i th^ufib 
grace*. pfb^iog exalt^ to ev^rloBting Ji%' 
uiiok, '^jvhat loauiier of .persona ye ou^t.tp 
be in all holy couyersatioa and .godJUae89<:'il 
a^d , while you . stiU mediate on .ithis-.^n'? 
sjih^ablo gift, lift, .up your heart, to fti^ 
heavenly Donor, and exclaim in lowly adpr 
TAtio.n, .",0 Lord God of Israel, ther^ i?.fW 
God Uke unto thee iu the heaven or » th* 
^E^rth, whq keepest covenant, and gljewest 
loerciy . nntQ thy servants"^' t ?ff ill prsigg 
^p&, ,0 I«prd, among the j)eople; ■!. ;Vfjl|)i 
s^ng.uXntO thee among the nations; for thjl 
ni^rcy is. great unto the heavens, andi t^ 
truth upto the^clouds-" iV^nm' 

, ,, But though, the gift be thusgr^, «fiditl»# 
givi^r. thus beneficent, how is the v&hm ^ 
the one, and the. bounty of the pther ejaii^sa 
ced, by the considera^n of the, c1S#p(ir| 
through whichtheblessing is commuAic^teij^ 
"The gift of God, is eternal life thp^^ 
Jesus Christ our X^t^d,''. Etesnali'yfe:is(^ 
gift, tjie pure effect qf grac^ipn the pwl,.^ 
Qod^ but not. so a* it resppqts.'PUr.il^fi 
Jf,esus Chri^V Jlfttt's. title. ,tQ it,,,hia %i#Uflt 



eM<itit(^i«,'lti«'T'ers^fi»«Dce'iq thejiiiiii&if 

jtiyiBle«i of tti&^orious inheritance, 'lii-e'^I 
^ohhifed bythe blood of Chri^. A^ "^ti 
b^'rtt^fisd BiiM death'' bj^he 'offenpfe'df 

iMeffost'Adiffli',' ''^o^tc' rrignsthWtiii^^ 
rigfiteMBDCss - unto'etenial life by Jesiiy 
C%Mist"Wi Lord.'" His obeffieniM lifitO 
dtkdt is'the grand expedient in-whith mei^ 
ey'tfqd'thith meet together, and thevarion^ 
ttttribnixs' of the diviae nature 4re dispfaC^ieii 
iM^^c(#rebpoB^g and harinonizidg ' ytim 
ittch i^er;' 'and with the -ffielfere of iih&il 
aaihi'i " Th?!t justice might be' satisfied, irxii^ 
mnbttitiled,. and sinners saved,' lo! hB-wnd 
VBS "'in the'forai df God, -and thdtrghi 'it 
mo* foMiery ta be equal with God, mad^ 
himself of no reputationj and took' tl^'6n 
hikh t^« form of' a setTaat, add Wa^ indde 
in ^'likeneds of men ; and being fouud in 
fi^ttB a^ a'man, '■ he hutublcd himself, ^dij 
l>eoiBte' obedient nnto death, even the dea^ 
trf-thie^^WssI" He who is "the brightneys 
^.the^a*her'8 glory, and the express image 
Of-hWi|ier8t»i^"' assum'e'd" man's' nature, uu- 
t]ei4Abk4itis cause, bot%'his sins, Btistained 
feifr^utii&hnienti;' and having thus opened 
tH^4iigd6mofhe)tvett'ttf all believers, he^ 



lao ThegtftofGod; 

gone before to prepare a place for th^m» 
' that where he is, they may be also* Yes : 
it is JesQ» Christ our Lord, who has re- 
moved the flaming sword that guarded th 
tree of life. It is he who has unlocked the. 
everlasting doors which sin had closed. It 
is he, who, as man's Fore-runner, is for maa 
entered within the veil ; and who has thus 
given security to his people, that they shall 
never perish, and that none shall pluck 
them out of his hand. This then is the way 
in which man draws near to God, and God 
to man ; in which God stoops to man, and 
man rises to God ; in which the returning 
sinner meets a gracious, a merciful, a for- 
giving Father, who, *' to the praise of the 
gloiy of his grace,*' makes him "accepted 
in the Beloved," and enriches him with the 
invaluable gift of eternal life. 

What enlightened mind can meditate 
upon this consolatory^ though humbling 
truth, without being grieved at the awfid 
delusion of those who depend on them- 
selves, or their works, for salvation ! Un- 
like the insolvent debtor who has nothing to 
pay, they come with a price in their hand, 
and hope to attain eternal life, not by grace, 
not by reiposing on. the free mercy of God 
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in Christ Jesus, but by debt, arrogantlyi 
presumiDg on some merits in their serviceat 
for the reward of the heavenly inheritaHce.i 
Presumptuous thought I How often shaili 
the Most High proclaim, that " by thet 
deeds' of the law shall no flesh be justified'*" ' 
How often shall the friendly voice of Jesusi i 
enjoin, " When ye shall liave doneallthosei 
things that are commanded you, say, We. ' 
are unprofitable servants'?" Called from* i 
nothing by the creating power of God, de^i 
livered from a state worse than nothing byi 
his redeeming mercy, preserved in life from 
day to day by his providential care, can- 
tiie sons of meu do more tliau it is their duty^ 
to dof Must not the most holy among', 
them adopt the deprecating language a£ 
the psalmist "? — " Euter uot into judgment', > 
with thy servant, O Lord, for in tliy sight" 
shall no man living be justified." However 
proud man may indulge in vain, deceitful, 
hopes, it is theexpress declaration of divine) 
truth, that "God hath ^mi*?» to us eternal, 
life, and that this life is in his Son ;" sO; 
that " be tliut hath the Son hath hfe, and[ 
he that hath not the Son of God hath ncrti 
life." As it is in Christ Jesus and h'm. 
cross tliat the divine mercy is displayed', ^ I 
^ I 




it kiftff ^Hbarist's sake^ th»t t^ irM J^kbing 
of etefiuillife^ tiid every ^their ]ii€tey4i^1^ 
tftoMed.' • Thkis the graj^d doetriiie of IK^ 
ffiUaJe, (^ eesrtral point in lirhidi tbe vai^ 
Ott^ iineB' of divine xevielatioiai ' meefl. ^ fftHi^ 
l^^^ahnH'they esm}]^, < wlioi%y ^a Ikrficl'iidi 
jeotiOKi ^ef^Ghfist aiid hb gitu^ci iii^l^ 
^^e^tiriiltiilion't ■ • ■■ ■ ■ ' ^y^ .^liii-ij. 

'^^appyi howeva*, yea, thriee hlA^{>y An^ 
it;iidr hs^.df awn nigh to the thrM4^ t4^^ 
by%^'Mood of the atonem^it^, wkd^tcii^ 
ft ^eep sense of theiif &im mmoti\nxLimAt 
haveit*cfei¥ed ^•^the record God hath^ ^^^ 
ofiiisiSon/^ ^ml are trusting in kHn'^aldhir 
idit gmee lE'tinievand for glo^ in f^nkieft 
Thte'life tibey havVi^ recmed is^iiMie^rtiMihte 
jBisiAi^ampf^ &om the Bllit)^, 

^♦'ii^wefll ' of • imter springing up J mW iif^f^ 
W^^ life;'' t Believer in Christ Je^o^ >h^ 
btesMdis^ thyi(A( how jg^ d^Nttl^S 
Tiu^^^t6a^ engaged' ^^«% 

&^0i^ i^ ' yefti thou hast a ^eovemaiK^ * ^iMled 
iiiik^'En^jlMiuel'fi9^blood^ ^and tot^in^^hf 
tl(^ '^^flt^^dif iGbd himself 

kefea ^ j^k^othe iltiinutabi&ty i^^kig 
f9b6ii«l^^ i MWrf to in fedukvby^aife oath r tii^t>^% 
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l^sible ^6od 1;o Jie^ we might have a 
strong cpi^splfttioii, » i»^Q haya lied iar re- 
ntage to lay hold upon the hop^^^set bflfor^ 
UB." Yet a little whiles and th^ outlines of* 
thji^futiu-e chaf^qtfor^ the Holy 

Ghost itt thy neivr ^reatio^) shall be filled iflp 
.\uth (^elestial colouring ; and beiiig, at lepgth 
translated to the courts^ pfv^he^vea, thou 
sha^lt ^m^^ in < the light of the luwaxY^^y^i^x 
Vl^righter radiaoce than « ^ver beami^d on 
Adam in: an earthly paradise^ Thou shalt 
j^^ li£^, J,h6 U;^ Jo8t by thyJSi# pa];f^U 
ga<^ thou shalt have, it q(u>rev'iiibiw4^uiy^yi 
^^[Vipjs andr distresses . th€Mi< must>;expeot| 
nn^la {las^ingr through, the wikdern^s^.;, but 
^ugH &>it jtlictpr^apnt thoa mayeat f ^gro^in 
i^ijoig hui'thened«"< laarM to foifg^ th)^ suok-^ 
jia^^ in^ei^peotation of the glory which/sbaU 
li^jre^^eal^d ia the^«, Stapd^ then, 4i^ |1^ 
^^mt^^i /'Ipokbgfor« aiMii\9i§^^ 
^l^i^OuH^pefMring o£ our^gre^t^ .QodN^d^^*^ 
gj^Q^ Jeraii^ Chria^ ;7l and^ i ccBrt^mpl^tipn 
^the^ywmdrous iwof ki)f thy4 i^a^Tiify^l^thy 
^^pi^tmto souh unite; in th0»i^i)StJb*i9«tffai^!of 
ilfipturpua .sui^ise^ t^C^l^e 4i9ptl}ki!^^t^ 
iii^fbm ^tii^of ^the jWisdop^. s^wli W^^ 
^ofiH) ''For of^him^ «n44bB«^^ biWir 
\^^\»m 2^ alUhiag» Ht« n^am^f^f^pfot 
ever. Amen/* 
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UKBm what an endearibg aspect do these 
words present to man's view the Author W 
hisibeiiig w^A hopes. *^ God is love/' 3-£(^ 
comprehensive, how glorious a desighaj^6n 
of the Deity ! In the exercise of his yiri- 
ous perfections, indeed, his dealings ' iifiay 
son^times appear to militate againsit fUs 
aodable character ; but, whatever ali^ibtftl^ 
of the Deity be displayed, love is thcf pHil^ 
cipler which directs its movements, and dt^^ 
ti«3s its operations. Comprehending wi^faSn 
iU naiiKe the good of the whole creatira, '% 
is- maanfested in the inflictions of justice hf '"' 
th^ .intar^bly guilty; no less than in; 
exerciBd ormeK J and compassion to the W^ 
trefl8^>iind' humble penitent.' fit'niafi^i^^ 
''alkhb jgeodiiies&''^pasd before Moses, ^he 



Lord proclaimed himself^ **tfee*Iicmf Gfdtf, 
m^cifiii and ;^aciotts,^ I^ttifr . swflfermg; and 
abuDdaut W godAi^s^^^ k^epfhrg 

piercy for tJ^ousauds^ forghriirg^ ifliqtdty; 
traiidgression, and ^in^ att^ that triH by no 
means clear the guilty/^ aind represented 
this amiable and deligMftil attributead con- 
stituting bis "glory," wfi^mnig^the sum 
and center of all his' p^fectimid. With 
this glorious character ef the Deity the 
If hole compas^ofcreation, and thevariotts 
4$^^ing9 oi piroTidenee and gme^ jbyrns^Eii^ 
Illi4 jftgree without one jarrijog i^0^A i^ 
^^gmpire,. as with one voice'^iii de^lwA^ li^ 
|j;n>d that t* Go<l i» love;'*' [ i^ : 

\ ^ J^yixm tlie ways of God 19 }mt tr^itl^ 
gqff^njm m^ prtmdeTaiml e^rBj^^*^ Aee^ 
^(^ glass^ how these e;xereiaes p£^tp$(ff\^ 
j|^;;^E^e rd^eet the^ k>T0 iel }^ Ml^ei. 
l^yf; kifely does he appear nQd^ t^4h$^ 
1:^(^1 of a 'Father I and tHsirtlH^flnry^tnr- 
}^W in whid^ he stands tp)BM^:Hi^b 
]^a4e Wif ftnd not we otiMflye^^ *W^^ tte 
1^ l^ongs the endearing^ tHlepf^($l)ei<a^ 
flfi^ie qiMrits of aH flesh;'^ Irihii|#^^h<ppy 
ni,kni«et^ aitd incftpable of fuay* ^reiase 0f 
l^lj^^dness from the erea<nxri?i atthef I8i»^ 
mi^swm^ y^^idi-graeio!^ wlff % fiKit4t»dl 

q2 
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man,* and ^ endowed him tr ith( < tkew f orioh 

sources of enjoyment, usefulness^ abd^liflf* 

piness^ his reason, Jbis imagination, < his |ttd^ 

ment, his memory, his power ctf contmimieat- 

ing thought for thought, and interohangil% 

auction. for affection by the noblls faculty 

of speech, f .^nd'that he might o>ti£^ a stfll 

higher ! distmction jupon his • fatorite jubb, 

yikAe all othier creatures are mere passive 

sabjecte'^of theiriCreator's goodnessy- he \vai; 

madi&*topafaie of ^Vtasting and seeing/ ^t 

the Lord is good," of bearing hts imiigie, 

enjoying his. favOTy and pffittic»pat]uig^lii8 

glory* Who. can reflect upon this boimtjt, 

and not exclaim, ^^ How exoeUeot istfay knr- 

iDg^kindiiess^: O God V\ ** I wfll dii^ *nto 

the Lord as Ipiiigv^ I live ; I wilLprusfeimy 

<j<^;wh]iel have;sqy being/'*; :■.'■ ". m" 

iu^JH^ aniable does l^e appear aIso«uiider 

die^characte^; of a Guardian^ a^Delifverer^i^a 

Bene&ctc^ I. : I^t evejy. individual retraee 

hisi htepi^ to infancy, ^ and exan^ine ithe < a^- 

GfivdsJ^of WUfe^ what numberless proofs 

fQ£^l(3ro4's»lpye} towards him will hevdisoofver, 

'wiiqj^nmnifold^^ of his4)royfdetitial 

cafe aiid kindness ! It is ^* in him (wejiive, 

apdanov^j and hay^auri)eing/%>' Who can 

call tQ^mind^ the blessing he has! ei\joyted of 

I » 



coDtimEiedJ hddth, 'ofl tbe^Mftof hi»^ bodily 
Itmbsp^ tliB we of hiii^smBes^ <^othe)pii»^ 
^epvatbh of life itsdl, and i not' seeithedovi^ 
<of hiftf'alitiiglMy Ghidrdian «flpd ProtebtoP? 
!Who elm ifieditate upon thepai^and^hnng 
vtd reeollie^tion his delireraaiceatfroin'dMli^ 
^m*ds«ibkiie88, sorrow/ ' and pain^ ddivi^ 
aaces ^r hist person aiid possessions^ ds^- 
"vevonces^ in (youth and in riper a^^ ansdr/iiot 
^^raise'the Lord for h^ goodn(b88^^as(d((fer 
hferwonderful works to the dbildren^of mbaif ' ' 
^iho can contemplate the rich p#0fo£oariDii 
liieditine bounty in tbemKpp}yr[oHiis«>!iai- 
Ij' wantsv i]> the laccomplishm^'^of hisrjk^t 
dsirte^ iis^ the gratification of '^e^eefyfs^flfie, 

^iBiliebiessings of liberty,? gdcietyv and^e^Mory 
/coidearingi relation^ in >tbe auH that l^hMes 

upon him, in the reyolatio& i^fithe^seslsi^, 
\ih the linmmibered gifta that isi»rr0tDbid(^iln, 

aardnotfsing withi tiie Bsalmisty ^^l:iet!l9ie 
•iibtdibe magiiied^ (who '^bath pleasomi^in 

4he^ proaperity ef ' his sei^ants 1 ' '/>t£iniry 

Messing pomts. \ to iOod: ^as the> gr6a4;>Beae- 

&ctor^ who from yeat* to^year iili»'dfteieabth 
^with his>Ticbes9 aiLdiOitmns itwitlifhiaf^clad- 

neSSiand.lender meecieB# ohaiji n ♦fi^itr.^ 
■ iM Now say, Ghiistian, xiid »the pevi«w»<«x- 

t^id' no> £ni;her,i eouldati thottsocsitein^k^te 
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^y place in tbe scale of being,, and; the de* 
aiands thftt are founded upon thee by . the 
I>oimtie8 of nature, and Ibe d^ings^ of Pro* 
vMencey without gratefoUy acknowledj^ng 
tiiat "God, is love !'* O how da his excei^ 
Ij^cle9 challenge, the choicest affections 9^ 
ihy heart ! The reeotlection of daj[i^;eni| 
eacaped,^ deliverances experienced^ beiiefitk 
reoeived, may wt&U constrain thee to exr 
claiiifi, ^^ How j^ecions are thy thoughia.untp 
iQe„ O God ; how great is the sum of thiem !^^ 
Hust-thou not say with the, Psalmiiif, 
^^jSurely, goodness and mercy have foBb wed 
me aB the dptys ofmy life V O yes, it wai 
t|iisi goodness and meccy that originally gaT>e, 
th^ life, and brought thee out of thy forr 
mer nothing into existence.. It wa»i^ 
l^^'t.siilerwards gave thee a new bi^, ai^d, 
iaade|tjbe;p meet, to. inherit the kingdom qC 
li^y^q,/ It is this that has suppoitodt^^ 
igpidsi the various trials of li^. and tmt 
comforts thee in the prospect of . fl^ttnifj 
l]9^mg9i. ., Tri^bthou mayest.have^ 1?^^ 
caUf^itO] encounter;, (for what soq. ja.^i 
w^qsillhe Fathex chasteneth v^AH} but wei^^ 
they hot blessings in disguiseS If eaft^b^i 
efijoyments were taJ$:^aaway^ werevtl)^ 
r^lMf^.b^spiiituid. and bxmgoMy > c^^ 



Iaition&'? 'Jpet-haps, ,'in ^ttie 'Frovi^eu||e-of 
God, thy liealth became tlVe prey of disease \ 
and stretched on a bed of affliction, thou for 
the first time communedst ivith thiiie pWlj 
heart on the great concerns of eternity. 
Perhaps the wrench, by which au endeareijl^ 
friend or relative was torn from thy em- 
brace, awakened tliy serious reflections, 
and stamped the world with a vanity in thy 
affections which no time can obhterate. Per- 
Iiaps some worldly scheme or counectiim 
thwarted by unlooked-for events, forced 
upon thy notice the superintending care of 
an over-ruling Power, and made thee anxp 
ioiis thenceforth to seek the guidance, and 
willing to acquiesce in the decisions of the' 
only wise God. And were not these cliasr 
tisemerits tokensofparental lovef If they 
have led thee to ask, "AVhere is God, my 
Maker '*" if they brouglitthee to castallthv; 
care upon him, under a full conviction that 
he careth for thee, O how bountifully hatii| 
he dealt with thee ! Be it then thy gratp- 
fd! deterniiiiation, " I wiU praise the Lo'ri^J 
for he is good, his mercy endureth.for ever.'' 
I will " offer the sacrifice of thanksglviHj^. 
and forget not all liis benefits." 

Now review the ways of God throu^ 



1$0 Thel^paqf.Chta. 

moih/^ medium, a^d see the love oCJftiskiiftr 
tuure ia the glorious work , of redem^^Um. 
|iefq:£|.tiiew world of love i^aA gra«^ pre^*^ 
^^U itself to the admiring, sight. .Qreat 
9fij3i wjonderful as are the blessings of cr6a- 
Jti^^4tproyidieivee» what. are they wlien 
gfOtrasted with the !gift of his Sonv ftud Ih^ 
bl^ii^ of his purchase %.. ^ * Gkxl sq laved 
t})f&,Yrpri4vthat>hegave his oaly. hegptl^ 
qy^ *.ihi^t whosoever believath 'm ;bim 
1^9^14 iiKi^ perish^ but have eVierla^tiogJiH^V 
•-fri^' lie spared not his own. S<m» \mt d^ir 
W^di htfn ujp. for U9^ aUL" Havixig substituted 
^.lifjliing victim in the place of the |P«iiltyv 
fjtc^l^ \ rlunp^ widi itheir ni^tme^ ^d, Jali 
^^(p» hiw their, iniquities, ^^he spai^-^iii. 
SQl^'^lrat .poured out upon bim.thi^:vudUyQC 
b^f^iTi:^, made him A man of sorrowf/fr^ 
tj^ jEpau^er to the cross, and therd^d^liy^Ti-. 
^ 4w^ i^Pi to death \ and ail * Uie /ignoj^9M$! 
91)4:^^1^9^^^ P^ crucifixion. O the iilsrtQfa^. 
IflSfJpJf^ of Qfl^d I . O grac^ bey^tid-ioohaqi^: 
^gp, ,^h»t ^oiUd'^erci$e ;thQ f9eveilit}n^itf 

ji^fi^:^rtfe« 3jm?of h}$lQ5iife,iftndijir(BiB«i% 

^f)n.«ft tb^.cro^l) vMd^hopidi^es i^ 
tJb^loiFe to«piisid<8r >«|lfr.tabJfi0t9^>oti^^^ 



lo^ty ligiiiii&t their Mkker,« «et df^lifr^ijthM 
dttda^te 6&i)i¥olved4fi guilt aiid lbis^r^,ilii 
t^h&>vMmvA^^eGtkm to deigii^ i^ekty,' W 
IWDbMitjr ito Mk^i Ti-tily ''X^d'^^oitf^ 

iws^irt^ yet Binaersi^ Christ tlied fi»'^ 1*r,^* 
<K^' t» ^hridh u^ with fltereies; «(> t^e^tfe^i^ 
ffOth ste aild h^M, lEind to re9ti»^ to%) bi|)(2 
piiil^ii^' laiid glory I How wiparallek^^^'iMi 
loWi that rdtel man ehouM W r^Wrkrei;^ 

i^^d ^ hi^ pierson and ^e bi^ighti^efAib^M^ 
hfetgfciry^^ But " Gtod i» love,"^ toM? ^Ij^ 
tm^-^^Mt w^re a diminutive) a - d^grsid^ 
ing^ (^:;q>r€^on-^bftt love '#itho^iit ^Iti^iM^ 
tmy^dP^ikfyi ' love is his nkitiir^ r^lV^ls fjri^ 
fimte; ^'^Bsential love r lei^e >$s irmptOtii^ 
hitmMsh^k^. AM ^* iti thk i»iismJm6 
fe^ed'th^ le^veof Qod towards ui^, 4)<^ui^ 
<hat(Ood'i<»ifr his only 4!>egotC^ ^6h <k^ 
' ^^woi^Idvthatw6t»ightlive^throiighlf^^ 
t^fiereitt i^ I^ve^'' het^ i» ^the ' ii^^ ^^ 
v^oeiiij^pfoof ^ffid the ^iMst i^ati5M«^^<fiAiU 
{diiytfM i« that catt t)^ ^^ven^r'^^^et^tJiitf^ 
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\m Son to be the pfopidatipB fepiiaiirittitf0i& 
ilad'heseat hm. irom Us 'AatiitdolidMeiflii 
iUMi ali its glories to iiistruot 'miidji^dot^ 
bis doctrine^ aiji4 exampU,i it tvodiliiihiii^ 
beeiS'an agtonishing aetnbf iditine lbi^«;<:sbti| 
|o^ ^ send ^him for the expctes pairpMea^iJI 
^^bearilifg :their eins in his owmbd^^f^oil^tjibd 
tree,'^ JEtild of dyings ^f theJustfiirtliMfeiimjlBl^ 
to^brkig'tfaemto God/' iskft love soda^nleiNl 
estedy 60 ardent, ;80 exteiiBi¥e m its. ^iesigp 
to gradottis in ks»object». t];i^i it is^^ultiita^ 
ipcomprehensible. . It is ^^ a Joif e that jnani^ 
etik knowledge ;" atnd should the imosteaBl 
alted intelligences, the.angek of light tismfe 
Helves, fi^tteinpt to explore its ^heights; z^ 
depths, they would soon be^^ponstminbiil/dh; 
qry out, ^^O the diapth of the tidijS^Mbbtli 
ofthe wisdom dnd knoA/rledge of Qo441iiIain 
m^earchable are his judgments^ iijld«ifai» 
ways past finding out!", . .: f*l i^Jiv^ 
v'But if this be a theme which. jQuispaflarfi 
the understanding of angels, , ^whati «tdiuU 
b^ Ahe^ feelings of the true . Cl^dsliiaa^iipoar 
renewing such • ft* display pf idivikteit jdfaft 
Oan^ he iforbear joiiung^ the . prc^bebi itit^Mcl 
wtonajdus to heaven, aucl eanitjii ; ifiiri/wngiNMi 
[H»|se aiod^joy % \ Can Im iij^CieAiiacCis^ 
^^Sing^O ye hoaven^^^^ .fijr othii^ifcdr^liiMt; 



booak^forth liato singuig, ye^ mounteinsy , i(^ 
ibrest^^aadtevery.treethereia; fortha.Lwd 
bath redeemed Jacob, and glorified, hiaiwlf 
ia Jsrael V\ Struck with a solemn • oonvio^ 
4ion 9i*\ii»' goodnt^as and mercy^ is it notr thy 
laiig«age» Christian^ ^^ O 6od» how exefclr 
4rat, is thy naoie in all the earth V ^^Wborn 
haw9t}in>heayen but thee, and therOjisMne 
iifi(|R earth I deedre in ccHnparisosL o£4;heeSt\' 
Fa&doMm, then^ at the feet of the Gad of 
gma^^rnkdm admiration of his rtvpendjOtts 
ioye^K iBMiTender thy whole soul to bis gm^ 
dffMe and governments Think how amaa^r 
m§ it is«> that a poor^ sinful,, dying woria 
nhfMdd be so prized by the . infinitely holy 
Muih^py God^ as to induce himi* to give Jiip 
jtii^imlyy his belovedSontothedea^hofthe 
i^soss for thy salvation. Thy loss was inder 
«Gribable, thy misery extreme ; but he saw 
thda* ifl 4hy wretched, undone state, and by 
Mi^fl^c^ love, which filled aU heaven with 
wonder^ » found a^ransom in his own Son to 
ddiivier thee from, going down iatq the pit; 
DureU' in thy^ contemplations on this won-" 
49au0i«exhibition of divine love, till thy 
jiviainest gratitude be kindled within thee, 
fUDL^ thy heart be dissolved in holy affection 

R 
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tbi3od^ and wmi ^ff ^thb^^imnt^imtsMmk 

ilwieUm'as thou oanst, a^nd^daUj^ilAibcn^ 
4ila(ti«hoii^?oaii^ love him 'iloi^ilietita!^) iiiik 

/^ tlHierb id^tHiotbcb^ Mirroi^ 4a ^wliioy >QbA% 
*iov^ Aatiw yafAir 86 iimgJbl a liu9ti^e^o<that9Ae 
vdflcmkdd )^^jka3i!ylmd6ditlie djta»^oi>'^(9n 
tluritiielie^e not^j aivd ikd ttem^fiwiffinglyii^ 
ftskii ^ ^ "Wlkeve JB' the pimnifie^of ids ^lmm^^ 

lisaj^^iii'^i'gkss, a^d k "i^iU beasecfidihatt 

l)«Ai^i«a 4to q)emtidn« slw the iiglitiof r itte 
^ayv ftftd the)^ d«w ^of heav^.^ ' h tk> f)$iildkw46 
tbe>iiii«h«d^ui and the evili' < ^ ^ OtwbiMlriMU 

th^aKl4» Am4her6S who Itve. '4a/ aiL ra^o^roft 
Httg^ectiind contempt of all ^igianStflV^^ 
WttitittnteB ^Frh€^ bi^^ 
fdicqpmut^rai^ie^ and^pr^fimoxie^i^hb^ni 

i^li^cifod and/stosuaHtyv^^ hl^tved^em^ 

ltirw9,v(abu^^ hk file^eie»^^nd^^i^ii|mkitf M 
6l<^iblpDdbei|t€»:!.Ti^i^lilUl)]heiid^ li^iv^iifcdii 



foriieMoiusfijiandddiigHbuff^^ Ifbougb • 
tire aameiakiiightf i^diee ^rfaioh <ialied ijitf 
lMirifl!iiito>;bdi^^^ a^ word cul 

Midrt tlxdr existence, and consign^ them to 
^jrditiQa^] hk :palJ<mce> redtraiiis^the awful 
im^mati that the > goodveai^ of Goi^ i may 
lead theai tovnepentancfei ^Butohd hotv; 
^^M^dde^i^ caU^ and thcfy^ reftiae f >.How^ 
diteted6e2DbetBtretcii0iit^hi9ihsfBd ' 

nc^trdonoVl rUof^^uxiweafiediy doN^^lie 
firito^ittiiMar uwilh vintitatiMtavf entirnkties) 
^rffftti^e^s^ aad^tptetttlatiott^^ftd titi/iy iA\ght 
hH pMffetidam^ieHi' Heteiisvthc^ gdspeli 
lawfafaiBtng^ d;lM^ ^gladi ^ tidings^ ^ off galvf^ion^ 
jqnrea4'«^bi^9ure tkkm. ^ Hetn^aee the herttlds 

ikinOs^i oiime if&dsiil the >#at6i%,' and be ' 
thfttrbatb' 116^ moiiejf , ledme* y e» hby^ 'iAd^ eat ^ 
^99f^mme^' boy ^wke aitd WUi^witha^itt^ 
«»jf^^ndiiwit)iDiit^{H?ic6. ' ' i <l£ero {49^ the- Spt-^ 
fi t k)f i^ifiLcievand jtolktesft^attivibg^^ivitb it heir 
licsarttfy^nd madijrt^or^vt^ theitt /cep^^ 
iBtnpejtoi^KrdslG^f attd^^^l^ our 4^(mA 

«Ke809 (Jitfistii But frbni?^(dB^}tch diiyf^thby 
r^joii ^U^ieli^ottittieltfi andf vdft'Ha^f^intae 
bfilik'ffeprG^JbJ > jB^hdd >th<^^ Idye /of 
GkM^<yidi0N^.tBiDt wlUli^ Ahat:any ^Miuld*|)e- 
Fi»b,tb«A tfatilaU4Itouldi io0me to repentance," 




o*ii»i8alva*idH4 ••-.>:••-- -'*' 'it- uo.'iiv/ ailJ 

au|{b#iftg ^l3kxl, ftij^i exhibit su^fti^al 
and4nl|^6idteac6 of 4i^it^«a fiot ' ^i^^"^ 

a^AAit^m^l Hrork is m>t ddeetiWs^dSfi^ 

fuj^'6et% them-^'clo iiririkedly 1 /-(y^Sli*^ 
suohivreuM •remember thiset'^lM! dt^ <»f 41^' 
geanoe^'^vrill - cdme, aad' oi^ the "n|p£dli^' 
ju4tftt»4£0f Godi '%heir^«»^litf»Wa^^'«W^ 
tMead of his eneiAies, «id'thd4i^ty>SdU^I 
of<««(ili^4P-oaea8 -ge^tb on^^t^ 4iaf (tid4«il3^' 
edti^r." - Wli»fc;mfe(tee!J8 to -^ treWiiteXia^y 
wmtli afg*«BiBt>the (feyof imtth', ^^itdllib^^^^ 
velatiofl «rf'tbe-rig1rtwu*^j«dg«ieittt W (jeW^' 
Yes? ttnthinkiog w(^in!,'-if«thgii ibsSfelPTO* 
patien^'to-Bfore imgodii«v^,"h&M^ili^^P 
IcB^'-c^ltrim- in his-iBdignfctioBri" *^ A.M!^ 
MriH^seime^^ineHdMersai^ ^^ijl^^i^ 
md^of Mne-eaeiBies. '^ Thou^'tHou Hm 
beeift ihitbdMD^paiedV iftSDitbevr maSy ^i^^ 

sandj^ %a<f^bd^8ne^hM'%'^y'iill^^W 
of their siu. Think of Ai)ti)t«e#*MJid ^j^ 
pliira slthic^^'^it^ a li^m thdr t^Ai^e;.. 
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d^ ^tei« of the univct^ijl d^li^^ ; .;.TlM 

wffB^ % W» stranger ^«wfeV*: IMi|I' j(Uli^ift 

]|:£;^^2 hewshall I delfV0r^«ew.l«f«d,f, 
]^,$hfH i«ett^ee as -ZeilM'TI Q <V«t{i 
0!!^^i|ipi^i9«red;b3r hi» iorv^nthptt .mi^e^t f^i^^ 
hplVf^y to tis m^wsy:««it^Vtod' wy jia, 

Ifeaj^, A V,Q#^f %«?>W<« '4*.$^«MI^ ;> 
I^jIrftfO^, Q |4),Ray4ny4Q<ifi^8Uff^liiig,g)oo^^ 

ap£i\M!t^»jr sop^ Spirit fxf^ 
qia\qi!^4m& ;influ^c^, 4U1 cin . say:, . ff 1 1^, 

r2 
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fountain of light and life. The Lord de- 
lights to see. ;iu€h/ipg^u(^ r^e^tings and 
brokenness of heart, nor will he fail to ex- 
tend the benefits of lus salvation to the poor 
and contcjit^^pif^. ThatJovQ which called 
thee iilto being and sustained thee in life, 
which provided a ransom for thy sin and 
spared thee in thf rebelliofts, will not be 
waiting in its exercise now thou art pene- 
trated wkh adadp'seqse of thy ingratitude, 
and desirous of returning to thy heavenly 
Fdthen^ 1H0 who has exhibited /^sttph eoij- 
d^eni^iQn.aiid grace^ean cast out none tliat 
t9rulyi[(K)nie to'hinL ' Retneaibe]» there^wiip 
\milc of hfs ;bapd8^ no> dispenaatioit of 4u6 
f>r(^vki^aee, ho effbrt4[>f hi^ grace^ bat boars 
^he iia[ipi*es» of the love of €rod,and beviea- 
'^cUragii^d by the^ thoi^ht to > draw near to 
him^ in ^e name <A his Son^ and ' to > claim 
an* int^est 'm hid precious promises \ ^fdfor 
thefiiafor^' will Ihe Lord wait,/^at. he may 
c Ibid ^graicious r unto ihee*;^ and therefore. wiU J4 
te^jexaked^ that he may have.mowjf.jipon^ 
theie^ fi»r tiia^L<MrdJs^ a X^d^of judgment^ ^ 
{iless^^iare allithey thati?ait i^riiimy'V:(< - .; 

. • <• V • - , . . .• 
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r^M^i/. (i >i^HE>Ii<)YB OF CaB3[ST;io( > -im 

T^QBiui i$/ no enlightened r&iEiderldf hit JBibll^: 
fou!k must perceive that, in ^the grafifii'^i^r 
<]^ensation^ Ghi-ist is exhihittdiiisrOC<^p^l!(^ 
not imbjr the tthief, but it mi^^ibi^ kaiaxthi^ 
oariy t pkce; - Would a mftto liye, aiiaj atct iap 
av Christian 1 Jjt is written^ iGhrist^ia i^iid 
must* fee H hisf ) life. WxMili • he , obtaliii ithM 
holiness >«^ithout ^rhich^M^ joAl^^shaU seeit^ 
Ii[wtl ?^ ' It.as writteni f^In the LQi?d^i8h»ll; 
jotte sar^, haveI;righleoU|;nfs$s ftbd stretagth;", 
lAliktld he praeUre^qmekenipg/f^pi^^ 
enlightening grrtce^l : Still: toe i*i|sfc>jrepMir 
tdOiJe^, ^nd deiiiye#U fronj^this: ift^xhaiisr. 
tible trieasury pf tdivintJ iiifl|ie»c%.; JJiis ii%; 
in all its parts, is hid with Christ in God^. 
and w^batevejr be /hk state, ^t malady, hfj 
^ust look to Jesus for thd^ supply of hit^ 



^qg The l&i^B. of. Christ, 

Spirit^ and the work of his grace. No 
rtonder, then, that the bible is perpetually 
directing the eye and heart to Christ. No 
wonder that this theme should seem to ab^ 
sprb every other. No woiider that his great 
love wherewith he hath loved us, when shed 
abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghost,', 
should conciliate its regaj-d, .and determine/ 
its attachment. No wonder that under a 
lively sense of this animating principle; tlie.^ 
believer should exclaim from the inwarjo^ 
feelings of his soul, "The lovepf Chiii||^ 
conatraineth us." , ^, i- 

There is a length, and brftadth« ai»{^ 
depth, and height in the love of Christj;| 
which no finite mind can comprehen^ift 
Who can understand the fulness of the gloryj. 
of which he divested himself, the depth of, 
the degradation to which he submitted, th&, 
extrentity of the sufferings which he endwp;- ^ 
ed, the horrors of that hell from which hg,, 
i-edeeras his people, the blessedness of th(;,| 
kingdom which lie lias purchased for them^,, 
the malignity of the guilt for which he haj^',j 
atoned, the hatefuluess of the pollutioDSji 
which he washes away, and the natui-e <rfj^, 
that gracious intercession which he is yet,., 
cdFryJbDg.09 in the heafteikly world ? Vif]^lf], 



ttiij th<^ a:postfe' say 'of ()ii^'^ove,''tIia^/|t 
'"■passcth kaovv ledge." Some faint coiU 
c'fiption of it, however, may be obtained bV' 
viewing it more closely. ' ' ", 

■'^Eiroic then to the wa^Jweof this love, anttj 
mkrk its pure dmntei-estedness, its infinn^> 
freeness. In order to repair the brcacn- 
which sin had made between God ami maiiJ 
Jestis, the Son of God, foregoing all hiSl 
rights of majesty and glory, consented m', 
asferbne a hmnan body, and in that body i^ 
suffer the curse of sin, that justice might be" 
glorified in its punishment, and merey mag- 
nified inthe'pardonof it. Though infinite-, 
lyliappy in himself from all eternity, before' 
there was man or angel to serVe him, and, 
possessed of a glorj- to which the whol^- 
crca'tion" could make no addition, he hebtrd' 
the crj' of the creature's helpless miseiyl- 
«n(3 veiling hid Deity in human flesh, h^'' 
tiTOjcupou him the form of a servant, thut' 
hemight exalt rebel man to sit with h\ik-\ 
(m his throne. Though he was " in thU.' 
i<kOi of God, and thoaglit it not- robhcry t6' 
bfe'fequal withGod," he came in the corir^ 
dition of a poor, dcspi^ied, rejected nian,'TOj' 
redeem those who were alienated from hjiii* 
Hi their hearts, disobeclibut fo"his gOTfcrii'>v 



9m TM(»affGliriiK 

9^9t m ^mr livea^ and aver^^to.^^ p^min 
uifilS^oiHH gristce. O geoeroua Sftv^miil 
i^oepuldao cQimiiendthy i)oyie.tt)i?ards^^ii$igi 
fj^f^q undertake our. cjptii^fc vbib .irotiwfffi 
^ /lead in. trespass08 aad ^im ; wliCi^jwbf» 
^§ i^Q ^f ,humaa) nature) wasrlhii9 .de^4 
j^p jfmd hopelassr not only . ^tratch^^d; li^l 
j^ Qi^f^ifttl^hand toiknfi^^rt retlii^ b«t) ;li@fi 
f«^e;^Q(^.tiiy8df^ thaiC:\re thrattghtt|)]f pon 

£^<|f^i^]^t^re8ted lovevasithi^!; tA^ ba?<v^ 
4<pf^yf,^hQHkl H be engravi^on pu^ ^i% 
^t^;^hipQ ^*, wewar6 yet^ners O^Btj^ifid; 

i^.^^j^veir^ caiii^thonrmpditajtJip^Q^ 
tfl,^eij50w|B.whom Chii^ eauW teoeiyuwo^ 
'IhPSjW TPtuEnj.and not; dijscav^ hi$ /r^otf'-^ 
%^j^iai^ tQ^ do thee, gopjd ?l Ca«1 thi(|iiii 
^i^^ ^u^ticm the ^pef petuity : of^^ 
%fi If r, Po(^ he. not ^a)f i ; *f I h«v« tewd 
%P8 i?pikr ^ ^ everlftstfeif - love, ^ xtlkef^fme 

yffi^ a^R4lpp4<^e<|y<)U,-«i»t,^^ 

aiui Inring^fordi fitiit^ atid^'Ahkt 'yoiiil'*^^fruit 
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*i^<feo»i8iMiferr'^ " If €hriSt di#^ll^'«i W 

Bttfi^ lbr)et£iMit^. 'Tk6'>bii^ 'l^m«(d,^4^ 
yhi AOt kmsa)fii«d'/bteatJi^C%yj»fc^fe'tiPlK 

pifet, !btit! hot Kipefcii«d> bteda^e WWl'^ft* 

ftinti bbitlt oM¥ide evei^<8tdrtuV (iiid'i ^ht^Wt 
gboAtitik^h'i'l^isd^'^Mf in the'^aii^^ 
«t««faMi«istattd ]peafee: Wfe^irtib <*i»blay^ 
his free, unsolicited, unmerited love in^fiMIt 
«^fak<aribgtKe<^frotti't!hi-^d<^ df^'siii^^d 
de«tlivMlt A«^ve^ leieve i§<^r< fb^^^b'^19^8,^ 
btit^ «hb hMir of^di^^i^tito %iid ft th^d^ 
of|«dgttitetit win; »« :% >l^aV}6uV, 't(iVMlftl^ 
an^l<of^9&^icefkndittvite-ih^>^^^<9nK^t 
IheliiinKdioinA ^repftped fof'thfe^f'^oni *iJ^ 
1bwfti?Jatton of the i«mHd-.''' O^'^hii ' ia&tMr 
fortktBAeept^ iiid 'k^ttiM^'ikdtiiHiti^rii as 

n^etjfifo^^ !^ >]$e^filfed >fi«#«dtettidh'; 
<!totfted.witWhtitotolf . . JJ'J!^ 'J; '>' •'i'" - 
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MQ4 Tlielwe of Ghrisi. 

.. Look to the exercise oi this love; uxy^ 
jQsark its infinite tenderness^ its kindness 
beyond ewpression^ So tender are his pom- 
passions, that there is not one of his people 
whom h^ does not watch over with more 
than parental concern* How often does h^ 
assure them that he will not break the 
braised reed, nor quench the smoking flax % 
that he will conduct his sheep* through the 
deep waters, carry the lambs in his bosom, 
.and gently lead those that are with young 1 
that in all their afflictions he is afflicted, and 
that though earthly friends may disappoint 
And desert them, he will ever stand by them^ 
ajid own, and acknowledge them ? Who 
knows not by his own experience the ten- 
derness of his affection % Who has ever 
sought his. face in vain ? With whom has 
he ever refused to sympathize? *'He is 
not a high Priest which cannot be touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities, but in 
that he himself hath suffered, being tempted, 
he is able also to succour them that are 
tempted." Who in tracing back the deal- 
ings of his providence, can fail to call to 
mind the gentleness of his reproofs, the 
kindness of his consolations, the tenderness 
of his love? "Can a woman forget her 



OMoipasuidott on the soir ef kdr tromb^? ^M^ 
dw^iQiKyf £ourget» yet will iKotLfiu^et^tliefav^ 
OtijsGfiUfa^ementg will arise at the. recoUeef 
tifiSkiGi nfCLst miscarriages^ orthefedingief 
fj^weut anfirmities, bat hoW' dee» diidl oottU 
jiissidiuiie Saviour revive the fiuiitingiiSfw 
k^it J)y^^pevealing himsdf in the ohara^em of 
JiitjefCH^^sor, still bearing ya ' hi^ 'hanckube*^ 
fim&.lJbe throae the redeeming prices ^ Horfi 
d^^UBdae eheer the heart with;. the tho^gfat^ 
that thiet price is still available for ail who 
M)«if ,to God by him, and that he both^catl 
.and -will save them to the uttermost^ ^ Firo* 
MDOls thought! Why should it only^ fieet 
aeir^ss.lhe imagination, and not be hourly 
cherished in the mind? The loving Savii^ 
our aot only tenderly watches oyer, ^oides^ 
amd^ards his people; not only supports 
aadstrengthqus them in all thdr Borrowsv 
:toiIs, BM^ dangers, but c^ers a plea in their 
&TO|P before the supreme tribunal; and with 
the best sympathies of indissoluble friend<» 
;8ltip, «o& pleads their cause^ as to jdenlify 
ilum&elf mih Uiem^ and laake their ease his 
CGHPn*, ■■■, H'j- * .• .■■■-t • - 

.- ' Q JtkOWi A^tuier .is the love of the ^ divine 
Jesus U^And>with. what transporting, what 

s 
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invaluable hopes should it inspire his fisikh- 
fill people ! Who then would not come to 
him that he might have light, and life^ and 
peace, and hope ? Alas, all men have not 
spiritual discernment. ^ ^ The natural toan 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit Gf&&A t 
they are foolishness unto him ; neither can 
h6 know them, because they are spirituafiy 
discerned.'* Wouldst thou knpw thtoc 
things, and how they can be ? Ask the 
Father to teach thee. Repair to the fouiH 
tain of Christ's blood, to be washed from 
thy sins, and reconciled to God. Betake 
thyself to earnest prayer, and cry for - the 
enlightening and sanctifying influences of 
the Holy Spirit. Meditate on the work 
Christ has done, is doing, and will do for 
his people ; and '* then shalt thou knowj if 
thou, follow on to know the Lord. ' ' Thou 
shalt ** comprehend, with all sainte, what 
is the length) and breadth, and ddpth,' and 
height, and know the love of Christ which 
passeth knowledge. " 

But what believer can contemplate this 
tenderness in the love of Jesus, and still 
harbour diffident and desponding fears? 
'Has he hitherto given grace sufficient for 
thee, end are not his past faVors earnests 
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and pledges of others yet to come % Has 
he bitheito listened to thy complaints, and 
canst thou not hence derive assurance that, 
his ear shall be again open to thy ciy ^ " Ho, 
every one that thirsteth, come ye to the. 
waters" of life, comfort, and salvation. 
Christ is an inexhaustible fountaiu of grace 
for the relief of the weary and heavy-laden ; 
and having remembered thee in thy low 
estate, and taught thee to appreciate his, 
love, he will give thee "beauty for ashes, 
the oil of joy for mourning, and the gar- 
ment of praise for the spirit of heaviness." 
Only place, thyself under the quickening, 
beams of this Sun of Righteousness, and he 
will shine upon thee with healing in his 
wings. He still sympathizes with his peo- 
ple, as a head with the members ; and as 
the great Treasurer of heaven for their sup- 
port and nourishment, he will send down 
the Holy Ghost to comfort thy spirit, and 
sanctify thee wholly ; to fill thee with an 
increase of light, and love, and joy, till 
thou receive '' the end of thy faith, even the 
salvation of thy soul." " Be strong, then, 
in the grace tliat is in Christ Jesus." Yea, , 
" be of good courage, and he shall strength- 
en tliy heart." 
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Look to the development of Christ's ove, 
and mark its immense escpence^ its costli-- 
ness beyond conception. As far as the ob- 
jects of it were concerned, it was altogether 
gratuitous, but oh ! what expence of humi- 
liation, toil, and suffering, did it occasion 
the Saviour of the world! Behold the 
Lord of Glory, tfie Prince of life, leaving 
his throne in heaven, to be nailed to the 
accursed tree, and to taste death for sinful 
man ! Behold the eternal God, the Crea- 
tor of the world, stooping to become mortal, 
and humbling himself even to the ignominy 
of the cross for us men, and for our salva- 
tion ! Behold the Just One dying for the 
unjust, the Judge condemned by the cri- 
minals, the Fountain of light entombed in 
the darkness of the grave ! Behold him to 
whom all honour and happiness and glory 
are due, a man of sorrows and acquainted 
with grief, submitting to a succession of la- 
bours and wants, of reproaches and perse- 
cutions ! Behold him overwhelmed with 
complicated distresses ; at one time sinking 
under torturing pain of body, at another 
under anguish of soul past utterance ! Go, 
in short, to Gethsemane and Calvary, and 
having witnessed the deep sorrows, the dy- 
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ing agonies, which racked his h^imaii fifa^ne, 
and filled his spirit with sore aitaazement, 
listen to that earnest appeal, ' that hearts 
rending complaint — " My God, iny God, 
why hast thou forsak^i meV* Snich was 
the amazing price of man's redemption ! 
Such the costly love displayed by fai]|»» who 
left the bosom, of his Father to li¥e ttnd die 
amidst the contradiction of sinners I 

And who can survey this exhibition of 
grace, and not see the evU naiture of sin, 
which could require such a siacrifice 1 It 
was sin that had changed the once glorious 
angels of light into ministers of darkness, 
and driven them for ever from the presence 
of God into the abyss of helL It was sin 
which stripped man of his iultioeence, de- 
spoiled him of the divine favor and image, 
and turned him out of paradise. It was sin 
which overspread the old world with a flood 
of waters, and buried in a ruinous heap the 
cities of the plain in the new. And it is sin 
which is the fruitful source of all the misery 
and woe which now fill the earth. But 
how faintly do these effects of sin shadow 
forth its dire malignity, when compared 
.with that, ddiige of divine wrath which 
vpv.erw)ialme4 w^sonrows* tbo Sena of God,, 

82 
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filled his soul with agony and darkness, and 
brought him to the ignominious and ac- 
cursed death of the cross. Tremendous as 
may have <been other expressions of God's 
hatred of sin^ never was its deformity so 
forcibly displayed as when infinite justice 
issued that awful mandate, *' Awake, O 
Bword, against my Shepherd, and against 
the man that is my fellow ^ saith the Lord 
of Hosts.'* And shall heaven be veiled in 
darkness, the rocks be rent, and the earth 
tremble, as if in sympathy with the suffer- 
ing Lord of nature, and man still indulge 
in that abominable thing which God hateth, 
and for which Christ died ? O ruinous fol- 
ly, to make a mock of that which nothing 
but the Redeemer's blood could expiate! 
O fearful thing, to fall, under such guilty 
into the hands of the living God ! 

Survey Christ's love in another point of 
view, and from its glorious eff^ects msLvkits 
boundless beneficence. It was not to be 
imagined that the great and eternal Jeho- 
vah would empty himself of his majesty, 
and take upon him man's meanness for a 
trivial purpose, or that an infinite price 
would be paid for an inconsiderable ptir- 
ehasei> And who can form a^y adeqfuate 
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conception of the benefits that flow from 
Christ's dying love? Who can compre- 
hend what it is to be delivered from the 
wrath to come ? from the malice of Satan, , 
the prison of hell, the bitter prins of eternal 
death ^ Who can understand what it is to 
enter into the full and everlasting fruition 
of the divine presence, and to partake of 
those rivers of pleasure which are at God's 
right hand for evermore li If the penitent 
wul be filled with blessedness when . God 
speaks peace^-if when he says to the be-** 
lieving sinner, "I have blotted out thy 
transgressions as a cloud, and thy sins and 
iniquities I will remember no more," there 
be a joy unspeakable and full of glory,: how 
great shall be his felicity when put in pos-^ 
session of full salvation, and privileged ac-r 
tually to inherit that kingdom which is 
*' incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away !" To have the pardon of sin, 
present holiness, and peace of conscience,' 
together with the divine favor engaged for 
our protection, and the promises, of divine 
grace for our consolation and guidance, isi 
a blessing of no ordinary magnitude--rbut 
the inestimable riches, the endless jays, thcs 
eternal houors, which Christ wiU bestow^a^ 
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the fruit of his love, in the great day of the 
manifestation of the sons of God, what in- 
conceivable bounty, what splendid benefi- 
cence is this ! Happy they who now hear 
his voice : they shall then see him as he is, 
and be for ever satisfied with his likeness. 
*'The Lamb which is in the midst of the 
throne shall feed them, and shall lead them 
to living fountains of waters, and God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes." 

If to them that beUeve Christ is precious, 
what must be the Christian's feelings in re. 
viewing his boundless love a^d grace, and 
pondering over hi$ infinite excellencies, his 
endearing relations to himself? Surely a 
sense of such love shed abroad in the heart 
by the Holy Ghost, like the live coal from 
the altar of the sanctuary, which touched 
the lips of Isaiah and fired his heart with 
sacred zeal, will kindle in the breast a fiame 
of pure affection, and c(mstrain him to live 
to that Saviour who died for him and rose 
again. O how wonderful does it appear in 
thine eyes. Christian, that Jesus, the Son 
of God, should ever have so loved thee, as 
to give himself for thee! that he should have 
naiseid'iih0eivom tfae^deathi of sin to newness 

have MUt h^ good Spirit in*' 
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to thy heart to shed abroad there th^ com- 
foi-ts of his pardoning mercy, and to fill thee 
with all joy and peace in believing ! One. 
realizing view of such grace, while jt in- 
spires hope and melts to deeper repentsmce, 
cannot fail to constrain to love. Thou wilt- 
delight to contemplate thy personal obliga- 
tions to so spacious a Saviour, and hadstt 
thou a thousand lives, gladly wouldst thou 
dedicate them all to his service, and lay. 
them down for his honour. O wait Upon, 
him to keep the sacred flame burning in thy, 
breast. . Pray for yet larger manifestations 
of his love to thy soul, and let uothing Qon-i 
tent thee but that Christ be fully formed in 
thy heart the hope of glory. This is the 
hope that will give thee the victory over 
the world, the flesh, and the devil ; that 
will wing and inspirit thee in duty ; that 
will lead thee to promote thy Master s in- 
terests, and live to his gloiy ; that will con- 
strain thee to universal obedience, and all 
good works. O then open thine heart to 
receive this divine guest, and entertain him 
with suitable affections. No cords will 
hind thee to his service like those of love : 
No principle persuade thee to hate and re- 
sist whatever is displeasing to him, and to 
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part with every thing that comes in com- 
petition with him, like the loving-kindness 
of the Lord . ' ' May then the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ grant thee, according to 
the riches of his glory, to be strengthened 
with might by his Spirit in the inner man ; 
that Christ may dwell in thy heart by faith ; 
that thou, being rooted and grounded in 
love, mayest be able to comprehend with 
all saints what is the breadth, and length, 
and depth, and height ; and to know the 
love of Christ which passeth knowledge, 
that thou mayest be filled with all the ful* 
nessof God/' 
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THE COMFORTER. 



John xiv. 26. 
The Covnfarter^ which is the Holy Ghost* 

There is a grandeur and grace in the scheme 
of man's redemption that must fill the en- 
lightened mind with adoring wonder and 
lively praise. The several persons in the 
holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity are re- 
presented in Scripture as concurring in the 
great design, and, by their joint agency, 
producing the grand result. The Father fe 
revealed as devising, in th6 depths of his 
wisdom and knowledge, the amazing plan 
through the obedience and sufferings of the 
incarnate Saviour; the Son as executing it, 
in infinite condescension, by submitting to 
a series of humiliation and woe terminated 
by ithe ignominious death of the cross ; the 
Hotyv Ghost as applying, in * mysterious 
agency, the Father'^ act of gjrace, and the 



'SfolhfA^I^irrchasej < Though divme;iii nkuw^ 
Ikbd' nhadivifi^le 4i]^ ^^essenoe^ ^ fheae t several 
^^i^rdbud ^am y^t repi^sented^asi sustaim^ 
rdistiiK^t add appropriate offices m thersthent 
^of iiietey^ nor can • the » fallen >sqns bf /'infliL 
hftv^' access to the leather but through! t|ie 
Sbh; and by the Sptrit. In hisr farewell ajoH- 
ifr^diK^s to his ^uraing: disciples ^ thevoem^ 
•flassiiiMiate Saviour frequently direoted* their 
<litltetibu to the office of the ^ Hoiy &jpmf, 
^und^r the character of the Comforter ^ aid 
^dvltlg dedcribed himself as aboutJtoe^eniA 
^ayvfOr<thdir acc^)iance with thse Fat^^ 
(l^yhte' meritorious death and preTailings i» 
Htfercessionv he led them to (expeoti theiigijCb- 
(dotis^opei'ations* of the Spirit in^^nfd^Ilg 
^HoWiii imparting^ and rendering eSeotuU 
U}ie gl^at |nropitiation. » With whatf aooi (spjtr 
"fill i<^0itance then is the contemplatiocbdf 
Ito solemn a subject invested ! O how licieiil- 
>ftil-ttf expierifence the enlightening^ > puin^ 
"ihgi feonisbling ageiKjy of ^^ the GomfoitaB^ 
irtiichfistheHoly GhoistT' i ^ -or/iil 

?' to rtviewing Che instructive words of itlke 
Uriless(^d ' Jedus, it is observable that a leaA- 
^ngoffilcefof the Holy t Comforter isioiif^ 
^ovS 'tJ^ ^&tld of sim, and uf riffhteou9n0m^ 
mid' ' of ysvdgvMnti * ^^ Nev^rthelesb -. Li AcU 
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you the truth ; it is expedient for you that I go 
away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will 
not come unto you ; but if I depart, I will 
«end him unto you. And when he is come, 
he will reprove the world of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of judgment : Of sin, 
because they believe not on me ; of righte- 
ousness, because I go to my Father, and ye 
see me no more ; of judgment, because the 
prince of this world is judged." To open 
the blind eyes, and correct the distemper of 
the heart, is the peculiar province of the 
Spirit of God. By his secret energy he 
awakens attention, and alarms the soul with 
apprehensions of danger. Under his sacred 
influence, conscience, when truly roused 
from its lethargy, remonstrates not only 
against particular sins, but against that evil 
heart of unbelief which forms the strong- 
hold of Satan, and excludes the Saviour 
from his rightful throne. Whispering, at 
such seasons, ' this course of folly and irre- 
ligion will not do ; this carelessness and in- 
difference in the concerns of the never-dying 
soul, this thoughtless neglect of Christ and 
his great salvation will not end well,' it 
writes bitter things against the sinner, and 
makes him to possess the iniquities of his 

T 



iHeaS; of saperi6r frorth aild fexc'^n^:^)^ 
DO llonger me sfeve of proud' and'-^rflM 
prejif^ices, the 90iA which is titiBei-' 'fflt 
t^hrngtrf" the Holy Ghost flow h^i^Ufa 
acquaj'nted with the feal stafce'of 'it^'fifJlim 
nature; arid impressed >Sth a.-'dorisc'itf&i 
pess of lis misery and fuiri, begins tO' ^i^t 
t(ie| meajis of redeinption from the gwilt 3iii 
fe9iMiage of corruption. "Thus prepii^tjd'w 
a^ense Of 'sin for understaodirig its ^if»tm 
a. Saviour, and the value 6( his ri^teo"^ 
ijes's, the heaven-taught soul welcomes toc 
r^velaiipl|i of the gospel, and gladly reciif^jfe 
*''ih^ record , %hich God hath given' of '^ 
Son.'" Henceforth confiding in Jesus 'a^W 
(^d made to his people wisdom, and rigltt^- 
ousness, and sanctifieatiori, and redemption, 
Jt jjnds the Spirit carrying oil his'titfiil^ 
Operations in the heart, and' wiih Aii^Wl^ 
eaergy destroyingthe VingBoDri 6ff thepriifce 
of this world, and bringing every thou^ 
into captivity to the obedience of Chirist."','' 
, "And is not this theprtfvince of a 'CAitf^ 
forfer, to arrest the heedless 'siniifer* ftl 'fift 
ruinous career, and 6'peil'''the' eyes df'Hfe 
iniffd'toseehis danger^b^ atiJ,'Wn'd"fi?a' 3'?- 
IiTerance through Chri^^'^^ypHivny*% 



nja.,9,ijie,^ret9heaTboadage to , tliQ world', 
UfPi^^h, an^ ^e devil, aqd hif now h'sfppy 
Rescue, p-qm evejy enemy; that wars^gainst 
ui^,§oi4 ^ .^6 ijt so, thatbeayiness en4ure|i 
for;gt,mgli^ under the reprotrfs of tliis cda- 
desfieniiiiig.Friend^how soon does he re- 
y^l thp ^eat God as spilling upon the fe- 
ti)pimg sinner in the Son of his love, ai^ 
^^(tuping him into hi$ glorious kingdoii^ 
flf rigJitSiouBneas,. peace, .and joy m the 
i^C>W,Ghost.' How soon does he scatter fii'e 
dfy-k!ttess that had overspread the middi. 
^i^liiig the bn^en-hearted, giving deliveir- 
jroce .to the captives, restoring sight to ^h4 
|[4i|fd, and setting at.liberty theu^, that are 
bfnia^d* I , 

.., Pnt if the Spirit wounds only that he may 
]^^l,.,and ejfcites a previous mourjiilg Oiily 
'zSfA neces8g.ry step to the fuhiesa of fus con- 
^^l9.tions, what enemies to theiv own sooils 
aep thos^ unliappy characters who reject 
his .wai^nings, and stlHe his convictionii ! 
S^y> aipner, has not a beam of hght aopae- 
l^^es penetrated so forcibly into tliy dark 

f' itj^that conscience has addressed thee in 
afjXie. of an all-sfeeing God, pointing to 
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of thy eYh:wjtys%([Ai,OMih(^'f^ 
h9»^iVfhiBpffred with ft^slill iiilaD^toi^ii^'b^g- 
gijlgiAddntbeatitig' tbee ti^nibdtfeihiifi^lri 
ihyilfaoiig4ide$s ooupse ; at atiotheH'^ A^^^it 
Spbit^ofc^mivjctkni c^nd fea^f He ha^fost^AI^ 
e^ f ^lartmhg^ hnpressiobs on thy ininc^t ddn)^ 
aa^TUtWa)roit:e of tkufader ]|i)roii^mice([t'^ 
ikwiol doom, i And'wik thob ktift iti|f^^rtt 
deKfiear to: his calls ai^ n^omstraftc^tf^ 
^illtco^trivQ delttsive arts W^ palliat^^ Hd)^- 
gttik^rand obliterate the* tesHSt^ Of ^hgei^ 
iitill&yAo business a/nd to pleasure to4^iV^6 
tht3&iftiind^ and teliev^ it from theumw%)cbdli@ 
iQttwler ]< * O fearftil aggravation of 4^ 
sinpte reskt theSpiiit of grace^ love( and 
niency^! , and when God says^ >^ Turn (5Jk>rfiyi 
reprobfev'" viituaHytd reply ; t Tliou wiild'*^ 
estimm me)» but I >#iU not hh iJAmfd>\^ 
How. criminal thus to vex the Holy S^iitt^B 
^^faiita sniall tiling to^ ^eary tiidn, -WatiliiSlilt) 
than: "weary God also f O retb^diber^ tl»^ 
ei/eD^joon^tion which is suppress^ ^teiid^ 
to inofden <the hearl^i and iteoder it more^^i 
sienaiblai to^v subsequent visitation^ C^Jt^ 
tb^to ef^e these sadped «|ipi*edsim)sitl^gid 
t^diSmhtiqn of lifemnd'heato^^ ^)l()fV6 audi 
p<i^yriir, 0ddilicfaaw)(f^^ tiisib ^rjeevexioiandq 



<) Hajppi^v the iQitn,ihowe(V»r4 ia^^dij^/lieisilt 

nww^wiioi yields io^ hia leomnolknDSy and eh^ 
risHes^^every «drioiis tkM^it aid bofy^ ipvnr^ 
pd^e) 7%au Jia^ leaorded idNdi/w^hisretmi) 
lhQj${>irHof God is, heimll ooaViiiot^of 
]^« i viiiiid itt$Ued ef: resisting 1 hie r mstitm^ 
B^a \m i^re am enemy tOr thy) peaoev tUti# 
haileatiihan aa: the haribinger^^ bfiditfihiei 
xmmsyu^ 'Thoa haal chosen !tha^ idseiaiiit 
g90d pajct^ nor shall it be itakto awiy ifiropii^ 
t^ie ;i<for >^ thus i^aith the>Uigb and Loftyi 
(Dine who; inhal)iteth etemityv^ whose aame 
j^ihoiy ; I dwell in. the hi^ and hoiy pdaos^t 
wbSiihim.also who is i)£ a contrite and hunpE^Kf 
hHrn^tki, to revive the spiritbf jdie h(Q]nbIev> 
aandif to^evivQ tlia heart of tkeieOntdte ones;]'] 
Q ifidi down and adore Buekttoiidesceitdidl^ 
@raoe, and let it call fortk (renewed) /exeiri) 
cises of that^^ godly soratoWywhichiwDrbetfa) 
repentance unt)o saltation tnot toibexepciit^^ 
ed^of.V Now thou niaye8t:8ewrvw)itbaif8v^ 
but thousbalt quickly i reap! inijoijl^v^ i>rNovi't 
thou mayest ^oiifort&t^ndi wieepi/ihttBtiin^i 
{irecioii^iaeecUi iHd^ idodbtksfiiiifthimc'sfaad^ 

t2 



^ iftby '*^ri tfejdiein^, briti^Ag thy ^heiVei 
Witlr*h!<^fer^* Otily fik thine ey^S'ott JisUs 
fthe^SdWof God, IS the grand m^itfm of all 
^hylifitercorirse ■ with hi^veii, atid ^the * sofe 

growitf ofthy expectations of etematHife, 
itfwl thou canst not be disAppoiiited' of 'thy 
<?ic)|[>e: ' He is an all-prevailing Advbfeatfe, 
^**^abrte to savi to the uttermostall thict"cel^ 
iibto'God by him ;'' and while hf fe intd> 
^fetedinj^in heaven, and pleading the mfertt^f 
4iiS Mood, the Spirit, the fnlit of *is tttkfi^- 
Hionklid death, vrill inspire thee^^itl^^^h 
-^rht^t and holy longing of sod in thy^- 

.J^rtjaches to the throne 6f grace, thoti]^ lit 
%Ay ^ flAd expression only in " gtibatiiftgs 
^hfch fckntiot b6 nttered." Let lio discbii- 
^I'agteient then divert thee from lobkitfg 

*irt6 rfesus, and imploring the grace of 'fcis 

Sfeiiit: His kinS invitation is tinlittiited'in 
'ife extent, nor will he be insehsibfetoihe 

fAj^rttrhate addresses of the needy ; fcir'if 
"^Ltay^^mkn' lack wisdom, he has only to Ask! of 
t Gbdi^ho giveth to all men Iiber4lty,'a6d 
'^^^btiiideth not, and it shall be givefl biin. 
^ Afad^ob! wlten the Spirit of God puts forth 

life tfilghiy energy, no depravity of hattiVe, 
^^0 all*rtert|ents of the woi3d;)ttO'-sediictityris 
'^bf Satato, aoi cfcfedk thy process iii ift^fe^'di- 



^str^ngth^ostr^gth, ap^jfrpo? ,y|t;^ffy'^ 
yjqtqry, for tjjy ',',sii|Sciency iap^.G^wi-'irn 

j^^dgpjcflt, i^ qot the Oflly office agsigued to 
)t(ip Sfurit uad^rthe phM^tei- of a Cpwfor- 
.^^•.|l Jtlcjisalsp repreeented as theiQio/i- 
^fi^,C{f,Jesfis, " He, shall glorify me ; fo^- 
J^,^ st^U receive pfmiaQ, and slmll ^bevY it 
,j^fltfty,pu." ,"Bptwh^ the Comfpiter is 
Mtn^, whoflj I will semi i^nto you from the 
jffi^j^ftyeQ the Spirit of tr«^h, ■\yh,i'Fti,.pra- 
^*;^det4i froin.thje Fatl)er» h? ^balitpsti/y^jpf 
.fl^.,'' .NosQpner h4?,theHply,G(ipsfjl^fle 
,^^<^tipony to the i:igbteou8ne3s. qf pjifi^^'s 
^xfji^fficter, and thp yal.ue of his ,§aK(»,(i^, 
,.fI^^H,hp prpceeds in his gr^at updert^j^^g ; 
,,)^^ by, displaying tl^e excellency, qf|thf, (jj- 
,iVJuqie IVifdiatpr, the perfec,tiou qfhjs .^'tg^- 
, , pj^jQt^s, the virtue of ]i}s, saqri^jje, ,t,lie^- 
l,y^Ieucy,of his intercession, the , ;3^qi(Pfl(iy 
, fffi Jiis. grace, the ext^t ,<^ hi^ Ipyi^t, ^A'the 
,jpuj^l?l^ess of hja whol^,^aiy^tjpn,,gl9;[;i9ies 

.,WS''*=*^Pp''X^^'''Wth9eye?.0f/hi?,P(?QPil(e. 
-, Apceiyi9g,ajidj glpRyiflg ixf. ,^^,^.(;f;affM ^^- 



iipmi^j^ he ik abased in his oini sight, Gk/sklt' 
istiCAailed in hk afTections,- asul rendcfip^: 
]^;;eigiou9 to his heart. And oh, how ^lQii4^ 
qi^ does the Saviour n(m appear in hi$ ey^ ) ^ 
^l^^t high and honourable thoughts d^f^- 
K^ct entertain of his perd(Hi, his lover- hi$^ 
pO^er, his merits! And with what satistt. 
^^^on does he reflect^ that the work of )m 
ss^liiifation is committed to one so abl^ aii^ 
willing to accomplish every object of hisidjir 
iRfffi mission ! Is it not then the offic0-of ^ 
Q^iPffforter indeed, thus to take of the things 
oj|^.vj^hrist and shew them to the-heart^^ 
l^tttit blessing short of heaven itself is to be . 
coimpared with the actual experience of his 
effi^cy to deliver from all eviU and t(^ save 
tOfthe uttermost I Truly such manifestft* 
tJQps of the Saviour's glory, in its len^th^ 
tufA breadth, and deptiii, and height^ dLn^ 
no^|]|ut impart to the soul a joy and' tnans^. 
port unspeakable, and full of refreshment 
aQ4tsatisfaction. , f . :^ 

(^ho can meditate upon this office of the ^ 
S^^t, 4nd not congratulate the man whobe^ 
eiyi!p.Mid> heart have beira opefledy by hisr. 
b$#^ aj^&eyi to t«rte atidsee hoNr 'gRaoHi 
«|y^.|)i»» Iiord is I Whibtthe^fltnlMSlof 
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tliiligs* 4e^^ dlftcMW^d' i^ tliy ' ' a^tt^e^ 

ei««i«ti^dithy YWiWs ^'6rd t(ii^h^eei^dai^>fibl*^> 
fe^Ob^^ttd ^ liWa)matt^Qioi<tafl«ttfU^^<«fl 
his revealed will ! What neit-JamilsiA^lrli^fi 
in^ tftodgtltsr of ihyto^ 6hiliket«iS'^ittMtiM) , 

iuwUdj^sierdAOf^irH ^tjkd^io^^he Jat^I^¥Ei4^a^» 



9m wy^i^knyhtm. 

11^^04 ofsalvation^ aiid i(n)i^ialJap|)^obb4 
^Bt \oi ^ Hhe; record wjiich God! his gi Wnxrf 
^laSoal" How clear did allsfictm^-iiythe 
light Qf the diyine Spirit, ibowneal, hoiir iii!^ 
t^esting, how affecthig ! H^py believenl 
li^hateYer be thy earthly conditioii^ < tdngir 
I^i4 nobles, who kii^waot GbdvfHiaiy wbH 
emy.'^y lot. Ere long thou dtaltsee greait^ 
ti^Qg$>tiiafi these. < There i« a heuMen ajshdvi^ 
eplight09ed hy the glory of God aiiiiof'thi^ 
Iif^mb^ and c^ ! how ^orious ' will ^be' »tiib 
4i»Q0'irerieai of the divine natvreimtbeibMglJI 
^«94m»etf Hfe and peat^eJ kow^ ^enlarged idfiip 
iihBiw^ of the works and ways 4>f God! ^IStif 
Df-esient Ught is but the dawn <^f an iHiia^^ 
tfjl>4ay; yet a Htde$ whilei^^ atid thstitfhh^ 
»^1I ,hu«st upon thy astonished sight .mih 
f,]^ its. , meridiaa ^tender, ^ wben^^hoiDmhsik 
i^e^ as thou art seen, and know anithov art 
k^qwn,. -, :, . .i;.ii.:i\>Or^ih 

4 ^Valuable as is the ofiicefcifi tba £Soiii£artor 
l^the Glcurilier of Jesus, this is not the iex^ 
^pp{|:0f his grace; he is farther descad^[>ed(ab 
^p aii^ff frisTid (jf the pe^lBj^f6hpd4 
l^ijEtehtag and guiding themi^ into iailltrstli; 
^^^JiWiH ppay the Fatheu," said Jesii8i^>tia«& 
^ sh^H give you anotkmr C^nafi^rter^ thtfft ftcf 
i^y ' abides with you Ibr e?arv^0T)»4heS^iW 



toutk/ro ^MfUiaiiiLftoiitolaitory>i<^ ! t(^>hta.'^ 
adiaU-auffifiyiit €6I]liajrte^,u4n iiiik)(ibl^ 
tmolieil, /ftfii ever |ire^i^]itt ProtecJtM' ^a^ 
Gtowtet!)d WeHitnay thei coiiviction 6f tlfti 

tJelvesk tanc;]! nMmate tl^/isoul jn €V^' ^M 
of tfiritb,' ■' and*uBder every agpecfe bf ProVi'-^ 
deneeu M'Hfis»bngea.nd'(lapaeioti8 iliiiid eoifi-^ 
piiehenids^veiry particular tedee. Mi^ ^6d^ 
ditoceridin^ love and care embrace ev€¥y%i 
dividual interest. iUnlike the giftsof G^&k 
9^itiSf&ihomAiM providence, ihh tli4itt^ 
gtie&t i^ ah 4aterafil treasure, dwelKilg in th<i 
oinjeirtsi of >4i]B' grace, iand everiaBtingl^ 
abldiii^i in! 4hem for 'thdir^ Increase in - hm^ 
iie8fir,diid mi thi» knowledge of our L<^d feihid 
Savliour^jteus Christ. There Way in^yd 
ik&t seasons when his operatioiid'^e^ 1@§^ 
discernible ; but his gracious prescfnfcfef ^5« 
aeeurisd td tkd children of God, in' '#h Whe 
eotttinually f reskles to preserve* < and - bAAiiiifS 
tfao&&<|nH»dples <»f hfe which iie 'oril^^hit 
llaa^Ated i«i theii^ he^-ts. ^ Thalt^^^^^trttetidtt 
fftmrthi^Hlloly Qneirihat dchHipetftittife^ 
tiM^.grfkoedf 'Ged .poiiUied ^obt>:«i^idi^trlie 
Cliris(ian&^ isiis^iiesmbed ias^ > so> ^l^itifi^ ^ 
tti^lttiDffJaa JbDdliejin 'diefli>mitiw«li>liif(%ii^ 
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ifH-u^mg up into evf^Iasiing^Jife/' ^And k 
he«ilitaiCoj»£ortar, who by^ fais cefttiiuial 
{Mresence boih preserves . the jsoul in lif^,^i^ 
90 refreshes; ajui cheer& the heart,? a^^a^if* 
fiise gladness and joy oyer ttha . whoiei wan ? 
wfaoidispeb.the douM;s and fears < thfit ^* 
tate the anxious mind, ^nd guides the waAr 
deriQg feet into the way of truth '? ^whonffi- 
plies the o^erits of Xhe one great sacri^eito 
the disti^ssed conscience, and praya with 
and in the subjects of bis grace, beariog 
witness with their spirit, that they are, the 
childr^i of God"^ This is. to admiaister 
effectual consolation indeed. This i^ ta «t- 
ercise an office, which no creature in heaven 
or eartlt is competent to discharge. This is 
to act the part of a true, a constant, an 
abiding friend ; and such is *' the. Comfor- 
ter, which is the Holy Ghost." Who then 
would not seek to become *' a habitation of 
God through the Spirit'?" Lord, let my 
soul be the abode of thy presence. Dwell 
in me, and walk in me, and so train me up 
in thy fear and favor, that I may be meet 
for that heavenly kingdom where peace and 
love, purity and joy, reign universal and 
without end. 
What Christian can reflect on his exalted 



Id^e^Soty^ho^/' tis h]» mustaijt tjiihalaM 
iWM aibd'giiide^ without fee)ii% bbobligaif 
tkks'Aot td grieve him 1 Thinks <]thrifetiacM^ 
&tf# he has magnified the richer of hid gracia 
Kjlm^ds thee. He found thee dead|iiii4;i«iav 
pft^es'iiliid dlt»B, and 1^ q«iiokeinedtfthi£u9 
tliidv^d h^ gave thee sight ^^^ea^' aiidihb 
tr&^to^edihyears; bound and in prisidn^aii^ 
il^ loosed thy bands and set thee&eeit Im 
l^^'^nd he braugM thee nig^hto Godii Abe 
1lilk)de of the strong' man< armed, andi^hs 
mkde thee a temple for himself to dweUai:^ 
•ftfiseiy^ is» tHy due, the just reward; of tby 
il(^<>kefl forgetf ulness of him ii^ whom> thou 
Itfe^t, and movest, and hastjthy being; hurt 
«frtth how many comforts has he; not refresh^ 
^^thy ioul! How oft^iL has he disp^Ueid 
4h4^cIoiicl which shed a gloomt around ^heeJ 
^ut^iAg the^ in thy doubts^ supportingithee 
"tfl thy troubles, assisting theis iil ihy ;d^cdt 
Mies ! ' With what various opporlunid^ > (of 
c$|>iritual improvement has he^enriched .the^ 
Uu' his pJroriden^es, in hi& ordinane^, . itt ^ 
\h\n dispensations! Qimeditateiooithyld^ 
Jftfgrkitode, andgrievonptJthy 4»^inf guest 
by neglecting his admonitions. , ^ He^eicfiecte 
ll^e to cherish hi» sjuggestjemi >to (Ttiij^ose 
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confidence in his guidance, to prize his aid^ 
and illumination, or he will make thee feel 
what an eyil and bitter thing it is to pro- 
yoke him to withdraw his enlivening pre- 
sence, fie watchful, then, be prayerfiil; 
and as he delights in a broken and contrite 
heart, be clothed with humility. Yea, yield 
thyself to his sacred influences, that thou 
mayest receive a yet more abundant unc- 
tion from the Holy One, in the means of his 
appointment ; and that strengthened by his 
might, and invigorated by his comforts, 
thou mayest cheerfully engage in mortify- 
ing every evil passion, cultivating every 
Christian grace, and doing the will of him 
who has called thee to his kingdom and 
glory. 

But it may be that thou hast already griev- 
ed the Holy Comforter. Ah ! how comfortless 
is thy condition. Where is the blessedness 
thou spakest of? Deserted by thy only ef- 
fectual Guide and support, thou art left to 
lament thy folly in hearkening to the soli- 
citations of an evil heart of unbelief, And 
dost thou indeed mourn at the recollection 
of ^hy ungrateful carriage'? Cherish the 
holy feeling. It is the voice of the Spirit in- 
viviti^g thee to repentance. Though dark^ 
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nesd and sorrow encompass thee, behold, a 
ray of light beams uppn thy soul. ^ Lay 
open thy mind to its enlivening influence. 
Think of the rich mercies of thy God ; how 
freely he has loved thee ! how dearly he 
has redeemed thee ! Dwell on the humbling 
thought, till thy heart be melted within 
thee, and thou acknowledge, with contri- 
tion of spirit, thy wretchedness and guilt. 
" He will hear the poor when he crieth, the 
needy also, and him that hath no helper." 
But as **Zion is redeemed by judgment," 
it may be that the Lord will correct thee for 
thy unfaithfulness. Faint not under his 
chastening hand, but say, ** It is the Lord, 
let him do what seemeth him good." If 
thou bear his indignation because thou hast 
sinned against him, doubt not but that he 
will again lift up the light of his countenance 
upon thee, and rejoice over thee to do thee 
good. O then lift up thine eyes to the 
great Peace-Maker, and while thou plead- 
est his merits, pray that the Spirit of light 
and life may again breathe upon thy soul, 
and re-animate all its faculties and powers 
for the purposes of the divine glory. Thus 
wait on the Lord, and he shall bring it to 
pass. **The Comforter, which is the Holy 
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Ghost, whom the Father will send in 
Christ's name," shall again strengthen thy 
heart, bring thee into the glorious liberty 
of the children of God, and enable thee to 
taste, and handle, and enjoy the Word of 
life. 
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RE^LEetlO!^ 

: Jf THE NEW BtM*B« : 



John iti. T. 
Ye must he horn agmir. 

How contrary to the maxims arid concep- 
tions of the world is this declaration of the 
Son of God ! The flattering pencil of man 
too often pourtrays the state of human na- 
ture as innocent, upright, and inoffensive. 
There is an amiability of temper, a bene- 
volence of feeling, a warmth of affection, 
which universally challenge esteem in the 
intercourse of social life; and misled by 
these imposing qualities men mistake the 
real condition of the natural heart, and 
overlook that melancholy perversion of its 
affections which so clearly betra^ its es- 
trangement from God. ** Out of the heart 
proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, 
thefts, fake witness, blasphemies,'' is the 
fordble testimony of him who knew what 
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was iamiui } s^nd konrever this depraved 
tendency of nature ma;^'i be > modified and 
counteracted l^ sweetnete of dii^o&iition, 
generosity ^f charMteri ind the^'infliiience 
of education, thegreat deep of 'corruption 
iJtselfsdU retains all its mdli^nant qualities, 
and discoTers its alieimticm from the F6un- 
tain of life in itst fixed avefeida to close and 
intimate communion with hinl« That tnan 
therefore may be restored to ^h^ 'allegiance, 
and to friendly and delightlul intercourse 
•with his Makw, the source of -action must 
be purified ; he " niust be bom again/* 

Such a solenm and author itatire asseve- 
ration from the lips of eternal Truth may 
well lead to serious thoughts as to the na-- 
<wr^ of reganeration. What is it to be beni 
again % » Is it the adoption of a^iew ci-eed % 
or the reformation of the outward conduct I 
or a round of religious duties % Is it a ray 
of conviciive light piercing the conscience ? 
or a succession of hopes and fe^rs? or a 
powerful impulse of feeling i Ala^i a man 
may be the subject not only of one of these 
varieties of mechanical and* jnentaJ fluctua- 
tions, but of all together, add 6till continue 
in a state of nature, still remain at enmity 
with God. To b£ born again is not merely 
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to entertam correct views of Christian doo" 
trine^ or toabound in external morality and 
<ieyotioxLaI formalities,* but to have the in** 
.ward principle of action changed by con- 
vCTting grace ; not merely to possess seri-^ 
ous thoughts, or feel deep convictions and 
lively impressions, but to have the inbred 
disorders of tlie heart rectified by the migh- 
cty power of Grod. It is to be " quickened 
from a death in trespasses and sins ;" to be 
"- created in Christ Jesus unto good works ;'* 
lobe " transformed by the renewing of the 
mind;!' to be **' converted, and become as 
little children ;" to be *' made partakers of 
a divine nature ;" to ** put off the old man 
which is ^corrupt according to the deceitful 
lusts, and to put on the new man, which 
after God is created in righteoasness and 
true holiness ;" in one comprehensive sen- 
tence, it is to have ** the eyes opened, and 
to be turned from darkness to light, and 
from the power of Satan unto God." Light 
is first darted into the mind, ajnd the eyes 
of the understanding opened in the percep- 
tion of the holiness of God, of the extensive 
requirements of his law, and of thei terroris 
of its sanctions ; and of consequent guilt, 
misery, and danger. By the' same divine 
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iflflueQce^ th^ wjU and ^ectiQiis also ar^ 
inclined to choose and embrace whi^t.wa$ be* 
fore, dista^t^fttt)' a^d to reject 4^^ ajb^bdr 
what was be/ord the deKght of th($ .sqi|}, ^ 
that the man begins to li'^e a hot^ 4n4> di-^ 
vine life. As. light increitses,,> . discovery 
is n^ade dot only of his disease, but of ;hi^ 
reinedy ; fltot oply of, the evil of si^ b^it of 
the glory of CPbxist; and being enabled ,td 
8^ the y^nity of the iBeeting pleasures of 
this life, he fjnds his mind weaned fromtbo 
gros^ a^d earthly objects of sense, and raised 
to high ^nd heavenly things. Ir the ey^r> 
pressive, language of scripture, "a new 
spirit is put within him. ' ' Not that the sjpi- 
rit undergoes any natural change, oi:, tb^^. 
thq natural passions of the soul are d^troy-t 
ed. The spirit remains the sanies' in j^^ es? 
sence and, faculties as before ; .but wl^Ue the 
distemper within is corrected and 'rect:i6ed, 
a np\¥^ and heavenly bias is given to it* 
powe^-g and propensitiies. The sak ,being 
cas^t into the fountain, th^:^treams'are b;?;a6e« 
forth .sweet and wholesome. An^aptlvci 
prilicipli^ of ^pnjiightening and sanctji^ing 
gr?tce beiftg planted ia the.^oul^^iib^e^i^.r 
cpiiv€jr?iion from sip to holipe^ and it9i^\ 
thQ \?brrd4o Chti*t, TheiCh^l^ge, iMjte»dr 
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to every faculty of the soul, and affect^ 
universally the inward dispositions of th^ 
heart. Alas ! it is indeed but partial as to 
the degree, nor is the leprosy ever wholly 
removed till the walls are taken down, but 
the change does really comprehend within 
ijts influence every power and affection of 
the inward man ; and the holy tendencies 
and habits, fostered by a mighty energy,, 
wax stronger and stronger, like the housQ 
of David, and the sinful tendencies and ba^* 
bits weaker and weaker, like the house of 
Saul, till the time appointed of the Fathei: 
for their total extirpation and det^truction^ 

Mark the unparalleled excellcQce of the 
l*eligion of Jesus. How ennobling in ita 
e^rations ! how dignified in its claims I 
^l false pretenders, to a divide, commission 
^recommend themselves to the heart by hu-? 
mouring its passions, and indulging its ca-i 
prices, and thus leave it the same seat of sin, 
and the same habitation of Satan they found 
it ; but Jesus, with uncompromising fear-? 
lessness, assails the source of action, wher# 
the conceptions of sin are formed, and aut 
thoritatively declares, *' Ye must bq bom 
again" — '* Except a man be born again, hij 
i^onot seethe kingdom of Qod," Yes, sucb 
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is the Sublime object of the gospel — fo'make 
man ** a partaker of a divine nature," and 
to enable him to live ** the life of God." 
And how great and glorious is the effeeti 
when the life-giving Spirit quickeiis the 
soul hitherto dead in trespasses and sitts! 
Once the man was wholly averse to seridui 
and spiritual religion ; he ** did not like to 
retain God in his thouglits,^*' and his ** ckr- 
flal mind was- enmity against him." Not 
that he never engaged in religious dutiy ; 
he would honor God with the compKmeiii 
of a bended feaee^ and address fO him a few 
heartless wordsf under the Aame of a prayer ; 
but whatever he did, his affections were set 
u^on thiiigs below, and not on things aboir^i 
His heart had no preVailirig tendefidy td* 
Wards God, nOr any dielight ift spiritual 
cx^rdsei&; and hence, in every religious 
duty he perfortiied a task. He considered 
religion as a restraint, and the divine la^ 
as rigid and severe ; so that^ if he submit^ 
ted to itk outward claims, he resembled a 
nidcliine which is impelled by forc6, add 
was constrained to comply through feftr of 
trofse* The main {)ririfeiple ana enci of hiS 
life y^M self, in one form or otHef ; and h6 
liwdehis^very rellgiouiT dtldeS sftbserVieBit 
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^ this object. Put behold him now as 
^' born again." Before that great and glo- 
x'lQVis Lord God, whose jpresence he was 
formerly eag^ to escape, he henceforth bows 
down with filial I'everence, and captivated 
by his goodness and mercy, he " stirreth up 
himself to take hold of him." The very 
name of Jesus also is precious to his heart, 
and trusting in his merits and intercession 
%s the oftly ground of his hope, he gives 
him that place in his affections, to which his 
unbounded generosity in suflfering, the Just 
for the unjust, so fully entitles him. And 
as tQ the Spirit of grace, whose prerogative 
it is to work in him to will and to do, he 
confides in his sacred influences to impart 
. that " prudence which is profitable to di- 
rect," and strives in his strength to abound 
*^* in all those fruits of righteousness, which 
are by Jesus Christ to the glory and praise 
of God." " In the law of God he delights 
after the inward man;" and "serves the 
Lord with gladness, and comes before him 
with thanksgiving. ' ' Christ having become 
the life of his soul, he is rendered indepen^ 
dent both of the smiles and frowns of the 
>¥orld, and ready to part with every thing 
that comes in competition with his glory. 
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He loves the house, the ordinances^ th* 
people of Christ. He loves to hear, because 
it is the word of Jesus ; he loves to pray^ 
because it is maintaining communion with 
Jesus ; he loves to approach his table, be- 
cause it is a memorial of Jesus ; he loves his 
saints, whatever may be their complexion 
as to other things, because they bear the 
image of Jesus. The interests of Jesus are 
dear to his inmost soul, and he longs to set 
his kingdom flourish, and himself reigning in 
every heart. Hail, thou servant of the Lord ! 
'' Thy life is hid with Christ in God," and 
when he " who is thy life shall appear, then 
shalt thou also appear with him in glory." In 
the mean time be diligent to " grow in grace, 
and in the knowledge of thy Lord and Savi- 
our." See that the work wrought in thee be 
a progressive work, going on from strength 
to strength, and advancing thy soul from glo- 
ly to glory. O rest not in thy present at- 
tainments, but *' forgetting the things that 
are behind, press towards the mark for the 
prize of thy high calling of God in Christ Je- 
sus." Yea, grow up into Christ in all things 
as thy living Head ; and that thy profitting 
may appear unto all men, "shine brighter 
and brighter unto the perfect day," 
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Th^re isTJOthing mei;i are slower cjf heaft 
to be%ve; .tl^n He 4Qcirine,9f,pegeBefia^on* 
as dpsq^ib^d 4p t\\p woycjof God^^, . JBpt.con- 
«vJt %Jaffgq^e pf theofrue anjl faithful 
Witn^^p, a^d. see ^w forcibly Ijie ^pculcatea 
Us indfjy^^nsahje ^V'^cess^^ be 

l?pr;i,ftgf^in," .]Vl9st,huviilialii^.is the yiew. 
given, ijfi scripturq. of p^a^'^^tural depra- 
yity, Ifv^ry chjid of 44^ki JS r^pr,esente4 
a§ Ji^yjuqig }iis , luqidjersitand jng darkened, hjs 
will perverse, hji^ heart and ^ffectiqns alieji- 
ated ^rpm .Gpd. Now ^yeryi pas^^ge that 
describes, th^ npiisqry of his fallen state, vir- 
tually . declares his raoral incapacity, in that 
state, to be an .acceptable member of Christ's 
kingdom .of grace on earth, or of his king- 
dom of glory in heaven. If that which is 
born of the flesh be flesh ; if the children of 
^dam be begotten in the likeness of their 
degenerate forefather ; how can they be- 
come the children of God without being 
bom again after the divine image ? It is 
iiot enough that they Ijave been externally 
devoted to God by the seal of his covenant, 
for in " Christ Jesus neither circumcision 
ftvaileth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but 
a new creature." The axe must be |^id to 
the root of the tree, or the remedy will be- 

X 
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inadequate to the malignity of the disease. 
The kingdom of God must be erected in the 
heart, and a new nature formed in the soul, 
or man will for ever remain ^' dead in tres- 
passes and sins/' 

It is the dictate of common sense, that in 
order to enjoyment there must be an adap- 
tation of taste to the object to be enjoyed. 
But what, communion can there be between 
essential light and darkness ? Heaven is a 
holy place, yea, the habitation of God's ho- 
liness. Its inhabitants are holy men and 
angels, who are incessantly engaged in holy 
worship. The voice of thanksgiving, ado- 
ration, and praise, resounds from every 
tongue; and " they rest not day nor ni^t, 
saying. Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God 
Almighty.'' What then can there be in 
these pure and spiritual joys agreeable to 
the inward inclinations of an unrenewed 
man "i Would not a holy God be an object 
of terror to him, rather than of complacency 
and delight "i and would not such spiritual 
and eternal worship, as employs the glori- 
fied spirits, be a weariness and a burden 
to him "i Not only then is there a legal ob- 
jection to his admission into heaven, ground- 
ed on the inflexible justice of God, but there 
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is an impossibility in the nature of things ; 
and theref^e the great Arbiter of man's 
final destinies declares that, ^* except a- man 
be born agkin/' not only he shall not^ bnt^ 
*^ he cannot see the kingdom bfGkid/' 

Who cainf carefully review the ^ripture 
account of this subject, or im]partial'ly con«- 
template the reitsonableness of the doctrine, 
and not be impres^6d with the thioughtv 
HoMr' indispensable to salvation is' it that I 
should be bom again! How impos^bieis 
gaivaCtion without a renewlil of the heart af- 
ter the divine image ! And yet what mut^ 
titudes are there, who, with the Bible in 
their hands, and with a professed regard to 
its' all-importaM contents, presume to dis- 
credit, if not to ridicule this great truth. 
Thorigh they have? no communion with God, 
Ho delight in his ordinane^Vno^brokennes^ 
Off heai't for sin, no purifying' faith in the 
Lord Jesus, andcafi give no scriptmttl rea^ 
^n of theif hopes of heavfen^* they will inh 
dulge the pleasing delusion of safety^ be- 
cause of 6ome external decency 6f behavi- 
our, or some honourable conduct among 
men. * What have we to do,* say they, 
** with being bom again 1 our charticter^ is 
unbletnbhed) ouir dealing^ vfprig^ (Hit t^w- 
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pers amiable— what lack we yet V Ahs ! 
that vain man will be wise above what is 
written — that because he has never experi- 
enced the change, he will deny its rea%-* 
that he will boldly give the lie to the reve- 
lation of God, and yet deceive himself with 
*he cry of Peace, peace ! Oh, how great 
will be their confusion, how awful their 
doom, when Gk>d shall vindicate his truth, 
by laying judgment to the line, and righte- 
ousness to the plummet ! Saviour of sin- 
ners, awaken them irom their delusive 
dreams, and quicken them with spiritual 
life, lest they sleep the sleep of eternal 
death ! 

, That the same power which gave being 
to the mind can alone form it anew, seems 
so obvious, that there is no difficulty in 
jBxing on the Author of regeneration. Is it 
a new creation ? What but an almighty 
power can produce an effect so supernatural'^ 
Is it a resurrection ? What efforts of hu- 
man strength can quicken a soul dead in 
sin? That same Spirit, which at the 
creation of the world brooded over the rude 
chaos, and produced this orderly frame out 
•of confusion, must also exert his powerfiil 
influence on the human inind to make the 
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new creation of holiness* To tftis effect thfe 
language of scripture is direct and positive 
— " Of his own will begat he us," s4fth ^U 
James, " by the word of truth." Of thfe 
regenerate it is affirmed, that they are "borft 
of God ;" ** bom again not of comiptibte 
seed, but of incorruptible ; " * *^ not of blood , 
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of 
man, but of God." These declarations of 
Scripture are not made by the Holy Ghdst 
to supersede the use of appointed meHns^ 
but to convey the important instrtiction, 
that though a ^^ Paul may plant, and aft 
ApoUos water, it is God that giveth th^ 
increase," and that men are ** saved not by 
works of righteousness which they have 
done, but by the washing of r^enCTfttioH^ 
and the renewing of the Holy Ghost.." 

If there be a thought which call admicf^^ 
ter comfort to the awakened mind,^ it is thfe 
conviction that ^^ God worketh in us both % 
will and to do," and that ^* the things whith 
are impossible with men are possible With 
him." Who that is sincerely oe«iitpied in 
feeling after Gdd, and deeply anxiotis for 
the new creation of his soul in righteoiis^- 
ness and true holiness, but must find aft 
enlivening hope^pringing up4n his breiiSt^, 
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nt the recollection that omnipotence is at 
hand ; and that if human might and power 
be ineffectual, the energy of the Spirit of 
the Lord of hosts will yet be seen to shine 
and triumph. Inquiring soul ! let nothing 
discourage nor divert thee. Cease not to 
be earnest in thy application at the throne 
of grace, and in the diligent use of all ap- 
pointed means expect the supplies of the 
Spirit. Think how ready he is to come, 
how ready to help, when he finds the soul 
willing to receive his vital influence. ".He 
shall deliver the needy when he crieth, the 
poor also, and him that hath no helper." 
By an invisible, but efficacious agency, he 
-will enlighten, enliven, and sanctify thee. 
Jtje. will suggest serious thoughts, kindle 
good desires, instil holy principles, and 
i*aise thy affections from earth to heaven. 
He will take of the things of Christ, smd 
discover to thee the tenderness of his comr 
passion, the merit of his obedience, the pre- 
valence of his intercession, and the suitar 
bleness of \\is great salvation. O then, cul- 
tiyate a spirit of dependence on this hear 
v^nly guide ; and in cheerful expectation of 
.a; happy issue, hui;nbly and perseveringly 
jpray that.thou may est be *' washed^ sftnctit 
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fied, justified, in the name of the Lord Je* 
sus, and by the Spirit of our God/* 

And ohy yfhEt an unspeakable privilege 
is regeneration ! and how blessed the state 
of the regenerate man ! How high his ex- 
traction — how rich his inheritance — how 
glorious his prospects ! Once he was mean, 
guilty, and wretched ; but now a child of 
God, yea, an heir of God, and a joint heir 
with Christ. Under all his weaknesses he 
has paternal pity and compassion extended 
to him ; and whatever discipline his hea- 
venly Father exercises towards him, ^t is all 
administered with the gracious design of 
preparing him for his future dignity and 
glory. O Christian, contemplate the gran- 
deur of thy estate, *' the riches of the glory 
of thy inheritance," as a child of God. Not 
only is the Lord God thy sun and thy 
shield; not only will he give thee grace 
here, and withhold from thee nothing that 
is good ; but he will enrich thee with '* the 
salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eter- 
nal glory;" with the enjoyment of himself, 
and all his precious promises, world without 
end ; with the rest, the peace, the felicity, 
the security for ever of the blessed inhabi- 
:tants of lie^yen. Yes, thy inheritance is 
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incorruptible, undefiled, and unfading ; and 
neither opposition nor accident, man mit 
devil, can frustrate thy expectations, for it 
is " reserved in heaven for thee," and thou 
art kept for it, ** kept by the power of God 
through faith unto salvation.'* Ere long 
thou shalt realize all its glory, and be ad* 
vanced, both soul ^nd body, to the highest 
perfection of thy capacity. Soon will eter- 
nity burst upon thy wondering view, and 
display a scene of rapture, joy, and triumph, 
which will surpass thy brightest anticipa- 
tions. O happy Christian, great are thy 
prospects, noble is thy inheritance, who hast 
God and the creature, grace and glory, time 
and eternity ! How poor a treasure would * 
earthly kingdoms be in comparison of thy 
portion. The best worldly portion is tran- 
sitory and unsatisfying, thine is everlasting 
and all-sufficient. The crown which the 
Lord, the righteous Judge, puts upon the 
head of his people, is an incorruptible 
crown; the kingdom which he gives his 
little flock is never moved ; the pleasures 
which are at his right hand are both unut- 
terable and eternal. Canst thou but rejoiiife 
in thy prospects % Be roused then to ac- 
tion, and with eager eye and outstretched 
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hand press towards the mark^ till perfect 
holiness and perfect happiness, in God and 
with Grody become the lot of thy inheritance 
for ever and ever. 



REFLECTION XVH. 



THE CHRISTIAN'S PRIVILEGE, 



Romans vm. 1. 

There is therefore now no condemnation to 
them which are in Christ Jesus. 

CJoNDEMNATioN is a word of such awful im- 
port, that it may well arrest the attention 
of every thoughtful and considerate mind. 
In matters of civil life, the sentence of con- 
demnation on the convicted criminal ex- 
cites a solemnity of feeling in every breast, 
while the execution of it makes the stoutest 
heart to tremble, and the most intrepid 
countenance to gather blackness. But if 
human judgments be so appalling, what 
•* mourning, lamentation, and woe" awi^t 
the impenitent sinner, when "the Lord 
Jesus shall be revealed from heaven in 
flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that 
know not God, and obey not the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ !'* How dread the 
final sentence of the Judge of quick and dead, 
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when he shall pronounce that heart-rending 
award, "Depart ye cursed, into everlast- 
ing fire prepared fw the dievil and his an« 
gels !" Behold Abraham, Isaac, knd Jacob 
in the kingdom of glory — 'behold the re- 
deemed of the Lord from every country 
and every clime associated in the reahns of 
love, and peace, and joy, but " depart ye 
eursed," and take your "portion in tiie 
lake which burneth with fire and brimstone, 
which is the second death." O what dis- 
traction and horror will fill the soul, while 
the sinner in vain calls for rocks and moun- 
tains to hide his guilty head ! , 

Contrast with this harrowing thought the 
cheering assurance, that ^^ there is now no 
condemnation to them which are in .Ghrist 
Jesus/' How consolatory to a truly 
awakened soul, who, under the teaching 
of the Spirit of God, has been convinced of 
sin, to behold the gi*acious provision made 
for his acceptance in the character and of- 
fices of the Saviour ; to find that he may 
jiow " enter into the holiest by the blood of 
Jesus,'' and that "having such a high 
Priest over the house of God," he is in- 
vited to draw near with a true hearti in full 
assurance of faith ! 
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Sin has given birth to an unhappy Ta-^ 
riance between man and his Maker, and 
closed aU direct and friendly, intercourse 
between heaven and earth. The righteous 
and holy God cannot, consistently with his 
perfections, look with complacency upon a 
sinner, while he continues under the guilt 
and dominion of his iniquity. As a transr 
gressor of the divine law, he is under a sen-* 
tence of divine condemnation ; ** the wrath, 
of Godaiuf^^A onhim." No sooner how- 
ever is he brought into a relation with the 
Son of God by a living faith — no sooner is 
he "in Christ Jesus," spiritually united to 
him, as a member in him the living Head, as 
a stone in him the spiritual temple, as a 
branch in him the true vine — no sooner 
does, he fly for refuge to the second Adam, 
who undertook to become the sinner s sub- 
stitute, and to take the penalty due to trans- 
gression upon himself, than the sentence of 
condemnation is cancelled and annulled, 
and he is ** enriched with all spiritual bless- 
ings in Christ Jesus/' 

How desirable then is union with Christ ! 
How necessary an interest in that atoning 
blood which blots out the hand-writing 
against the sinner ^ and forms the great 
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channel of conveyance for peace and recon- 
ciliation with the offended Majesty of hea- 
ven ! ** He was wounded for our trans- 
gressions ; he was bruised for our iniqui- 
ties : the chastisement of our peace was 
upon him, and by his stripes we are heal- 
ed." "All we, like sheep, have gone astray ; 
we have turned every one to his own way, 
and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity 
of us all." Yes, it is amid the gloom of 
that eventful night when the Lamb of God 
was despised and rejected of men ; when, 
with cruel indignity, he was mocked, and 
scourged, and condemned to be crucified ; 
when, in the garden of Gethsemane, he lay 
prostrate on the cold ground, and being in 
an agony, his sweat was as it were great 
drops of blood falling to the earth — it is 
amid this stupendous scene, when the pe- 
nalty of a violated law fell upon the sinner's 
willing substitute, that the enlightened and 
grateful penitent sees Christ redeeming him 
from condemnation, by " being made a curse 
for him." 

Happy, thrice happy the man, who un- 
der the guidance of the Holy Spirit has 
discovered his need of Christ as the medium 
of communication with a righteous and holy 

y 
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€od, and as a propitiatory sacrifice to di- 
"vine justice for the remission of his sinsi 
i¥ith what heavenly joy does he hear, that 
*' God was in Christ, reconciling the worid 
unto himself, not imputing their trespasses 
unto them," and that through his merits, 
atonement, and intercession, the Holy Spi- 
rit again returns to the temple he had quit- 
ted, again breathes into his nostrils the 
breath of life, that man may again become 
a living: soul. He knows that to*' be in 
Christ" is something more than bearing the 
Christian name, or the being received by 
baptism into the Christian church, or the 
profession of the Christian doctrine. His 
eyes have been opened to see his sin and 
danger. His ears have been unstopped to 
hear the voice of him that raiseth the dead ; 
and stripping himself of all the pride of na- 
ture, he comes and lays down his guilty and 
revolted soul at the cross of Christ ; and 
' bowing to his sceptre with the spirit of an 
obedient subject, submits to his government 
as his unfeigned choice and delight. United 
tol^isH^ad in heaven by the invisible bond 
'ofthe self-same Spirit dwelling in both, he 
derives, as a branch from the vine, conti- 
nual emanations of his ''manifold grace,** 
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whereby the life he lives in the flesh by the 
feith of the Son of God is so maintained 
and nourished, that he converses with God 
in his duties, imitates him in his practice, 
and hopes to enjoy him for ever in his ever- 
lasting kingdom of glory. 

Believer in Christ Jesus ! canst thou re- 
view what thy Redeemer has done for thee 
and wrought in thee, and not exclaim, 
*' Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that 
is within me, bless his holy name V Con- 
sider thy privilege. '' There is no condem- 
nation to them which are in Christ Jesus/^ 
The penalty having been exacted of thy 
Surety, thy debt is paid, and the bond can-* 
celled* In Christ thou hast "redemption, 
through his blood, even the forgiveness of 
sins ;" and abiding in him thou shalt dwell 
on high, beyond the rage of the roaring lion. 
** Thy place of defence shall be the muni- 
tion of rocks," against which all the assaults 
of earth and hell shall never be able to pre- 
vail, Having taken sanctuary under the 
blood of sprinkling, thou naayest dpfy every 
enemy, and challenge every accuwr-—" Who 
shall lay any thing to the charge of God's 
elect? It is God that justif^eth. Who is 
l^e that condemnf^tUl It is Chcist that 
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died ; yea, rather, that is risen again, vrho 
is even at the right hand of God, who also 
maketh intercession for us.'* Does not thy 
heart burn within thee, and constrain thee 
to cry out, ** O Lord, I will praise thee : 
though thou wast angry with me, thine an- 
ger is turned away, and thou comfortedst 
me: Behold, God is my salvation, I will 
trust and not be afraid ; for the Lord Jeho-^ 
vah is my strength and my song ; he also is 
become my salvation V 

But though redemption by Christ is to 
the believer a preservative from all terror, 
and an antidote against every evil, there are 
seasons, alas ! when faith is so little in ex- 
ercise, that clouds and darkness intercept 
his prospects, and damp his glorious hopes. 
When, at these moments, he takes a retro- 
spective view of the past, and calls to mind 
how he has aggravated his native burden 
of sin and guilt by his own personal trans- 
gressions — by his numbarless actual viola- 
tions of the divine law, by the many sins 
which he has had it fully in his heart to com- 
mit, by the sins which he has imagined and 
conceived— he sees such ample ground for 
condemnation^ that he is ready to exclaim, 
with a mixture of fearful apprehensioDy 
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doubti aod uncertainty,^ ** Enter not into 
judgment with thy servant, O Lord, for in 
thy sight shall no man living be justified," 
When,^ again, he looks within, and watches 
his depraved nature insinuating itself, and 
intermingling with his best performances*— 
when, in tracing its baneful influence, he 
marks the deadness of his devotions, his dis- 
tractions in prayer, the unprofitableness of 
ordinances, the coldness of his love, the imr 
perfections of his repentance j the prevalence 
of unbelief — when, in short, he feels its conr 
stant striving for the masteryf and how 
often it succeeds in bringing him into cap? 
tivity, he finds such abundant matter for 
self-coaAemnsLiioUy that, confounded at his 
own tribunal, he fears the tribunal of 6od^ 
When, again, he looks around him, and 
notices the strife and conflict between the 
righteous aad the wicked, between the seed 
of the woman and the seed of the serpent^-* 
when he observes how men in general re- 
gard with suspicion and jealousy, or treat 
with contempt and ridicule, those who culn 
tivate the spirit and power of religiOn,^ and 
avow their attachn^ient to thdu* 'divine Ma^-^ 
ter, aiid his doctris^ of gmce and love-r-^ 
vrhen he reads that even aftiE^ijah yrM^I«» 

t2 
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cd *'the troubled of Israel," a Paul, **th* 
man who turns' the world uj^side down," 
and Christ himself, **a blasphemer" and 
an etiemy to goverhment, he seds and feels 
that there is and must be condemnation 
Jrom the world, and his heart 'misgives him 
lest hte should faint by the way. ' 

Is there then no hiding-pkce whither the 
weak believer may retreat, no coVert whither 
he may fly "i Let it be conceded that the 
ground for condemnation is beyond expres- 
sion great, that the matter for self-condem- 
nation is painfully ample, that condemna- 
tionyrom theuforld is the lot of *'all who 
will live godly in Christ Jesus," still is it 
not infallibly true, that ** there is no con- 
demnation jfrom God to them which are in 
Christ Jesus 1" Yes; whoever condemns, 
God acquits* He views them as washed in 
Christ's blood, and clothed in his righte- 
ousness, and therefore delivers them from 
the wrath to come, from the curse of the 
broken law, from the bitter pains of eternal 
death. They are the " blessed of the Fa- 
ther, who hath appointed them to obtain 
salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, and* 
chosen them in him before the foundation* 
of the workl^ having predestinated them to 
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the adoption of children by Jesus Christ 
to himself, according to the good pleasure 
of his wUl.'* O Christian^ if thou hast 
truly fled to the Lord Jesus as thy hope^ 
and art hungering and thirsting after 
righteousness, let not the conflict betiveeii 
the flesh and the spirit make thee afraid « 
The very perfections of the Deity are en* 
gaged for thy salvation^ and thou art ad 
secure as was Noah, when he entered thd 
ark, and God's own hand closed the doon 
Thy Surety having sustained the punish*- 
ment due to sin, when he sufFered,^ the Just 
for the unjust, the demands both of law and 
justice are fully satisfied, and "God is just, 
while he is the Justifier of him who believ- 
eth in Jesus. " Whenever therefore an ap- 
prehension of danger, or a consciousness of 
weakness, oppresses thy mind, remember the 
efficacy of Christ*s mediation, and by faith 
see thy Redeemer placing himself between 
thee and condemnation ; see hipi spreading 
himself all around, and fulfilling the promise, 
^ ' As the mountains are round about Jerusa- 
lem, so is the Lord round about his people, 
from henceforth even for ever. ' ' Henceforth 
then rejoice in the enjoyment of salvation 
begun. Let the conviction of being now in 
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a justified state before God, and the expec- 
tation of the coming of Christ, as thy Savi- 
our, to dose all the afflictions and trials of 
life in everlasting peace and glory, tranquil- 
lize thy mind, and reconcile thee, during 
the darkest hour, to every intervening pro- 
vidence* Contemplate with admiration the 
condesceniiion and mercy of thy Redeemer, 
and let the sense of his love constrain thee 
to live to the glory of that grace by which 
thou, art become accepted in the Beloved 
Endeavour day by day to grow in grace, 
and to walk UKMre closely after the Spirit. 
Abound in, the. work of the Lord, and let it 
be thy daily solace and incitement, that 
^' when Christy who i% thy life, shall appear, 
then shalt thou also appear with him in 
glory/' 



REFLECTION XVIII. 



THE NATURE AND BLESSEDNESS OF 

REAL RELIGION. 



Romans xiv. It. 

The kingdom of God is righteoumess^ 

andpeace^ and jog in the Holg Ghost. 

There is a general conviction prevalent iit 
the world, that the present state of being ii 
only preparatory to another, and that reli-f 
gion has in consequence an importance and 
interest attached to it, which no other ob- 
ject or pursuit can challenge. No man can 
listen to the sober dictates of his under- 
gtanding without coming to this conclusion ; 
and if he consults the Oracles of Truth, it 
will be no matter of surprise to him, that he 
there finds religion to stand distinguished^ 
by the unerring judgment of the Son of 
God himself, as the '*one thing needful.'* 
On the nature of this great concern the siam« 
unanimity is far from existing. Pride and 
aloth exert so powerful an influence in hi^** 
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ing truth from the mind, that the judgment 
is too often clouded by error ; and thus, 
substitutes in one form or other occupy the 
place of real religion. But what says the 
scripture 1 **The kingdom of God is in 
power." '* The kingdom of God is within 
you ;" it is seated in the heart ; and it dis- 
plays itself in ** righteousness, and peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghost." 

The righteousness in which the kingdom 
of God displays itself is a. conformity in 
heart and life to the revealed will of God. 
It is a personal quality wrought in the fxsiA 
by the Holy Ghost. It is the divine image 
re-instamped upon the heart, enriching all 
its faculties, ana consecrating them to the 
service of God. It is the putting on of the 
new man ; by. which the several powers of 
the mind are directed to the divine glory^ 
and the actions of the life to such works of 
faith and labours of love as are good and 
profitable unto men« It implies that the 
happy subject of it has been delivered froni 
condemnation by a spiritual union with the 
Son of God, and that he is living under the 
guidance and assistance of the Spirit of 
grace. Once he possessed no higher prin** 
eiple than self; but the goo4 Spirit (^God 
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liaviog created bim anew in Christ Jesus, 
ftnd led him to the Saviour as the Lord his 
Righteousness, he feels the influence of 
higher and nobler principles, and is con« 
l^r-ained to live to his glory who died for 
him, and rose again. It is now his ardent 
■desire, not only " to be found in Christ,'^ 
but to have every action and every thought 
Jbrought into captivity to the obedience of 
Christ, yea, so "to know him, and the 
power of his resurrection, and the fellow- 
ship of his sufferings," that he may be 
>' made conformable to his death/' Being 
crucified with Christ, he is no longer under 
the dominion of the evil passions of the 
heart, but brings into subjection his will, his 
temper, his affections ; and manifests by 
-his meekness, his moderation, his humility, 
;his self-denial, his beneficence, and all tho^e 
heavenly graces which shone so illustrioudy 
in his divine Master, that he has bfeen with 
Jesus, and learned of him. Not that he is 
already perfect, or has already attained thfe 
consummation of holiness to which he as^ 
pires. Alas ! there is " a law in his mem- 
bers warring against the law of his mind."* 
His judgment is fixed, decidedly and firmly 
iixed, on the side of that which is good, and 
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h^ cleaves to tk^Lord wUk. fuIJi ,pm?p9i|fi{0f 
jlieart; butthe remai^spf^^l^s^I^^ 
JmoLy aud he has. to maiutain a. ;daily>.cai^^t 
yr^th his i^br^ corcuptioiis w^ic^if^P j}^ 
jpetually^ str^gglmg. for ths m3«tery,j. .^y, 
i% rn^ay happen tJbiat in a^ ; ungji^rd^^ h9W 
the ^Q^Uency of his principle jmy ^kWiPW 
jMjured, and sin get an advantage qv^x km; 
)>ut still he,isp;:essing.towar(^ th? |](na^ 
.^orkjng pu^ his. salvation witK(ifeai:,.|q|d 
.trcmf^bjingy and bringing fi^rtU • fruits dA^f 
meet for repent?ince.; still hp js strjyiqg^ffyr 
i^e jigiastery, making his profiling .^p ^W^^ 
and exhibiting in the main that , ,9^^|^^|, 
universal, pereevering c(Hitinua»j9f5 ift .tyifiOr 
,doing .whiqh prpv>es his heart ,to bq, f;}^t 
with God, and obedience his . chotcp^^fM^ 
delight. Not being under thp jaWr^Mw* 
upder grace, no sin has dominion pxfjif^i^g^; 
And strengthened with might byr^i^hfif %^t 
^n hisi^nerman) he is enabled jtg^^c^yryjj^ 
i^iat spiritual communion, with hi$ ^,€^|^ 
Head, by which bis rene\yed nature jis \\^^y 
,gorated and matured ti|l he comee^, ".t#,the 
jtneasure of the stature of ,the jfulne^ ^^f 
Christ." i. ,^ I, ^^i 

^Behold the beauty of holiness wljich^^ 
dprns ^he true Christian,, the; f ay s'pf4iYWie 
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gldry which encircle his profession ! Mark 
the griicefiil combination of humbling doc- 
trinesr with holy principles, holy mbtives, 
holy fcdnduct J Observe their intimate con- : 
nection, their delightful harmony, their 
8t9.ted order! How glorious to be " renew-- 
ed aftei* the image of God in righteousness 
and true holiness" — to be ''filled with all 
the fruits of righteousness, which are by 
Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of 
God'' — to be progressively " changed into 
the divine image, from glory to glory^ even 
as by the Spirit of the Lord !" Surely, 
Christian, '* the beauty of the Lord thy Grod 
is upon thee." But how bright thy future 
crown, how great thy joys, how full thy 
gloiy ! O happy soul ! in the quiet resting- 
places of the spirits of just men made per- 
fect thou shalt know no sin. Thou shalt for 
ever behold God's face in righteousness ; 
and all shall be peace and love, holiness and 
happiness, in the heavenly Paradise, O 
then give diligence to grow in grace, and 
* ' abound more and more in knowledge and 
in all judgment." Let thy path be ''as 
the shining light, which shineth brighter 
and brighter unto the perfect day." Ere 
long God will make up his jewels, and thou 

z 
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shalt be presented "faultless before ^ 
presence ofliis glory with exceeding joy." 

But how vain his hopes who is building on 
forms, and professions, and outward obseir- 
vances. "The kingdom of God is not id 
^vord;'* neither is it "in meat and dnnKi*^ 
A man may draw nigh to God in all tBe 
ordinances of divine worship, and benti, 
and kneel, and rise according to the macb^ 
nery of devotion ; but jf his spirit be not on 
the wing for heaven, if the vital principle hp 
"wanting in the heart, his religion cannot but 
be deemed a vain ceremony and an empty 
form in the sight of that God who will \y^ 
wjorshipped in spirit and in truth. If therp 
De no ardor in devotion, no life in duty, no 
«)nfidence in God, religion is without a 
soul ; and however beautiful the picture to 
the outward eye, it is but a faint copy of 
wh^t has actual existence in the breast bf 
the true Christian. And wouldst thou 
,mock God, and cheat thy own soul, with a 
mei'e external worship "? Wilt thou affect 
the form of religion as an lionor, and over- 
ft^oTi its power "? Was not this the ruin of 
tKe foolish virgins 1 Was not this the rock 
pn which the traitor Judas foundered} 
Who more diligent in attending the minis- 



try of his jUvine, ]Vf aster'? ,Who more, ob- 
s^rvad^ df,the external forma of reverence 
and'-Vfeapectt But'had Jiidiis, all this'wTinei 
'AjQ^pait or 'tot in the blessing of the kingT 
dam 0!* Gfod? 'Atid^'wilt thoii be rash 
ehpugh'to'lbolc for safety in an empty,' out- 
siqe appearance of devotion V listen tp 
'^e vmce'of 'the great Judge of quick and 
dead — " Not every one that saith unto me, 
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven ; but he that doetft the will of my 
Father which is in heaven.^' ' Cease then 
i^ rest in a form of godliness ; and that thoi) 
knAyest experience the pbwerthereof, hence^ 
forth seek to be "a habitation of God 
ihroiigh the Spirit." Pray that with the 
lieart ttiou niayest believe . unto righteous- 
ness, and that " the very God of peace woiild 
^lictify tliee wliolty ; and that thy whole 
^spirit, and soul, and body, rbay be preserv- 
ed, l)Iainele8s unto the coming of our Ixird 
'i(e^us Christ." , ' 

" 'While one is wrapped up in forms and 
■Ceremonies, to the oversight of "the weig|i- 
fei- mattei-s of the law, jiidgnient, mercy. 
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he "Is'ttdt bunder theTki\f,< ' btt« indek^ttic^; 
PeTv^rs^ and uitig»iaitifti Mm I' 'W ktftim^ 
adittedkigns 'Of'ii|rfMte^f)«i'cfi^attd>bltifi« 
tii^ ^isacgifi df Ood io>hi^«r(MliFb^^^ Tfiiie 
ttis, tfcadskivati6i»'4s>$f gntce^ ^thrtMiglll&lUl'; 

thrt^ti^the redibniptiion that i^^ k ^Q^nA 
JesuB,^ * - buti/whfo rso ^illy m' M Uf ho *«« 
mah^siich rit^'g^ace an deca$i<!n} 'ot^^^lPf 
Whatk>^aii^ thy liiWafdsfdts^d«t#ii^4^ 
ioterest; in :Cbii$t;jiift:d)dtt iBiVt the '«li^^:^ 

axt :ciMSM:*kiih'OWi^' altd'diky^Sfii ^^ 
h»>idi^^«it)V '^faMi td vam* '^itr>{^iMi 
«i<3wgh> tov look? 'I** priiictpte^f 'flhoi|P4ft'i^' 
loekjalsot tb (^eir< (>|«ir£^oii I foir> lel^'i^imi 
ht^^iatA Idud tfty ptt>fe6sti«^, A >MAifi^4ii^ 
jectSoji tblany 6u«(sin:'icould Ma^^'^hiochlcii 

motet! «» itiigbdiy. II th^tt wcruldgti^hAWi 
sisr^ptGMttl'grduk^ ofho^'that «h^^fti4il^>lfi 
ua£kgaM,iakit>'^y>>affbetlti^ ]^e»M-Mifigi»i 
tbefHift^dfelight^^ttf liekVi^n\'^li@« MMC(Cht^ 
disktQifiidge 'b'g [Mrf68^ht iH^i^i^ 4@i!lft£idii> 
visible in thy life, fdr^^Wlid^oi^lti^^dbMlfi 



J JPfif^ee is laf blessing <>f rfueh t^a^ceAdant 
XHjlftef ti« a family^ to the ehurcfc, attd to 4the 
^wrfd «t jtu-gei, thut it fitiuda pFer!^xmw»tl»J^ 
dia^l^^iabed in the 4po6tte'$ jemm^mFy of 
be>pQnstitiient part$ of tree religipB^ *' Th* 
kingdom of Gk)d ifr^peace/' F)x>ixil ' the 
tjffiis that 1^9 entered into ith^ worMi^ tbe 
tj[tft)tlII%iQii^ passions of the heakit hate ebot 
ef dsQi^ ajch unhappy contirol) f3iat the fiamfe 
^jd^Qord has spread into civery Isoeiety.df 
lBian. 'But Chi^ist, the Prino^ of pefetde, eon^ 
dQQt^d to sojourn among the bona !of strife^ 
^llfit he Baiight bring gloiy td God in. thf* 
bigh^t^ and peace onia^b; nUd wherewr 
bi^ Mpgdom is set up in the heairt,^ hitsk n)ild 
s^),d amiable disposition^ vriB be mianifest in: 
tb*, conduct.; The true Christian Is: a teaai 
0^ pe^Cie^^ and far from convertiiig evety : ex^ 
pt^^Mmi ^ look, or action, M/fhich may c^n^^t 
Y^iaiinciaiHng ungrateful to hiB; feetiogs^ 
1X^0 W^ jQc^ion of offenfce, he mli put a 
f^yoitabl^ donstruction on Aprfiat he sees anA 
h4ar^ flind 40 re$train the ^Vil teiidbndfe& of' 
hi^itatw^) as not to tear asubder thaihto^ 
mOny- iwlid unity which are the- Ornamf nti 
6f,biSipjrofcssion, He ** suffers j^tong^ and 
i9jnotleasily prdvokeq/* , : « ra f ' i - 

If the bond of unity- b4L^l2ei» <imh|i|^ily: 

z2 
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biV*^, 'hfe wKtt^has irnbibed^ hi^^ h^Vftily 

'Mifeiltt-^s Spirit is not implacable. HAvlAg 

ilearnt that "the wisdoin which isfrdih itbove 

' K peaicfeable, gentle, and easy to be cntrettt- 

'edvf''^h6 will not only be desirous 'of i*ed)n- 

'dBlatioA, but will endeavotir, by* every tiifean 

'^^sistent Svith tru^h arid hon^yi'tO'i*- 

' Store the harmony and peabe whlcH Were 

^ vrxHit to prevail. Alas! th^re are i^ti^<3^ 

'4n which peace still recedes ; andwhen^prfde 

•arid ^If-wilt exercise dominion, Mrhethf6f la 

*hfe' domestic or 'social circle, no soft wtWs, 

no kiAd offices, no self-denial, can coiicffi- 

ate the heart, or *' turn away wrath.'* The 

"^ipostle was ndt insensible to the difficulty 

' ^bf ^ecferittg the reign of peace. However 

-tih^ dSsposition. to live on terms coiTespon- 

' ^Aent to the relations of life might-be ihani- 

'fefetisjd by otie party, he saw that the object 

Was' ttofealways to be attained, and thei-efere 

hk skyij- '*if it be possible, as much as 

•^tH lu yon, live peaceably withi all ihcni." 

^' The Christian will also *' follow after the 

things which make for peace" in the church 

^ Gted. That ' 'tiW who love the; Lord Je- 

• fitt^ fehrist in sincerity'- shotild be of the 

^'^am6 feeiitirfiewts in all poiiit^ of doctrine 

"and discipline, is ka little t6 be expelcted as 



that ftll phpflld; be^ of the sfujaiB cppi|)Jej.ipH4 

As.Wing as.me^ .y*ry in thestr^ngUiMofifeMr 

^ntjsijef^tr jjn, tjhqir / h^biits, of Jitudy^ i ir» ^ their 

e^T^y, .as30ci3.tioQs vrith per^ons^i^ook^^'^od 

othe^ pt\j^Crt3v, sa Jomg will tji^y (differ in their 

,?4:i!i|sci^tiav3 yiewi^ of lessi in^port^t truthv 

4{l41^^i^''^ iBuf. ^haU Christ. rbethfirejCbre 

>,4iYi4^d(] /' ShaJU hin i seam)e€u» a*oh^ b^fF^nt 

]j[\, pij^ces Ipy t'he<haiuls /of his own pe^le % 

,j/^d ..i^ajl they .who ape looking %»/ and 

has^Ung untp^ thexpming of Godi that [they 

may /be translated to the saiue hea>[eni )With- 

ho|4tli^, rights hand of fellowship, '^^ 4e- 

jftfoy the bond of peace here w ^a|rt)^| ..t, 

^ i: .l^tnot, hawevervthe true Chri^ti^nr^be 

J ^ mij^led by his benevolent feelingSH)^^ to 

siajcriftce truth even for peace-< f.'fakifng 

CtirMand his .apo^tles as his , guides let 

hin^.not commend where they /Cond^nm, 

> and. under the influence of a mistak^.^^ha- 

f ity think well and hope weU, whpj^e they 

e jcpr esply reprobate and denounce. / ' \ Though 

. we{,,pr an angel from heaven, preaphi any 

other gospel unto yon, than that >whMJk we 

have preached unto you, let hini be. accnrs- 

ediV Truth is beyond all priice,> ,apd must 

b^; maintained ; but still the Christii^Qt jyv^ill 

, dibtingi^sh between the flu^n and hi^ ; errors, 



ST2 The nature an^hle^ednett 

and cultivate peace ^.od gopd'-wi|I^ Tfith ey^^ 
fellow-creatiire, so far ^.h'e a(iPjgafpi(jj nnj-. 
ceed withont coimtenaacing hi^ <l,eyia|Uctps 
from the oracles of God. . i . ,^ 

Here then is a lovely grace ■^forthy jp^^ 
aim and pursuit ofeverv cluld of ijif^y Bijt^ 
Wild can snffioiently dejilore the, ;vart09yi 
evi^ coQsequeiii upon the indulgpnce o^.f^ijfi 
opposite spirit ! Oh, what disruptA)!)^!.!^^ 
raniilies, What he^rt-Durnib^ in neighb^ux^ , 
hoodsS wTiat harsK censures in churches, aije^ 
daijiy springing from this fruitful, sourp^. of 
incjiiietude and misery! wlio iiiei^ '^<>.^!j'i'i 
not watch and pray against that pride, Wnr; 
ceit, and self-sufficiency, wWch constitute, 
the root of this baneful temper, andby thei(; 
bugliting influence undermine all social har- 
mony, and Christian unity and affection !?^ 
Wliat an antidote to strife and contention, 
does the apostle furnish in one comprehejj-, 
siVe precept — "Put on, as the elect of 
God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, 
kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, 
long-suffering y forbearing one another, and 
forgiving one another, li SiTiy man have a 
quarrel against any ; even as Christ for-, 
gave you, so also do yc." If these fruits of- 
the Spirit jbad ^eir residence in the heart,, , 



ami riiRiii irfiS lifi^V"*^^^ a'^a{>^y mflue^, 
Woiild'fhey ^rt in tuortifying iiid' suWo-, 
' ing^mat natuTalselfishoess wbicli' pipmp^. 
men to, challenge undue ?.ttenliiin,t6'th?Ui- 
.seJye*, ' ariij tO tlefflre that everi^one should 
sttitty fheit- profit, o^ honor, or inftlinaticiij. 
Reqieiiiber, , iphristianf "the kingiom,^f 
Ood is peace*' as well as righfeonsaessi aod 
ai'thiiu valuest that "peace of "(jtod 'w)iibti. 
paasfe'th all understanding," *''geek'^^ace- 
,aAd ptii-sue it" with man. . ' ;.' 

i'lVVitti righteous iiess aJid piSacd'tM ihti- 
ria^fMy connected/o;/ in the Holif Gkoii'.' 
iTth^ kingdom of God be stf established in 
thfe'Jifeart as to display itself in rigliteous^ 
ntisS'dnd peace, there will be also a solid" 
satKfdcUpri ■:Wrdtight -in the soul by the 
a^iy^trf the Irvine SJfiirit, arising from 
thfe^'^Jlriiiiise Of these' holy and lovely dispo- 
sftSSiia' fedtntiiaed *ith' the sure ami ceitajn 
hope of eternal iifc through Jesus ' ChrisiV 
our Lord. Other men have their J0ys,,biii. 
th^' are empty, or wicked, or ttahsiierit'.''. 
Whatever temporary satisfaction they niay, 
irtipa'n, like thee;ourd of Jonah, th^y coine 
up'in a night and die before the nioininff.'^' 
N()t-ifl')Hie happiness which God imparts 'loF 
iiii^eopte; Their peace passes all tibdeV- 



^4 The nat^e and U^^edness 

^ll^dwg ; their hop^ is full of tnsmorJuHty ; 
^l^eir jpy < ia unspeakable and fall i()f,^^kir|ytl? 
YyBa, many have received the gQapelibnuioh 
i^lliction with joy ofthe Holy Gh©si[;r -Uiif 
c^ the. light which this Holy C6mftirtei! J^ 
Sj|i6d around them^ they have gloried! »jiB 
tlieir ^^ infirmities, in reproaches^ in neces^ 
sities, in persecutiond, in distresBesk ^ 
Christ's sake/' and ** taken joyfu%*(ihe 
8(K>|ling <^ their goods, knowing tha/b oiSicsy 
)^^d in heaven a better and an enduing &ub- 
si^c^" And what believer^ living in the 
ejjfqfrcise of righteousness and pfeiice,bcaji 
d^at^inplate such a Prophet to teach liim, 
^uah^ Priest to atone for him, suck a King 
t^ (^el^ver him from all his enemies^ suchiai 
^^ety ]tp stand in his place and disehst^ge 
h4f, ^e»yy ! debt, sudi a Shepherd to feed him 
a^ fiiftrry ;bim when weary, and not he filfeid 
v^^^ jjoy ip believing ? Who can! ccmtct^^ 
pJla(tjB ^he pardoii he proelaims; the p wee he 
C9^i9jy^jimipates, the spiritual mal^xlia^uliB 
^e^^^ ,^he strengtl]^ he imparts tot the! isoUl, 
iy^ Swpport under affliction; the ireliei;iiii 
^f^ptfLtipUii^and ail his grbat anii^lMreciiNis 
{^][^|s)^9, aiud noti find matter: of; jcoHtinuiil 
^'qiffiewg3,M;Whi^^i» short; eaiir<H)ijtempkte 
^ 4igfti<V iOf'^ pf nsijii tlm. effi§Ky/«^Ai« 



i^hi»£delit7f to^ hit ^gag^mMK^j ^ 

ofitiSs Spirit, the fife everlasting; and the* j^f 

Biore <6iftci3eidmg and eteraiai weight of glo)^>* 

md^Kiot tqoke in th& thonght ^ haViif ^ 

sHoka Savioiirv aii4 in theiidpe of 'possed 

imk such a salvation 1 ' t - ' « 

*)i{Behbld\a joy adapted to the ejdgendleisi t>i 

ara ( Smnnortd spirit^ ' a joy dpringmj^^ thMS 

edimvunioii with the ever blessed Ood,^^ kiSA 

aitensQ of an interest in Chi^il^t Jes^ tfite 

Lord, Happy the man, whoe^ '^^r^iHt^ 

isat&is, the testimony of his conscieoi^^ 

t^ui^^in s&nplicity and godly sincerity he^hfltl 

his' conversation in the world,'* And that h^ 

h^a; well grounded hope of evetiasting fifi^ 

ia:d^ nianfeion^ of the blessed. H6vtpt&^ 

biii ^sonrdes of pleasure and deligh^fth i^^ 

liightened und^tanding, a peae^fuFedhy^f^ 

encev a^ life ^6f friendship with (9od, tli^ ^^ 

tali(»igiof his Spirit, a hope fall of ^itMtiik^ 

tblity ! 'iiHei may be exercised ^i^'inokf^i 

tdaiiiiiiminU, body,' «r estate^ A ItU'dfaMy 

aiiiQl:wic|(eUiiwoi4d^may poiiF tii^teiApVyipd/ik 

liimr) )ior/tH& hand of oppres^i^ 'Uti&^^iiik 

i0ak^mifmm\ bis person-' oV pc^^^l^ittiiff i 

bidlbaTiffgilha^itaess: ill Miitfel^ «^i tlk 



97)1: The nfntiu^, ofid^H^dness 

ll^gdwa i^ Q^ m withm. liiiii^^i Kkc^tfimrit 
an4 Silas^ he can "praise Gk^d it$ miftimmi 
aad /lo9id^ with , chains. « « ^ea^i rKi^liiyisliaaii 
whatever ■-. be ; thy: fexteiiml *. y^cmtetaiui^fi 
there is a S'^joy in the Holy 6ho$(s^\fiwdridb 
aJttendfii thy path, and checofSt-thy kts^ 
aipi4f^t . the diange^ aad : coo^icta *iO§ itimf 
wojpld. Ha^t thou not felt that the unonO 
thy afflictions ^boim<led for Ohmt'stsake^ir 
the more thy consolations «lso> abcRntdadb 
thi'ough Christ '^ Have not suichuseuafni* 
been luade instrumental in : disentaii^tiBgt 
thy^hcai't from the cares and concemB^ Hiti^ 
desires SiXki fears which depressed it^ ian^kiiti 
en^easing thy joy in the Lord« by iraisuigi 
thy iafiections to things which are abeisei^l 
And ait thou iK)t assured, that if thouifin&i^ 
fewest with Christ, thou^alt also be ^kiOH! 
fied together i Welcome then the^iaiiotittj 
ments of an all- wise Providence,^ as^imosb 
conducive to thy present interests andjfutuifa 
prosperity ; and whilst thou rejoicest ia^ thfesl 
grace which he bestows on thee, and in the 
supports and consolations of his Spirit, con- 
sider the satisfaction which now enlivens 
thy way, as only the earnest and foretaste 
ofthat glory which shall be hereafter re- 
yealed in thee. In anticipation ofthat happy 



■" ijf real reUgim: ^^ ^ 2(Vt 

p€fidd, let theiVoioei of joy isM^ j^IadMss^ W 
iMSHd ; in tby dweHmg. Yen, ^^ hit up «b^ 
head^^fw the^day of thy redeimption drawMlf* 
n%lii^/ 'Bift asthe joy which reli^oii'iiitsf^h^ 
hi ifieaght iti the heart by the' blessed Sf^ 
lit^'be ceiistafnt, be aseiduousj ia'pleitdid^ 
with God for thi^ invaluable giift. He aloii^ 
oni» revelal the things which eye' hath loot 
8aBil^^llo^ear heaiNl, aiid wbk^h hav^ ildt^il^ 
tto^into the heart of »arir Heis thenret^^ 
aamefit'of thy inheritanbe, the foi^taste anti^ 
Q|8lifrmt9 of that uttntterable'felieity whi^ 
Odd hft8< prepaned for them that love^hitlU 
Bfatf-sthen, imd pray in earnesi!, ' fet " thii> 
S{wibof wisdouii and rievelatioa m the knowv^ 
l^dgetof Christy that the '^yes ofthftknAe!^^ 
utkmdmg' may be^ enlightened; tha^tf ' thdni^ 
mafM. kno^ thei hope of God'^ callmg^ anfd^ 
th^^Haheii of the glory of his inhei^itance^i#^ 
thesaiats ;■' jSarthus^halt thon^-^^nfalfc^iflp 
tlHb ^rof >€k)d^ and in the mmfott ^^f thtf* 

iidy^G^OSf > - ' ••;..• r.^.: .;iiTH;,:'ui;{ 

- Mi r .!' ■ ■ 'U 'J.J': ,• '..*■- ^ ^ »■ J ,r'\i' 'f ;--.»'i-;T 

- i.v^*> , '• {'• i ''' ■•■' ' ■^i .:. n :'['.:.' '.y t. f) |.| rr*. 
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DIVINE LOVE DISPLAYED IN SANQTI- 
PIED AFFLICTIONS. 



HsBREWS xn. 6, 

Whom the hard loveth he ehasteneth^ and 
8wargeth every son whom he. receivefk,.^ 

Human life is compared to a pilgrima^ 
and this condition is so beset with dan^etf* 
and exposed to perpetual causes of affliction 
and distress, that man is represented in 
Scripture to be **bom to trouble as the 
sparks fly upwards," Consider the evib 
that spring from the weakness and errois 
of the understanding and the judgment'; 
:ft'om the wayward and raging passions of 
the heart ; from disappointed wishes, de^ 
iayed hopes, blasted prospects ; from bodily 
pain, disease, and decay ; from mental sad- 
li^ss, fear, and anguish ; from the instabi- 
lity, the calamities, and the bereavements 
of relatives and friends; from tlie fraud, 

'iJtieMu^ii^&i andtheikijiidtib6'ofttc»t)dr 
*lif«W^'feneiai^ jv*j?^ teaiiarijs 



Divine lone displayed Sfc. 27^ 

the ^Yesentii(^&V iffoW ttiil^ Is it said of 
man, that '* all his days are sorrow, and his 
travel grief 1" 

Nor is tliis view applicibfe to maii biily 
in his fallen and unrenewed state. When 
under the teaching and influence of the 
Holy Spirit, he has seen through the guise 
of earthly things, and felt their nothingness; 
iwrhen he has looked around for help, ctftd 
soii^st reftig^ in Him who is *^* a. hiding- 
place from the wind, and a coVert from the 
ttwpesty wheahe i&no longer A ^' strs^i^^ 
a^dba foreigner, but a feUow^citizen urith 
the saiintd^ and of the household of Godi" 
still is he ' * troubled on 6very side..' 'In 
addition to such evils as are comm^ to 
-ilttaiikiiid in general, he has now t(^undei*^o 
4i4 discipline peculiar to the family into whi^Ch 
be has been adopted. Tiie woitld, with its 
rfof midable artillery, will assault and Iwass 
him.i A selise of gurlt and inward corrupt 
tidti <^ill at titnes^ oppress- aud di^edurago 
bimj < nThe powers of darkness .wiU> snitB to 
mtelest and oppose him. A^Uati^t^, cpn- 
^^Gts, and distresses are epitailed up0n himi 
lindifai his measure he ^ **predestiiift^4 to 
rba conformed 'to the image of GhrittV »ot 
only in glofy^butiasufierifigs^ , This is the 



&S0 ^ypimii^, hie W^spiuped' 

Ibt^flf eVety child of <}od,'ithaohigh*-j**rayto 
tiife' heavenly mhcritaHQe : **Wb(imuthc 
Lord loveth he chasteneth, and sodurgetk 
ei^ery son vrh'oih he receiveth.**^ ' ^ ! 

f 'Who then would be ♦' whhoiit cha«^i^^ 
fiients, whereof all are partakers 1" ^ Who 
%vould be reputed ^'bastards, andnots^gi^^ 
G the wr^etched state of that man of whom 
God says, ^^^Lethim al(me; he is jowed*d 
his idols.' ' '* Why should he be striclceik^^ay 
more 1 he will revolt more and morei ' ' If ^is^ 
cipKaebe the badge of God*s family^iWhoiB^ 
heart does not echo the prophet's prayiBr*? 
i— '^Gorrect me, O Lord, but withjitdg-^ 
inent ; not in thine anger, lest thou bHa^ttiid 
to nothing/* >i » 

Let it nev^r be forgotten that howc^lr 
pairtful miy be the afflictive dispensatidna 
of Provictence, they Me all ingredients ma 
cup wWch an affectionate Pare^nt has-<Diki'<> 
gled for his children. It is **whom. th^ 
laordilovethy that he chastens." The cujp 
he administers is not dispensed as the cup 
of pleasure, but as the kind discipline of 'A 
tender and loving father, j Having gra^iout$ 
fi^urpmes to accJomplish, he- submits ^'thd 
yi^ssel of his affection to the operatioii ^^4h^ 
lumaice; imd after watebiiig ov€r it Mrith 
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e^LtGiMkA ttiod^fatingitliKe ilt^W tlmt> Would: 
iB[^reitj fafe'at length hriili^ }tlf0i^li>lt y^-^ 
i^^i ihoHoiv imeefe for ttlie^ Masttir'^ ^liis^^^ , 

O thou affliclledafiKi tossed with tewap^ts^ 
whotey^r be tha trials to which th^W^arf 
cailted, acquietstoe jiQ the \s^isdom and love iof 
this^rakilfttl and compa^sionM^e Refmeti and 
jPfmV satisfied, that ^^ there is .mucb^oodniess 
hiiclii{»foF them that fear him;'' that all 
tWsgs. Bhall Work together for thy /|;oQd. 
Uftdel" the pressure that weighs thee down, 
^tillf^f glorify God in the fites," at^suf ed that 
thoulmst not one trial too many,, if thou 
wottldst occupy aright the station for which 
t^u ai* idestinedl O let not a word of com- 
plaint escape thy lips, but meekly bowing 
u^dei:^ correction, leave thy l^ender Pailent 
tOicwryonhis work in hiso^vii way. ilTea, 
bl^^s^ and adore him for dealing with thee a» 
a^jc^hild, and pray that patience may have; its^* 
pavfect work, that thou mayest thus eftjoy 
om naark of Uiy adoption. "If yi^mfiure 
chastenmg^ Grod dealeth with you as; with 
spi»>" (JloriouS) truth: ! Impress it^-hea- 
Y§nly Father^ deeply UpOn my hearty - tnat 
bdtween the^ storms ^ of sorrow the sua jpay 
sQkneitiiai^s (burst focth^ and cheer Qi^ I yfkth 
itsj wlitening beaius; » and th^l the ymsf^^i^f 
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my mourmng may be min;^ed with the 
g»piig pf pi^aise aud thanksgiving. , Tliat 1 
may .be. soothed amidst grief, and supported 
jmdar tx'is^y aud encouraged in the day '- of 
p^ril, Q teach and enable me to repose in 
tliat ^ti:ength which is omnipotent^ that wis* 
dpin;!. which is unerring, and that love which 
Wev^r feiileth ! ; : ) 

. , Jtf God afflicts his children, they may be 
8|ive (hat :he has the most solid advantages 
in view as the result of his discipline. " Nor 
JiiAs ,he Jleli them uninformed on this point, 
b^thja^ expressly declared, that it \s \nt 
gr^oious design to make them thereby ^^ par- 
tc^kef 8 of his holiness/ ' O glorious object J 
Q moBjt benevolent aim ! > Yes, affliction i^ 
a constituent part of that hidden^and mys- 
terigais process, by which the Father of 
n^epcies effects their present sanctification, 
aiulth^ij' fufcui*e glory. Having recovered 
tljew.frQHi their apostacy at the expenceof 
thie,blQQ(iL of his Son, and through the influ-^ 
^f^e ^fi grace of his Holy Spirit,- h^ by 
tjlvi^j^jtfithQd gradually fills up theoutlihcfe of 
tljeir,|uitiiu'e; perfect character, and thus>pt-e- 
pa^*^ jthem for the enjoyment of himself in 
VgftK?ttf/> It is in the furnace df affliction 
that) )thQ dross and defilements of earth, ''the 




IilBt icf' the flesh, the lusl of th6 eyes, itod 
ftbe>^*ide of life/' are from time to time de-« 
^ehed • aad^ consumed . It is under this dis- 
cipline, that the heatt is made mdre lowly 
,ftnd meak, more cd^Atented and pure, mbre 
4;^haritable > and forgiving, moi-e lively &nd 
fervent ia the ways of religion. It is amidst 
this chastening, that the charactei- fe more 
forajted: after the mind that was in Chi-ist 
Jj^us, the. mind of genuine huHttKty and 
universal Ipve^ 

;aiiqd if duch be the merciful intention of 
CSdd' 6 dealings with his tried people, who 
woi|ld faint, and be overwhelmed ^th his 
bufferings "l Who would be so solicitous 
ai)Out bis present ease, as to forego the in- 
calcsiilable blessings they are: working but 
for j)im in time and in eternity'? Wha 
would not rather assume a holy compo^rcf, 
^wl ^kiss the hand that afflicts him? Nay, 
whowojuld not welcome the day of adver-* 
^ityi. find pour out his grateful acknowlfedg- 
ipents to jtis heaveiily Father, that he bias 
Qoui^ted him worthy to be made it pai^aker 
of !C|hris!t's sufferings^ and thus in^ireid hitu 
wit^ithiehope that when Christ^s gloiy^lidH 
bie.irevltoledj beialsoisball be glad withf hitfi 
with exceeding jory ? • u Who,* in'sHorti^d^ 



9M .iMi^.%i^:<%NSo^^( 

th^ ^x|»*l^tofi$ b£ (JiviAe Icme^, laa 1 tot yklA 
^ipmeesibh firiuts o€ righteousi^sitt) idM{ 

^, It i^tDO ^vneiA manifestdtioii of (jrod'si lovei^ 
u^4^P' tlife ^ktiom^ , aad V cUrtresae*! lof i lifeii 
thiW h^) ptt)vi(l*titial care isan.pei^tttaliext^ 
onetsii ia^behulf ^f hh childt'eu . - iimidsifr all 
tj^ir trial^; his unseen: ey^ Ib .iipoq. ithem^i 
Md^tchingl (Ovejr thenr fpr .good^ OhowiflSbm 
(|(^QS; f he prov^ himself s^ore salicttott$i^ &n 
tbeit^ iWeU-ol^ng^ than they i^ouldi be thte^ 
sely^s I ^He 3e€^ themruBning inti6 pei^ii,)a2id 
hedges i^p theirnway with thorns^. He<Mbk 
9^¥^ tli^m fpintiug under lii6:rebidkes,Sandi 
sanctifies .theitx to the strengthening of^tbein 
sQxnhA ! fo Paul ia danger o€ being ekahed) 
abo1v)e measure ? He sends him a tkavartin^ 
thei jflesJji to keep; himlmmbleu DoQSf he b^ 
th^)remoYal' of thisi messengen (^ SaAan 4i6^ 
biiffet^himl . He is answeredv r'SMy gc^et 
ifk sufficient ior thee ;. ^ my ^tfength^ is imid^ 
{l€»*£ecjli in. weahnessL" JD[6e» he Jametit^oni 
afiolker ciecasion, that iVno man slto^^d i;l^ith> 
himiJ^ithat all forssGMdb Idm Hi^;addsit 
^^Nqtwitti^tandiDg, the l^brdisti^d iwkh(mb$i 
and>stf ength^ed itie^ i^and Ihitafi} /d^livevedl 
out -rfifehambMboftthe liQil^V// 1> fivo 1) jqnjl 



,;Sfe-theor the arm of P^oVi'^nce t^V«* 
athatehcd^iit to guide and defend ♦apd strpi 
potttt < hi« ^eeple, * * The righteoikd tff,^ [and 
the Lord heareth, and deliverethi tftieai/Oiit 
-of /all' iheii- tiwibles.'- ** Many are *be 
affiliations t)f therighteoirs^ but the ]lidrd>(le<i 
KyeiiBtii tpm iout of all." The threeallei 
Mjewijyouths walking in the mkl9t*of<the 
burningifii^ry •fornace^ with the Sdn* of Qtjil 
fi>9ibeir asi^ci^ite and protectory fiii^^isli ditd 
inslaficei iofiily of what is daily passiingi tn^h^i 
wtirldl •' L^ ^the afflicted monnieif^^atiW^^ 
ik^hat G04 has already wroiight for His isidtlt^ 
9^ odi he^hesitate to encoui-age ^itns€^'iii' 
tbei Juor&%' > Has ^he not agiufh atul' a^sBiit 
raisfed f up^for thee an ad viier^ a; friend, >fit mm^ 
fiwrtk.?^ ^Jlas h^ not by the unexpictfed Idiid^ 
nesftofothere dried up thy tears^ whtea thoii- 
\iBast of^erwhelmed with trouble ; and pleilded' 
thytoaXisfe wheo: thou wast suflfering lunddt* 
uAJo^ reproaches and oppressions ^a- Cailet^ 
thm n&i sii^ ^Though full of weakn^cid^ 
mysalfv thi^ough that sufficiency which ii*iofj 
God; ')^i-f have • hitherto passed an >sal(^y 
thi*bugki world^ldianger'? He.ifhiislgiixfc! 
edfmd >W'itb(s4)i^eiigthj and^iaAiejn3y(ttf«y/pi^^ 
foot : /by him X hht)eimm>dirougha/^OD()^aiiid 
leaped over a wali t^'i by* liinx' tt i liaYflltrbil im 



tUe^Uoa :9im1 adder^ the young' Uortrafidi tbe 
djffigon have I trampled uDbder nlyT/fae^B!!^ 
^►ttcelyiif thou callest former (}ay$ tOiremdi&r 
b;:iUH^> thou canst not hut vecognim^lu ^\k 
tl^. a)oyement8 and chaoges of life ihB mof^A* 
iilg9/of.a Father's hand for thy good^riA^ 
e«ippuraged then by the pasti and /iet; j )t;h|t 
CQBfideace be more assured by the though^, 
tjjpt if thou art really a partatkerci^ithit 
gn^ce,. and aimestto live to his g^lor^(\G^ 
ig^pledged to be thy Guide, thy :Prol«a|Qv; 
thy Comforter, in every difficulty^ and <^0ry 
d$^ii|ger. Look at. his own graciousxpii^p- 
miH^^rr^^ When thou passed throii<^ \ik^ 
vf^tt^r^f I will he vrith thee ; and through 
the /rivers, they shall not oy esflow- . thisig ; 
when thou walkest through thevfire> ;thw 
^h^^t x^ be burned, neitljier shall the &m^ 
kiadle upon thee." Repose implicit i^^ont^ 
deuce on the divine word:; for,MQodi>is 
f^thfui, who will not suffer theet .ti9r]^ 
i^^pted .above what thou art 9<blei^ut will 
Wftth jthe temptation also make ai Mr«yf(to 
^ca{]|e» that thoumayestbeabl^itOtbeatNJjt^r 

But however conspicuously God ihastti^ai^ 
hibi^];i& jb^ive in so discipltiiiing!kisifehiyk*en 
as4p^al^ thiem meet 4ar the ^heftvenljftin^ 
hieritanqe, and ia g\ii4u;^»tippoiil}ii]^, A44 



tha6^i(hidi^4ay^ tl^ ^^tl^engtfa MtidiElMdtf 
ofihk'^ectimi^k < the gIor%()«s 't)^ 
ite ttltimateHiesigti, die ^i^&d ^^misuiMttfku 
tkm^^thbip^ ^ee^tton ^ into bid ^"^ pri^lehiDl^i 
vtkerekbete id fuioes^of j(^^ fttid to tikrigbt 
kdkd; Whefe there are pleastirei^ for ' «**i^ 
jriom^^*^^ *ft Whom the Lord loveth fee chtt- 
ityn^h,'lbBd Bcourgetii every son Whom^ ^iiild 
M^Mve/th.u This is the splendid issue^of ^2^ 
hf^^eibly Father's afSictive dispen^tibbsi 
t*^0ter l^htafflktions, which are btitibfi 
i^NHfient, i¥ork for us a far more exce^in^ 
aikl ^i'nal weight of glory' *^ — a weight *6f 
^iOtyas tast as the soul is aUe to sastiM; 
aJidiW 4a^Mg as eternity itself. 'Whjii 
g^ter idea* can be grasped by theMrtfktt 
W^^^6t expressed in the feeble kti^^^ 
crfmiartality ? Weie this but duly ttitiyii 
deii«*Vndi firmly believed, wh^ ifeht^^^ii^ 
l*irmbnyw^uld it diffuse through tSii^iiiife^ 
ttfafc^vdant^arts of divine Providence !^^H6if 
WoiiMf' it reconicile the Bererity off* *gM!^6 
hahd>wJth»the pai^ental feelings 6f'his' tt^SW;* 
i« hlj^ dealiiiga with hit^childtien'! ''^' ''^^' 
i > ii^C then/ibedbikl of ^i(5tito' l6^^l*Wl^M 
tOitt^i^*>'<grk^%h}ch>^aH fti^ giWii^iiifth 
#ii|ftie^pppei«r»6Sg^ Jfesk 



2S8: Dwdie love displayed 8fc. 

learn to smile amid the ruins of earthly 
tope, and to^p .** joyj&il p, ^\ his tribula- 
tion." " Blessed," says the vdice of inspi- 
ration, ** blessed is.tha jnan that endureth 
temptation ; for whe^ .he.is tried^ .he abiU 
receive the crown of life, which the Lord 
hath promised to them that love him." Yes, 
the tried will soon triumph, the cross be 
changed for the crown, and the suflerings of 
the present life swallowed up "in thfe'^gfcir^ 
that shall be revealed." O happy day ! O 
heavenly consolation ! The clouds which 
How obscure thy prospects, shall theif '16e 
dispersed for ever. Thy night shaH 15tf 
^rned into eternal day. " Thy sun s1fl£f| 
mo more go down, neither shall thy mdtM 
withdraw itself, but God shall be thy eVeif^^ 
ksting light, and the days of thy m^ui^ffli^ 
shall be ended. ' ' Secure within the wisTifefli'*' 
for haven, thou shalt look back with joy w 
the dark and tempestuous ocean upon >i^Kme 
waves thou wast wont to be tossed, ailSJ 
mingling thy hosannahs with those of l^t^ 
around the throne, thou shalt bless Qoti fcr 
the means as well as the end, and say -witK 
heart-felt gratitude and admiration, ^^'He 
hath done all things well ; this God shall Bil 
my God for ever and evei*.'* ' * '^^*'* 
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^he Sim df mam. h come to seek and to sa^e 

that which was lost^ 

Wbcat. a humiliaiting picture do these words 
Pliesent of the. degraded state of human JM^ 
turej What an exalted view of the exceedr* 
i]pg riches of grace in the Redeemer ! , And 
fti}c^ is^ the gospel scheme. It i^ so consti- 
tuted as to biing down the pride of maQ,^ 
aii4, to magnify the divine mercy above 
8^ things; to strip the creature of ail his 
lofty pretensions, and to encircle the Cre-* 
^r with the whole glory of salvation i to 
reduce the sinner to self-renunciation and 
self-loathing, and to honour the Saviour a$ 
the grand medium of life, and peace, and 
happiness* He who would be an accepta- 
l)le disciple of Christ on earth, and an in* 
heritor of his kingdom in heaven, must be 
' ' 2b • 



^8 m'W^i^W^kh^ik^, 

mc^^ft^'fme''- ■■ ''■"'^^''" '^'-^'■» - 'i^ =^=^1 

^' mf' fiihak the -fell^rfh "hk*''Bin^^^i<4i 
tlcadly shade over every human creatiire 
tl^t is born into the world. The foimtalb 
Bavjng become polluted, no streams thai 
"Sowed from it could be thenceforth pur^^; 
tor '* who can bring a clean thing out of aJi 
^ctean 1'' Hence mankind are repi'es^tf^- 
eq in Scripture to "be *' conceived in siH, 
aiid born in iniquity." Hence the \Vhofe 
apostate world is described by the Son (H 
God as " that wliich was lost." Yes, evetflj 
unconverted man is a lost creature, lin'dei" 
the" dominion of a carnal mind which'is 
dea'th, and under a sentence of conderftBa- 
tio'n to eternal ruin and destruction. " 

View him under the dominion of a cartial 
miiid, and therefore lost in sin and wicK^etf- 
mss. Alas, how many dead souls are th^ 
m'living bodies ! bow many who are' slWfe 
and a,ctive in the things of this world', whife 
theii'' souls are dead in trespasses and silidl 
Where, can the eye turn, withciut seeing tTje 
IjroUcji fables of tlie divine law traliiplM 
unSei- footi ")iy swearing, and lying, aWfl 
liitfiiigi aad: stealing, aiiii coiamittnrg' itd^K 



pie of a fallen nature is DOt,9^^c^y,9i;efl,fty 
Yielding to sin in its groas and slismeless 
forms, its rule in the heart of every uncon- 
■werted man is not the less real. The 
thoughts, and desires are so contlriually 
.teftt^ing to evil, that the root of bitterness is 
ijte^ly discernible in the depraved state of the 
aifections. Othe vain thoughts that lodge 
witliin the natural heart ! What principles 
Q^ pride, envy, hatred, and uncharitabie- 
jiess ; , of iuipatience, covetousness, and dfa- 
cpntent ; of impurity, sloth, and sensuality 
of every kind! And then, as it respeefe 
jGod, how unwilUng is the unconverted man 
to fix liis thoughts on a serious contempta- 
tion of liis character, as pourtrayed in tlie 
-$]i;i;iptures. Though God, in infinite coii- 
dp,sceii[sion, invites the sinner to approach 
.iu(H, and liold communion with him, how 
rej^ictant is tlie natural man to draw ne^r ; 
vea» how relieved in escaping from any 
i^yply feeling of his justice and holinesR, 
^wtjich a diapensation of his providence, lu- 
•l^fje ipinistry of his word, may Iiave been inr 
f^l^iimej^ta! in exciting, He may perform a- 



Ipiea'mtlV sometliing- about God':' T)u£'to 
gjlbrily hijii as God, to engage spiritu£tHy'ni 
holy exercises, to cultivate close coHliiit^- 
Vion with God himself— for this he haBilb 
incliiiatjon ; his heart is fumed anolfe 
way, he is still among the generations brini 
dead, stni lying in the ruins of the fall'.",'^.,' 
']■ Whoc^n see the whole human racetmi 
prostrate in sin hy nature, and not anxibit^- 
Ty inquire into his own condition 1 V/hkt 
great searching^ of heart, what earilefel 
prayer to him who alone can fully detect 
it^ deceitfulness, and reveal its wanderitTg^ 
should be excited in every breast! Alas, 
fiOW inany confidt^ntly dream that their atatfe 
l9'g!X)d, when thei/ enmity against Godns 
evidently betrayed by opposition ' to 'his 
word and will, l)y a shunning of hh voice 
and presence. Possessed of a specious out- 
Side, and admired by their fellows, who hjok 
ho' deeper than the surface, they would jlVfe^ 
sutoe that their heart is right with'Qdrf. 
Invested with a luxuriant gourd entwiti^fl 
arftund the stock au<t shading tl>e deatlT- 
^tricken 'branches, they fancy the treetb'be 
alive, and are hence filled with deIu^'V% 
hopes and vain 'confidences. OdepIbratSi 
infaruatiop i to be iilii(^ed by thd Obd'"'^" 



7%e object of Chiisf s missio^. ^^S 

tbig world-i-to be insensible to impendipg 
dagger— to be as[eep in carnal seciH-iiV! 
Deluded man! wilt thou shut thine eye§„ 
and cry, "Peace, peace," without inquiry 

f,to thy translation from the state of pot- 
ted nature to a state of grace 1 Wilt uioii 
compose thyself to sleep, amidst thy dereii,- 
ful assurances, till thou fait at last from thy 
M^pposed heaven and towering hopes into 
Ihe abyss of misery and woe? Now dt 
igflgth commune with thine own heajt— 
■*^epraved by nature, and dead in tx^S- 
n^ses and sine, am I renewed in the spirit 
Qf ioy mind, and quickened to righteous- 
ness and true holiness by the life-giving 
Spirit of God ? Are my mind and judg- 
ment, my principles and views so changed 
irom what they once were, as to kindle in n^p 
new desires and motives, and to produce 
Mime a corresponding change of. life anfl 
conversation f Am I not resting in a par- 
1(1^1 reformation, a course of outward duties, 
mi a name of godliness ; or has the Holy 
;^Irit, by his sanctifying and renewing ope- 
ration stamped the image of God on my 
Spill, and taught me to deny all ungodlineiss 
and worldly lusts, and to seek first thip 
|^n|;(i(om pf God and his righteousness 1^ 



•XYito 4oQk} into ikjf o!wd iwarfc;. thli^f^piiiNrp 
thyii^t^fUMlf frfijidj sensible 4hdt;Xxodii;Ofl[ly 
sjcmh j^lEibfilhee understand tky; jorrom, <^h 

'tiftrd ,f Ailbo! MQtitthe^t ithei hfeart; » a^ud b trkst 

-tfcaf'i^iils, send forth, thy hgbt and ttojr^nitb, 

-Qad^Ip}meit9.tU8eera my realridba^raetcr. 

(Pr?$/9CM^ iipe from reatu^,in sl hume toilite. 

. R^TjW. ftte from all formaKty > attdxhypo- 

^itinisy^ ' 1 1 Make me ahx)g!dther< confonfaable !t)o 

T Ahy^Atoly will ; * ' Jbofc weB .if thece bfe • anjjr 

i wa|r q£ wit^edness in me^ and lead;: nletfin 

itibo >tfty eyerfaatingk!' r i . i . • ^un^ii 

; » 'Jkvii-A^W^ of sutyection Uy sin is ii^^the 

fnUvecrteritdfthewetchedness'of fallen mini 

>Whiie untfciiewed, - As ^* the wrath of God is 

■< aevaal^ froin^ heaten against all UBgodli- 

OEi^^^acfidt unrighteousness of men/' thoiua- 

i(eo&Yerted;jiuan is lo^.aUo tmder asentiehce 

) xg^ cMdertmatmb. , That very sentence fwhifih 

jbas been ; al ready lexecuted on the spirits 'in 

» firi^on { that ^ery unutterable misery mtmh 

ipilfMey wechow eaaduxting, is passed, isawandr 

I f j3d io: evdry- child; of Admui who is unv^oon- 

f^^Ijedito Grad;r andshouldihe terminate his 

y litt^al exi^^e^iE^e: jb^foreii ithis. sentence is re- 

-^i^mUih^xidilcMilt ih^i is .mdom^^kv* eyfijr. 



$SiiMA hataJHol oufy kik this 'fiivoi* iOfil 
loatboflinii fdrfytedilhe toVBiiaAtedMefi^ 
^ .eonsequeo&t bn obedience, but' ht (Ims 
ewrred ^thefe^fiil ciirde of th^ brokenrUnr, 
Rbsikfagected faims^lf to die lake diat burii^ 
h'rivitb fireistikl brimstbtie. God has dEe- 
todvtiiat' }i^ every tranBgretoion of ^^isobe- 
!(tt)oe: shall recetve a^jast recoifipence^^f 
jvfird;;" and it is expn^sely anQOtiivce^, 
Grit! whomsoever the Idw'imds' i^iltj^-tfae 
aiatty awaits hifli — tiiat> if he ♦* knOw/not 
od v^ and obey not the^ gosp^ » df ^oiir I^ml 
3SUS Christ, he shall . b^ punished' Wth 
reldasting destruction from ^e {n*6sende of 
DQ liO^d, and from the gtory of his power/' 
)& hovr 'fearful a thing to Ml into ^ the 
bn^s of the kTing-iGbd I To evefcy: soul «>f 
laniiwho faasnot been humbled beforeefakn, 
iiftvhasnot drawn nigh tO; tl^ throne of 
fitee by the blood of atoneibent, mr had 
Kliheart sprinkled by it from an evil cm- 
aiemce, God isa^ecmsumingfirei!' Ye»f sip- 
CTv the wrath o£ Qod is gone forth. / His 
iofaited law is pursuing ihee with its awful 
lusesj \ ' '■ Satan* is prepanog to eod&dnt llhee 
ritli his i accusations; .'Viengeanceismeady 
jfovortake thee. The swordof divine jus- 
fife iisilifilHDd tp'io istoiket the- fatEdribkAy: 



^.^i^lns 4eypt£a pr^y ; aaa ben,|¥^j^tp 5^ 

g(prs¥f6«» jnwt^* U moved from hpnea^kto 
mpet^iand dqypur thee, lo vai^WiIt j)^ 
^{ja^ib^siHrit in ifiat^ay seek support ir^jl^ , 
■m^v0^ ofHps mhfjch now beartt^eCjUj^ 
^naciMis ^ilt ■wiU strip thee of eVery j)W^ 
9^.^fe thee naked and defenceless _^t^- 
^re„t^t Gpd whose eyes are as ; a !^p^^ 
fX^J^., .^^Tiaieveribb tfcy present filings, 
^jjjthys" present hppes, confusion wili,,th^ 
Mverdieej^aadsh^mepverwhelmthee, .-^M^ 
^'tli.e;w[itence irreversible *{ Hasthe^V^u^ 
pronounced the unalterable doom'? Lpq^i 
the rainbow is yet in the heavens. The emr 
blem of (liviiie mercy still exhibits its ^h^er: 
ing radiance. Help is laid upon one that,ia 
wighty. "The Son of man is come tos^cR 
and to save tliat which waa lost." O revj(wT 
ing truth ! O glorious discovery of djyjM 
^if^ J ..Happy he, to whom the Spii:it'_pj 
-SX^f^ye'cont^s^Spiritoif conversion, IcadiDBC 
mmto a saving ^o.v^ed^e " of the only trW 
yM.jj^^CJeaus.Ci^-ist whom he hath seni.'l 
(^^^qffgbaJJ ilesh-^4,-<^P''™pt*d *^heir Vk^y^ 
%1*'9!^^.%^^^*'P"S" all ftK!. guilty iq ^ 
■^^t^.^dbypaiiM^.chiWireflofwrath; aufjij 
.^..i^^^^vp^.o^passio^ fuad.^naeECijesj 



kkt!, i-ath^r tban sinners sMijd' ijferi^^ 
thife hlifis of the fall, ''the Son df'im. 
Ham^ tti see'k and to Save' that whi6h'^S8 
lo^t." Wlien " there was none to help,^iS 
own arm bronght salvation." He boijt^^lf 
the heavens, and came on the wings of loW 
th rescue tlie helpleds race of Adam from'iTie 
misei'ies of their condition; to save them ft*^ 
fii'sljlood from the guilt and punishmentiOT 
their sins, to save thcni by his Spirit t^^m 
tk^ povVcr and pollution of them. In tH^ 
ch^acter of mediator he undertook,' tiji 
'^,Taise u|j oifi- mined tiibernacle which fe 
fSlieu down, and close' up the breaches 
thereof; to raise up its ruins, and bn'ild'K 
a^ in the daya of old." Withthiy view* lie 
appeared among nien an a Prophet to g'unj^ 
thfein into all truth, a Priest to expiater^'fl " 
nieir ofi'ences, and a King to subdue tn^lt ' 
lifeits to the obedience of faith ; and it^fii 
Ihe' accoiiiplishtnent of this most gcneroiii 
fS-Vand that constitutes the basis of th^ 
pi^esent peare and future safety. " Thd^e 
is now no condeirt nation to them which fti'e 
fti Christ Jesfis, who walk not after tb^ flc'sh, 
frat after the Spiiit." ' " Being justified l^ 
faith, tliey have peace with God through (jiiif 
Lord Jfesus Clrrist."' Though the tran^- 



^nable^Jte. penalty, by his o^v^ 

S^ death he has opened a saiictuai^yi^i^ 
h they are secure from the sword o^jf^r^ 
l^gpging wrath. Though they were cwr. 
.^^ed in siu and born in iniquity, he jb^ 
^l^m^ ^fountain for sin and for uncIeajEi|ies6» 
[^|i|r^icjh they wash and are clean^ Xh^ 
igfrit of Jesus having made them williqg i^ 
i.day of his power, they have fled for fef-i 
[^q to the hope set. before them ; and ha^Vr 
.ug beei^. made partakers of a divine nati}|Fe 
Ip^ligh faith in the appointed Saviour, th|&y 
.^^again restored U) a life of fellowship, wd 
ctjp^ynion with God. . , j 

.^^^ how infinitely dear to every child ^ 
mifi, should be the name of Jesus ! Wh^^t 
^^t^oundless grace an4 mercy induced^Uie 
Pll^ce of life to beqome a m^ of sorrpws 
,a^ acquainted with grief! He saw , the 
i^gqjjjty sons of men in their low estate ;.iu% 
eyi^ia^ected his heart, and with all the t^n^ 
•d^i:|tess of .pity and, affection he left his glp» 
•iggu^ thi^one, and came ^^ to seek and to 
savj^ that which was lost". "Where ^in 
l^^ded, grace did much more abound ;;' 
jto display his transcendant goodnes^ in. 
I^Igcoy^ry ai^clpyerlasting hi^ppiq^ss otlxk 



\ 



p^pSe, he 'came into the world to " ^tdl 
iW^^tn by the sacrifice of himself ;" by ^trf^ 
feri^^'the curse of the brflken law in "iH^ 
afinfeiTB stead ; by expiring in shame iiiiH 
tt¥t%re on a cross, that justice mig^t'TJ8 
glwified in the punishment oftransgressidB? 
agft^^K^rcy exalted in its pardon ! Consltfi^ 
ft'^as the Loi-d of glorv, the only-begottdH 
«f Wb Father, the heir of all things, tig 
fStiitbr of the -world, who for us men arfff 
(W'ttiri- saK'ation came down from Iieaveai', 
iiitt'Wks niade man, that he might make h^ 
Sbtti'*! offeriug for sin. Oh ! why kW 
etfe'tl^jf' !ove so slighted by those very cf^^ 
tures for whom he bled and died 1 ■ThitfK,^ 
^ itJrtless ones, how ye will answer tliat 
tefert'enqniry, 'Many good works diiS'f 
{(^orihJfbi' yoii, f6r-*hidfiijftHeitf dlii^Jfg 
hate me? For you I quitted my nftttVe 
heaven and all its glories ; for yon I tabl^i'- 
nacled in human flesh, and submitted wW 
succession of wants, reproaches, and iridi^-^ 
ilities ; for you I encountered thepowerfe^ 
darkness, and sunk under anguish 6i tiiiiitt 
dud extremity of bodily sufferings unnttdtf-? 
ble ; for you I lost the light of the ^riktii 
Countenance, and became a wiflirig ■Vi'ctffif 
<Sti the altar of the cross, that rettoiiciIia'tHm 



vuii^h; 'fory6Mt«ei(tthd)krttUlil^iti£V^ 
t^ttn^'cwtalate^td inx^ to iiU^e'^y/^i'^V^ 
feftt oi A free pardon, «^d tHei: u^6(A^SA[^ 
blewingti. of safvaticMi— -for irhidb^^' ttlp th^ 
ilbifigsl^as I an offence unto youl - Ah ! ^^dw 
i^Kadfalwikl their aceouot be, \rho tfi^tilft 
miy Hivolved in &e genend apostitttpc^ 
ikttr nature, but have rejected 'the ov etl lftW I 
li£hiercy again and again prefixed uponcfniS^ 
lice^ptanceaB their last, their bttlyh^pel^'B^ 
lOihrk — the gospel trumpet i^ still^souiid^ 
labour eai*8r. The Son of man is/y^'^tf^ 
ijtlajmed as having ^'come tose^k ^i^^ 
iivve that ^i?hich was lost/* "to thi^-Sft^P: 
bur^God still invites you to look. ';Tii^fl& 
Sarviour he still enjoins you. to trust)- "^& 
SitViour he still commands you tO'hdflK^''% 
181 the voice of friendship ; it is ^e 'iijfcfe W 
cdnsktience ; it is the voice of reason~'**^'lAfilH 
afid your soul shall live.'' . ..;a;iBuaj 

fu And is the Son of man *' comii 'tcr'^^lt 
aid to save that which was lo^t V^ ' -li^S^ 
truly awakened soul, in whose heail! a^ 'dlMfift 
tof its undone and mined condit ioiil fe ivre^ 
iiV'the Hbly Ghost, be encouraged^ -h 
iMad* rous^ to ^sBirtion/ • - Cohtrdis^g^ 

irar; iifietil, c^^HSt«te<^vnth tilted 

0^ 



j^jgf^A;!^ rash aid<^ayaar to ^till thy fem 
J^^jil^^Dg.cicmyictioob. ,Qh! resist^the wiv 

J^§){r! 4W>ugbt, . aad cl^m toliuit faithfid 
JHkyup^ (^ W<M*thy of all acceptaticm, tbat 
'f^Qj^i^ttyJi^ii^ came into the world to %k?^ 
j^H^^^^'! •, :Be it 80, that th j hieart is a mctf t 
.f^I^iiai^. Wlu'pkiea wast^; heM sOj thht 
^|pigii<^. carjoal) sold uuder sin, ^md thaet 
^BIp^Qss and weakness characterize .tfay 
ij^qj^ ^Ad condition— is it not revealed tfhat 
j^l9ij§ I^ upon, one that isjUdighty) .ujpdn 
ifqif^Plha^ is able tosaTe to the uttermost vdU 
^j^ti^me.untp God by him } that he offered 
^l^self a Trilling t^acrilice to purge away tK6 
jl^ligg , leprQsy of ^in, and. that he is the 
igf^^rfffth^l^i^ for righteousiiess toeveryiCM 
lij^ibelieiYethl P then . qijestioa not ilhe 
sufficiency of his merits distruii^ . jQOt tJie 
jfi^^>,of,jhi8 grace. The redeemed*, in 
:i^P9y have experienced the fulness c^i his 
^|^(5S»?ei5,8Ma4 Ipve^ their 

jg^^ ai¥iv^^***^ them white in the blood 
^^^lAmhi! mr are theye wanting mulfir 
' lesi^uij^irth; who fsan bear testimonyi tb ilB 
an4 cJeaJttsiBg ^ffic^cy . Cqfce thou 
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302 The object of Chris fs mission. 

also, and Bmke trial of his grace. At this 
very hour 1^^ wocIf^i^s.^f^ the cap- 

tives, and tWe dpeniiig oitthe prison to them 
that are bound." At this very hour he 
isswft thftt gri^ious jnyital^gB^ unto 

me, all ve that are weary and heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest. " At this very hour 
he solemnly affirigs, *AHfaj t^at cometh unto 
me I will in no wise cast out.'' Canst thou 
see thia overflQwkg'fouHt&in^toft^^gd^, 
filling every em^ty 's6\di and satisfying 
every thirsty soul, and still hesitate to ap- 
pirc^itt^h 1btUn? Beifencoura^^v r iT^ittiffili^ 
:tJ^^ Ivord jof this salvation a&Qt.-iiiTpi4h(ep 
ayQl cotailnuiiieated the glad ti^i)ig^3ilhftt 
4ii^pi^ ft 3ayiaur, which is CHf iat tjife I^mi. 
flTxcuii^e)© )i» ?eve^l^ the cons^b-t^^ytdiiwrtb, 
t^«/Hhe ^* of man ia Ciun^^ jf^ frfdito 
^vetlthdt vwhioh wlig lost" What^liftitite 
inferefijcel May the Spirit of jGodi wrefcfevao 
lelfefitiially^ Oft thy heaj*, that Ah^ijbstBOiiitt) 
♦beidi^ived may forpgi thy happ^ -j je^oWi^ 
liMSeeingv ! theii, *hat I Thaye .ftftt^^^j^^ 
-i?|-i^t H»?hich e^not i? .^owh^dwitjb^l^ 

4dWyitlto((»^;jDfTgje4C^,=^ li:^yi'j»llt4tn 
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Wi ^^ - 



''fHB SOURCE OP DIVINE GRACE: ' ' 

.•Ji.>i ?;ri. * j' . ' •. ■ , • . • ' - ■ 

t *' \ tli , ^' , . , ■ ^ ...*■■ t 

olLi J . i . v> • f JouN VII," ST. • ' • ^ • ' "■ ■ 

i IfifvnAf^mofm thirsty let kim come unt4i m^ 

^;m/>c':^ •■ , .. anddrink^ ■ ^'^IJ: 

'Tub Wisdom of Qod has dictated a rich varies 
4y iof images to set forth the dignity and cha^ 
^l^er^:^ the great Redeemer, and to illtiS'- 
U*at0th€i nature of his offices, and the opera^ 
tkMl'0£ bk grace. Not only is he proclain]^ 
itiider the high and majestic titles of ** Won-; 
xijsr&lf Counsellor, the mighty God,^ the 
evritiatting Father, the Prince of pead^;'' 
but at times he shines forth with li^ mildbr 
4tistrer and is represented as the Sun of. 
Ri^teonsfiiesB, or great Propliet of man- 
kikidv to enUghten their dark minds by his 
Word and Spirit; as an infsJli^le Phyjiician, 
or their great High Priest^ ta heal the^iis^ 
eases of the soul by making reooaciliattoa 
for the sins o^the people ;, as a spiritual Re- 



304 ^F%e3ourc0of4i^negr^e. 
fitter; wthe' great King of his cburcli, to 
sliBiJ'ije'the heart ■^Cr.t%!obedieuce qf faith, 
aiji^'purrfy^^^tp himself a peculiar p(^p!e, 
i!e^6nspf good, works. Of all the ijiefa- 
pHo^rs, ngTfqyer, adopted to pourtray.the 
escellfency of the Redeemer's character, 
an(J,the e^ceedtngj riches of hid grace» p'^r- 
liap^/rto sipgle . image conveys a more dls- 
tkict idea ofhrs abounding fulness; Uirtt-Utifr 
v6rea|;adaptatk)D to tean'aiiecessiti^si'ittfiQ 
thaJt of ^n inexhaustible fountain.^ fliijf 
ctmd^scendiflg ofthe SavioTar,,thjrt1iesfi8iii4 
de^rfbeTiiaiSelf b^ such a" figjuce.! ,'ag.a flbif 
hV irhquid invite 0)e access of slhtfsi^'^TO 
hiniself.^as the one true source of. atf'ipl^' 
Cuaj'ljl^n^,' in such encouragiog irfirqlr-^ 
" If any man thirst, iethimcoiiie Hifiic/^ft^ 

amt^riftk!"- :■ '^'^Hf^!^ 

: Vievf hhnas the. appointed smf^ck-^Fiiii^] 
the first, etttrauce of sin into thfe ^oH^^G^] 
had "•promised a spiritual ]>e]ivtrfei*;;^M' 
shouItfbrui^etheSerpent'shead. This eaHK' 
pi-omfed'waa confirmed to the Patriarchs hf 
occasl^al renejvals, and.gradually niaife^ 
cleat^h ^"dleai-er by types and prOpK^-^ 
ciesiaM^erth^Iegal disj^finsfttion. At lerigflt 
th^'^ubesETtrf ^f tiatne for Christ to.be' 
mttoifeile'fi'^ ih'tfe-^sli,- "And God sent 



The ^ource of. divine ffri^^ P^g 

fq^h ihis^on made of a woman, made ,i^^ 
d^ the Law, to redeem them tliat wpre 
u;ofl9r the Law." And because he shpiiH 
saj(^ his people from their sins, not onl^ 
was he named Jesus by the angel hefiane 
hiSjbivth, but at the time of his pub/j^^ 
eulxy OD his ministry he was actually coni^e- 
cfj^tpd, and externally instituted, to tw^ 
beiffgn office by the descent of the Holy, 
S^ifit, and the accompanying proclamatiop. 
fyppjil heaven, " This is my beloved Son ift 
w^^q^^ I am well pleased." God havitig;, 
tflii^ *' set forth his Son to be a propitiatioff^ 
though faith in his blood, that he might b^ 
just, and the Justifier of him that bclievet(i| 
in Jesus," " exalted him with his rig^lit, 
hac^d to be a Prince and a Saviour" to ^1) 
generations. To this Saviour he has cppi- 
mitted tlie dispensation of the Spirit; and, to 
him,, as the Head of the whole church, and , 
th^ alone Saviour of every individual mceLT | 
bea^ofit, he bids mankind to look. He,ha^^ 
acinounced that his " manifold grace" is 
eatablislied and displayed by covenant ij:^^, 
Cljrist Jesus, and that in him as living* 
dying, risiug, reigning, and interceding iijj 
tn^e behalf of sinners, ail must trust. "Be-i, 
Ij^d, I lay ia Zion a chief-cor|ftc 5^0^*^ 
'" '" 2^2 "' ' ■' 



^»i(st:b<fi6ave|^<vi'^vt.^' tbilf; i»(tbejwittio^ttfe 
^^efijth«^e\w!ry -one whicbJ^cetli tWSon 
(fu^ btiwv(etli| oaxWm, ;»hp¥WfibaT0iI*vte»- 

iS^(Wlr»«iUjpftn j^aiftfe, if ho w#re:j^ripfcii<iiE»t 



}iibl^JK«k^(iii«itfafit ls-Mmghty;Vntip<iri^>i»iMe 
iif't^hoit ik )abW >itbr/ »flve<' td the'! tittefyibilt 

flU rthat>:doMr«UltQ :6bd: by MttlV^H |j|^ 
one who can impart suitable 9v^pli^^%( 

-^dy^^ Mtidlelf to'^bte' ^h»ita io ter^i^ih 

>effbHif'<:tfth'e%0rM;>t^#tehfahd^^4^^ 

1 8plrii<(i«JdArSiff GKJd'thJ> Sa«io«H' ' who'^ys 

itrkisdi«l/up all tby ^upplieji 'of gMil^i^ifil^ 

v6ftflB>w!»ddi«refi4nt Head!' 'Thy 'Kfy ^^Md 

)wtifc-€|hfisr iw God; tllkt it ttla|^JinM iMJ^r 

iib<^^^oB^)toUh« &tai assiaftlts >^thfi^mit 

tnkvthut^ riiMi '* \vhea'hi^'v<r)yoils tl&ym^^l 

-app^n tM^d' shalt tbMt' also-alp^i^ Wish 

hifllfUtf'gkrry.''' Itis thytirivll^^JtiJ'lje 

*^><pptsferved!itt €hi^' Je^V" •♦ feetit bythe 

i JMy«mt^ of>Gbd throag4rfafth tihto !slil vktidJi /' ' 

>* «^I ' will ife^tWAh* thee^to >rtie;' '' -firty « itlhy »lWd , 

- V ft)^>ettep;' ' • - Obsei'W it ■ i» (aa» ti^i&g0}tible 

mniofii <Mhioh' ««!iiiw^ - Ii<fii»'W6r.i'dis^J<l«an 

destroy ; for he has made " {^^vwiUwtitlg 

covea^t'wfth^ftbe^i-' itdf <f(»iihi«4X^fty>^om 



3^, TJie source <if4iMv^M'^^ 
tl^Wi'tOrdo thee good." ,;.^|iO};g^,.rfh£([)j 
cpylcl^t not endure one hour in Uiy fiyf^\ 
strength, yet he ahideth ever, and hatl)^aij._ 
gaged h;n:;se|f to put his fear into thy lieai^j 
that thou shalt not depart from hinj. 4^^^ 
member of his body, thou must be witU thj^ 
acalted Head ; and till he comeagain tp rej-j 
ceive thee to himself, dwell with thankjEj;^I-| 
ne»s and joy of heart upon that precioua^ 
promise, tJiat " he that keepeth Israel y^m\ 
neither slumber nor sleep ;" that "thelijfjj. 
is thy shade upon thy right hand, so,t|ia|., 
the sun shall not smite thee by day, nOr;thfli 
moop by night ; tliat the Lord shall preseuve 
thee from all evil, that the Lord shall ,pce,T,, 

•f!re%.8H-'' • .: ^ :, : .i,,;,..,!™ 
l,Bpt^f,thp.beUever be ftqs tow-iiiL^fi, 
p5Hing;»B,Jesiis,.tht mBifMs^ov^^Yjmfi 
9W»»,W(Aa ,foMj at the ^elf-rightmng.jjji^j, 
fe^iPf, ij^w, poa'^'i'M ?«''• HSW; pf M^fii^ , 
y(j(B^hi»f»s, pie^uijies tg JiC't ftt liQUgli^j (jifg., 
e)(SBn»l^i|Ji3el^,pf,theI?atKer,!%(ta?jl' 
to himself the hqiwr, ijvhifjfc fce^^.^^i[^ 



TTik 'it>vr'ce ofiUviAi gi-^. 3Dtf 
th^' {■'at^f' hath sealM'! He may ifi^lE 
himself as secure as ifhe had entered into a 
ccfvenant with death and the grave, but lo ! 
the wrath of God wit! eventually break ia^ 
upon him lilic an overwhelming torrent, arid 
sweep away his refuge of lies, andoVerite'rt" 
his hiding-place. Is it not written, "Cursed ' 
is ever)' one tliat continueth not in all things 
W^tten in the book of the law to do thelttrl'* 
Does not he who breaks one article io ati 
cbvenajit, preclude himself from thebenefiff^' 
cdbsequent npon the fulfilment of its stipii-'' 
lafed conditions f And have not all sinned; 
and' come short of the glory of God '? R^^^ 
jectnot,then, the counsel of God against thy' 
own soul : but henceforth kiss the Son iii 
token of thy cordial subjection to him, and 
dependence on his work and merits. ' Bdi 
assured there is no remedy but the blood tjf- 
the cross, nothing that can give life or se- 
curejt,'btiti ctiidified Savitmr. ; -"Hftiftikl 
hath't^e Sdii'hath life, imd h6 thtitlikth'^bt 
thie'^oi'ofOba, hafh^itofc'Kfe." " ■ ''J^auil 01 
Ak'CHnst 'is tfie appointed Stoiii^ce, ■fi#9i' 

tKe ' AttteF'tiM'Tifiito'^Htfrite 'olPiftAm 
dw^." iHe^fi it)f btily^'^* W«id'!c?r6t all 



ihwe^ tokiB churchV^ Imth^ f^filleth idLk^ 
4Uf'f < There is no want inrany.of QisijeMS&^ 
tures^ hf4 there is a suitable and bonicspood 
denifiilneHs in him foritd supplyrf a^fhUiesB 
ojf %ht,to dispel their darkness^ a iulfiesjsiof 
a9#iut:to expiate their guilt, a fuhi^e^ (rf 
jgfai^.to subdue their ODrruptions, «. .fiihi^asi 
of-^raogth ; to render them victovioitt^iii'ie^ 
eyery.€iiemy- Whetherthey meed wisdsM^ 
or r^^eousness, or sanettficatioiiv €^ jeoi»H 
plete redemption, he of Gfod is madfei^alt 
^bifi t^tOrthm* . His " riches jaretuueaf'th- 
^pby/.:fiiUy adequate to meist ereiy wairt 
of: every, creature under hetiwn, . They 
^e. trpasured up in hio^^ not as iJ^hfcjAUtA 
If^fnp, whichi whatever be its difidten^ii^^ 
ipipt yieldi . to the waste of use and Awiei 
.fajiujtast light in the sun, ever UBimpaired and 
luuliminished, as able to enlighteiv and^itoi 
warm to-day as at its first formation^; not la 
ityHt^r in a reservoir, which, however capwi^ 
01^ .must be limited in its; supply,^ bttt ta* 
w^r iu a fountain, ever livings eveir:flowlH 
in|;.|n^ plenteous streama. . . ■: <r. 

^uph is th^ fulneBs of toerii andTiitiieiB 
C^f79t Jesu9. . Having . tjbboagh :hir> t)b«dJH 
enc^ untQ deat^i^f^i^d th^4lvjma]aw^.teid 
satisfied the divine justictei i he can< impart 




iQi^toi4il^fiiidffiil«^eo{)l^ MpneiUM^^h 

tktto«tteniiO0b ii#tiiftl miair itnto Gtisi^ lif 

-iifl«Kefrer^-wi«r -the alliguffkSia^'-df hiik 
^Bpwh(nti>thyt teeip Is litid, atid t^buk&i^ 
iloiiBiii^^ iHibelieviug heart Hi^'ao'miiA Ii^' 

efaOMBM tlidigoidd paa-tj and it shttit ii«;Yek^%(i 
take* im&Y'ftom thee. UUkiAd '^^ 'js* tH€ 

edld^asigithi^tilttte in ^^hich it^h^ <»t^hitt^ 
«f)^«o n«tiV« ban-ennestt kMW de^fc^' ity'M 
-ww«iy>ciriihsh«H Aip it. Thtere' i^'diie'HfM 
wattohfea o««f it f«f gctod'f and hfe^atitf; 
tlioiigiti unseeo,' ^ill <so «ch6H^ iiidi<i)iM^ 
it, as to rear it in dfei^ite of e^iyl itioUe^ 
;aiie«c5ii o^'fliliRttioii br sea^, t!iR it'ist^'^pe 
WbsitrauuipUq^ted'into «h«r4^araidiS^ ^f^ Gtiil . 
Ifif«hottJirt!airnitied td'tli<»t{M«fiOdd^' ^s'^i 
miMfibemiK&lai^bfAl^^of fefe^fl^shv'ftMf-jfirs 



-i«rif»(}diiIttH8ii«M tuicQmihMiiliB4iaib (he 

everlasting covenant ; the fulness of '^jstlkt 

1^ KO)iwr»MM0uiit]% tfh}«U4svkslsft(fif| up 

q^oibihtfihfitU f^pfii^m*^) Thgitfly^il— Iw 

{mi^axi;K\^ff ^^^gthea<«)i«^ ^«f{^ ^hUM; 
^vQPtnfpirti ajMl Mp the W/^^k^JtlSfidifaMllO 
. miig« #p.4b«m .tbat &Uv mtk %»ll)i^^^ 
•jJpw*iiSal%n:;under.th^ feetijl,'.! Q^})ll^ 
iip1^/ji«pi}Si'«;i^ thou jjbalv find j^is^^Pl^ 

ijw^perfefit, in thy; we&lM»^..ij ?Jiftiittd|r 

>#il^i9!^li.be4e^troye4'. ,>TI^!^fiijiW£4i^ 

,<^l,iji\($fit, Miith. atlequatei wpfiii^'io dCW 

.{ll0^(«drjer§itytiQjthe hQUi?of4«»iMtpif4it 

.^;9m^»)lt»M <jhQ;pOw«C9>of>«iMl9}es^iBi 
ygjra^lble.iftirpuw^tftjwe^ ibiSfifti% ^m^ 




<%)e0>r's soAS<i«lHy /W^u^iaA ^i^iMPHllf 
^,^|(«u)fitltiM>WSOUJl^>hi|^i!\SiAtRul|i«tod|t^ 



i9iitammAl$>it& ^^f^ *<) kiitf f<M> db)i*rdMM« ! 

wd w day ^niyfejr t»f)iiMi(}i|D[»i and (M:bd»>iW<p^ 
oKdHB atfbnd«B;^tetbetla|^<if Hi»fl«Ui p«^ 

flMiltiiliMid (hotidfed tlieM^ T^tb^llitttt frtetMl- 

!i^l|ief had ttScexided 'otl> high >iiiMt''illt- 
i|iti*r«d<^ {^<!t8^ for ' the reb6^uM)'ig^i4it* 
and^^-ferghreness of shiB^ f^^EMMrf* 
'iiidttf^s, adttkerersjefffi^mitiatejalll-, 
TffiHk of ^1$|fiMiseIves wHh madkiiidvthliA^,' 
^4i9¥e«lbfli,< I dnibkarjia, revil6i«, - e^tm^Mm- 
^itviltMtitei lidviiig' ii<H-d' » istiil fll^Mtfl. 

<3mm!^ «fihi»^^AtoiSfng<bhM»dV'^d!«^^e 
^JUV' of ijoar^od. <<«^<Ib te 'olittijjf^. 

WdttkiAIf ^fe«a^^'««M ^iMtilMdr >" HiPMik 

2d 



314 J%0^Dtt»«^^«<^&i»^^^l 

with pity from his -AJtitfted' thro^?''%Sli<l 
8tM*thio^^ forth thfe sb^pti^ <iFi^8= WkQi 
to ^(ionrage the«^,< irad^bppe^ifi^'HM^flft 
^Vferlasfinff anns ij( hh' inettv'^''T^^h 



^Vferlasfing anus of his' ineffey 
theei Hear ■ hiw -l^oclaimiii^.'^n 
of tfeftdertst sylriftothy, " Cttiife- %ifc6' <^i 
^ilye thtit kb^r^ndbi^ h«aVjf 'liito^^^iiH 
I ^nill' giTe ybvi rest." O *e6«ten WWb 
iiWitiiig Voice of 'Divine"%v6,'"aiid'4ijVw 
trust <in 'this almighty «iid'^^o£fibJissioBil^ 
.SaViWir. ■ 'He 'will iitfp«rt'li^y*«Mft' i(E 
ilrfdhteildi t6 thy^ul. He wiH'jSHrtMtCl ' 
hahd-^^rittAg that is agaitisi 4:hee^^'^^|^! 
pfetce-^d thy 'troubled cott8cietfi*e?,^™3pi«fe 
piat-e thee foit the pure mfiinSions ^'Ai^TOi 
ther'd hmi^e in heaven. HeMril)W><'^lfi^ 
at^dantly abore all that thotif byi^^^# 
think}' and makfe grace for gtiice, oittt'^iftt 
Rklneis,- the theme of thy adttrin^^fti^il tt 
'tfll 'eternity."' •• •• ■-*'-^ '•'•' yj-'W feiil 
> 'ThatTidtfe miily Entertain ji-dotiiA of tftfeSt 
Htekkwritf^ to ' Christ; he fertiifef itepMe^ 

4«tfH''thitstf 1^ Wik tae^'tibti^'' iil'^*4 
.<WWk>'''' ^n*^H«"W«* Wf siMb^i 



^^v. is.thcure. not a vibrating «horc|,r¥l^ 
yf}f£re1.. "Tlie Spirit and the ^E^e 4«|yf 
0f^e: And let liim that hearcthsayvGkwne: 
^(1 let hiiu that is athirst come : And whoi 
soever will, let him take tlie water of- Jife 
frpely." O what glorious tidings are thesu 
^9 ,svich as thirst for the Uving Gk>d, ami tke 
unsearchable riclies of his grace iu -ChiiBt 
^^us! "By the grace of God he tastecj 
deat}i for every iiiau;"aDd thufiit is.writT 
t^)i,.. "that repeutauce and remissioa. of 
Sfi^E should be preached in liis uame.amoiig 
a^l nations ;" for "there is no. di^^eace 
between the Jew and the Greek:- for the 
sapieLnrd over all is rich unto all .that call 
uppn him." Yes, in whatever clime the 
glorious orb of day sheds his enlifi-eBing 
beams on tlie haunts of men, therethe ppKp-* 
l^f^pi^s^ .^aviour wouid have the- gospej 
,9^ t^l^ igrfLce, proclaimed , and the- heralds < of 
his m«'Cy to trader the unlimited- 4avita- 
^f'u" Uo, every one 4hat thiffltett, come 
ve/jtQ.jthe vratera." The g>eat 80^^ce gi" 
1^^ a^d healing is op^ 4. all times, tm.d 
jt^ithuj^ can, obstruct thei a^cessv of isinpers 
im^ jt|i«:^r own iii4if%wce! -^ avera^^^ 
yniif^iinjiff ed,. niulUow dra'wi, nepjv 



,|iisj:ight;Jband, thrpugh yfinmii^h^'f^m 

4eU^4|i»,Iwp been reftcl}u?d.for^ttQ<^^l^«lfi 
fioqifort, a(id to uphQl4-4ie|niK^t|s¥)I«>ftP9@9 
tl^irpugh.life. SpeU^.t^Bfl^hop^^flSfP/^ 
^hou8i^p4, ;apd th9u?ftfl4ft)?fito^S,^^l%i^ 

i-^ng^ :^hvovgh,th« i rw^m MAhP ^^ism^i 

th6iiy^gii^in,itis (awob)qo4<.uQNwiy%fti»»ife 
Jo |h«. glory. ^ ,Noti^ thej-.c^^ftSdicift ^^[p^ 

fjftSl ea99iuj«gi^>oi»^ aWth^i*ft.JSPf^(fiS» 

tftPWefeSt Pf/% <i^o^,>i PWvte J»»4d^ 




SaS 





fma»y ilial^itfttf 118111 ^'^lier.V^'^J^M ^ 
¥immkrfiirHllt^ind'he1ie'm\iAht^&iY^m 

Jesus, 

fi!i^f,^H^'m ^^h'^mktm ^iu^^'^i^^.. 

2 D2 




318 The sautce ofditine graci. 

Jlemember, Jesus is not a High Prtest who 

, cannot be touched with a feeling of thy in* 

ffirmities. ^^iti& )\4istt k- &R \^ Hendeniess. 

His bowels are foil of love. The poor and 

gracious declaration is, ^^ Him that cometh 
unto me I will in n[0 wise cast out. ' * O come, 
drink, and thti'st im mora for ever. 

•O'lq fci j{ -j;!') = ;? ?!')■[• jn*.^; si?a feuo 

•I9Yt>7f0ll JuH ,< .:..'.: 'I J'1 f'V; iZO Iffj^if fefi 

atblo^uliiiJi:^ -JH^'^ > ii ^'* {^^^' oidnulBY 
.slil fcirii 10 yin >i»Ai ) '-i.* '-;;-rc w) 7I110 Ji M 

-gOq feilOi rli^'UHH a.- * ' V^MItiJ.jlo 8fe9n 

jjixibicU Oil « Ku^rr-.t^'Ji;^ .^«i ^ i-iiioq oa losaoi^ 
lol Y^J28ciOOon ijvbi^i^cih jii i ?2^fliqq£ii 
-labaii oxit nohii *:i •:ir..K:': ; J^^^utI bitD aiilj 
T^Iao ion ^tj^cjn oiu vs-ub Jud ,^nibaBi^ 
89T0ia oiii ii)iw gjhliioiii JA):TOiii oil) rioiino 
bnB eX^iioflca bjiifl //hjiixxj Jird ^yriqogolidq I0 
B* iuoriiiv/ Jldi flBia ei 10/x .Luos oili avBfs 
9riT .^ingBsiJ ddfioiitedai eidj lo oe^imoiq 




oil// i^sh^ rfj^H £ ioa ?i su^^l* .i^dmoms JI 
boB -looq ariT .sv o! io Jl iVi 07.c frA37/o(i siH 

^// thy children shall be taught of the Lord^ 

Knowledge is an acquisition of such vari- 
ous use and application, that it is prb^ 
nounced by Solomon ** to excel folly as far 
as light excelleth darkness." But however 
valuable may be this noble quality of the 
mind, and however extensive its measure', 
if it only embrace the concerns of this life, 
and extend not its range to the great busi- 
ness of eternity, it can impart to its pos- 
))e88or no permanent satisfaction, no abiding 
happiness. The knowledge necessary fof 
this end must not only enlighten the under-- 
standing, but change the heart ; not only 
enrich the mental faculties with the stareft 
of philosophy , but justify, and sanctify, and 
^save the soul. Nor is inan teft withptft i 
ipromisief.of this inestimable tfrasure. - ThI 



tUi'iiM^rli^ i^iter8;>tt»>a^idd>fi<lt &ti^^ 

ipt»kk<^ot ^rttoftf things, abd')cf&^ )#^ 

itf ititanmrle^s -pM^geft of the H^A^^M:^^ 
iC^ ^httt&H no nnage uad^ iAMi^^im 
MibiW) Btlserjf ' b more- fteqvitMf 4^iii<f 
^leii iHitn Uiat of bt^idheM md^jii^^itnM^ 

^M^h i^ d^ignated tke' prmee dii'd^M^n^^ 
-^^ t^iUih Mluikf ^« 7?i^ru2s<»f iflieb-'^i^V 
b«tib«i> itoe^ «&d all the work» <^kaf 4ijl> 
dtiateiiterii(ied ag the m^W<^ 4ii^M^ 
HineeilftLthe in<tt-6^einphafi^<lEU^a^'^8^ 
pfe«iy(^i^ ^ ai«: 8<iid W« Wait'for«iB^»' 
bm^betM^M obdettritjf, for br%htftbB«i {i>ut^Mil 
ivi(Ik^4ii<^»rkaB8s;l!OgrO]^ ft^'4h«^'t^,„IDfi 
ftke ^h^ Uitfdwaad fi& grO|>efl8'ir^W(iJ^ 
i^%ybi'' ? How etidient tW» th^siltW]^ 
msfe'^kddiv^li not tli<e^tkfflgs^«ff^ <^ej^W« 
MR>(I>I^ ^h)il^««pb<the[^«ti^t!h^l^ 
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white raiineat, that they might be (;lptli«,'ifl 
ftt^-i^ye-sjrtW/that they raiglit see^" ' So 
%«)iW«*PiI'at-e the divine counsels for tlieir 
FM^fiption, th'At the angels look into ap3 
a^it«them; but alas! there is a clauid 
ip'read Ovfer tfilth by ignorance and errorv 
irtiile passion, pride, and iuteiest, with 
etJier corrupt tendencies of a fallen nati^ve,!; 
so- obscure their organs of vision, that they, 
HVeio a land of ahadowa. Intent on theif, 
derersl'pursuits of gain, or of pleasure, th^y 
neither see with their eyes, nor hear witl^ 
thtjir care, nor understand with th^ir K^pt^,. 
Gh HchY dark is the huqian mjod}.li()W, 
UHt^nsible to the thhigs which go pr^-erof*. 
DeAtly con'cern it! But what .a .ble^sij)^ 
uiitfer these circumstances is' the prott(is^, 0)S 
divine! t^ching! anf] how coudeac^ntucfg i^ 
Gtid to becotiie itia'n's instructor. • Cqii|i^ 
thft Creator with" the creature, s^nij . thett 
aitwieive' how the High and L^fty pni^ 
*h^ inhabits eternity must stoop, whe^ jh^ 
dt^giis to' teach those whose fouadatit^Js,^. 
^ dnst, and whose exjst^ce is of ye^r-t 
d^., Iii him there is an'i(Bsembtag^ o{ ail 
pisslUe perfections^ unsearchable Wisdopip^ 
inS^fe p0w6r, inflexible jusiicel inyiolfibliE; 
trtjth, boundless' mercv, e^s^i^al^dnesfti 
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a(^3'^WrioU8 holiness— in his creatun^^t^^rQ 

l^.iiii union tx)0, but alas! it is {in: piuoj(^,pf 

Mipraiice, depravity, polliiti<;m, ^d,relp|(4-. 

mAt. " How great then is the condescepgicft 

dtofSd'in undertaking tobetheir^id&.Afjd 

hi^Hfctor ! If the wonders of cre^ioii;(y|» 

ffrt"the mind with astonishment j, if ; jtlw 

b^^titigs of nature have power to cl^aicin, itj*^ 

^jii^'ifittst not admire and adore, the.iq^^fjf 

^t-ijjife 6i\iie idl-gloriqus Jehovah in jh(qwi|i^ 

t^^'^dii^eJit's, ^ itwere, and comiqg dqw,|t 

t!a V^a^^ WansgresBors his;way, thatsijuje^^ 

rtiiy'bp.ebhVerted unto him! How flfito^ 

rffehing"tfl^b is hia patience in thi«i ^Yfirjii^ 

CbBi][>as^oQatiug our infirmities he giy^ 

liti'e uprtn line, and precept upon precep|:j, 

fli^re a little, and there a little, with uqfi 

■ii^earied attention and affectionatesolicitudfiy 

^telti oh ! how slow is man to learn, and whj^ 

frtgi-atitude, what impatience, what untepcl^ 

ableheSs does he manifest, yea, what liard- 

thougiits of his heavenly Instructor is,}*(|. 

nttt guilty of! Now contemplate the divii^ 

condescension displayed in bearing wit|b, 

Siith' waywardness. Is it not amazing fi -t^ 

itilfltenoiigli to extort from every tonglHg 

the'burst of devout admiration, "^'^hoj^ 

hlce unto the Lord our God V 
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^ , But if maa iieeds instoictkiii^ loid^ God 
fBaqdescend^ to bepoBM hit 1jefichar9.«BiriiBt 

.i^i^e^ «ad ^ect his bene^Qlmi.puifMiBS-) 
«V. AU^ acriptiu^ is given rj>y. iospjlpaitimjiftf 
,C2qc)^ ^aiid is piiofitobk for doctjri^0» Jbrit- 
^jwoo^ for correctioii^ for iastnictioQ ia riglit- 
^uwesa^' ' . J ^^ .Wh^i;9oev)eF.thiiig«i wenc^iBa^ 
jbi^ idfbretime/viere writtai for 6ar> leuno^, 
ibal; Ve i throyigh . patieuce, and icomfort iMf 
^t}|^ acriptiire3> might have hope^f!' ; Ajai&t 
^Uie surrounding; gloom, then^ maiL is bnre 
ppovidj^d ^ith ^^a lamp, to his feet, -mMIa 
^^bttQ his path/ V. Unable to vdiscavftr^iby 
.jhe li^t of reason, alone what is Aeeenaiy 
(^j: him to know concerning God Hud bim- 
j^y ,be 19 herelamished w^th a Jankphthioh 
can dissipate the dark clouds tiM^;iifaAOg 
ijfwx the past^apd revenl, to his. astotaidh^ 
jj^ght.lihe wpi»ders of future,frge$.v rJlieie 
/ixelyjOrftcIes give^sp maj^tic,: attd afl;|he 
,>im^e, iii»§ ySQ /S^ii^ble .a . characterifirf) Ae 
^lei|^^,jn< respect of hisnatureandg^ainMms 
Wosrk^ of creation itnd/ redempiUo)!^ MjlttfiU 
ihe ff0^1 ]with.adwi»ug :thoj]ghlti^ofi)kh4.b^ 
:!^ ;of; ]bi? hol^nosg, ,; They declMe fJlt^fHin 
j^ sc|^ate4i9Htn,&om h)» Mft)ce£ii|iwicl»* 
I^uce4t^^^i^ 



•«%fea0CMi^|Gbd liiMii9)|iliiftilecl{b9Ckilbl[«9r 

.jwiiljijlriiiil «}^<rfidbli^er)offeie»tiftk(|[fei«tfe 

atilf m tlwugrQrioAf i«Hhi%tH»ip«tfd'edl%ll^ 
mUht 4tt^tetfesiAKdudli ^''Vr«fae^4^>^6n^t 

2e 
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is the ctmdemiatum^ that light^is come into 
the worlds and men love darkness ratheF 
than light because their deeds are evil/.' 
What an aggraviation of their ^guik, as well 
as evidenceof their sin, to disregard whatk 
so emphatically areoeldtion of God to manl 
^^ Whoso des|>iseth the .word shall be dier 
stroyed/* i ,: . u 

But let the mind tarn from this painfid 
reflection, and think how many blind ^y^ 
have been opened, how many immortal ^spi^^ 
rits made wise unto salvation,: by the holy 
Scriptures. And oh ! how swee^ are^tliair 
instructions still to a bewildered soul. How 
delightful to sit and learn the way of duty 
and haj^^iness, and to meditate on the iavir 
sible realities of the eternal world* Hovr 
consolatory to read upon what terms the di- 
vine Kfe^ image,^ and gloiy may he regtiined^ 
and the sinner reconciled to his offended 
Maker. How ' cheering to consult the . <?d* 
venaht of redemption and grace, add t6 
tface its rich proiiiises and invitations tf 
the jpooi*, the wfeary, and the hrokj^iir 
heartfedl.' Happy the .man who cm iBSkf 
wtli^ the Psalmist, ^VO how Jt love thy* jaw^) 
?t*4* trty tteditetibi^ lUwt 
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sweeter than honey to my mouth. The law 
of thy mouth is dearer unto me than thou^ 
sands of gold and silvei-. I have more un^ 
derstandiiig than my teachers, for thy tes-^ 
timonies are my study !" O Christian, prize 
this source of divine light and knowledge. 
Think how its sacred streams have enriched 
and fertilized the waste plac^ of the earth . 
Think how they have cleansed thy own^ 
heart, and revived thy drooping spirit* O 
then search th^ scriptures, that thou may est 
discover more and more of the rich vein of 
hea;ven]y wisdom contained in them, a^d be^ 
thoroughly furnished unto all good works. 
And that thy diligence may be crowned 
with full sticcess, add prayer to industry. 
Priy fo^ divine illumination. '* Holy men 
of old spake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost ; '' and if thou wouldst compre- 
hend the word of God, thou must have the 
explanation of God. 

When God condescends to teach effec- 
tually, he does not confine himself to the 
externail instructions of the written word^ 
but superadds the internal Kght and gui- 
dance of his Holy Spirit. Hence the great > 
Head of the church says, ^*^^No man can come • 
unto me except the Father,, which hath ^p^ 
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me, draw him." Hence h^ himself evened 
the understanding pf his disciples th^-t they 
might understand the Scriptures, and. pro- 
mised them, that " when the Spirit of trqlh 
should come, he would guide them into all 
truth." Hence David prayed, "Open thou 
mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous 
things out of thy law. . Make me to und,er- 
stand the way of thy precepts, so shall I talk 
of thy wondrous works." , ThougK the 
Scriptures be the oracles of the Hying God, 
man can no more understand them to the. 
saving of the soul, without the teaching of 
the Spirit, than he can ascertain the,tu]9e 
ufthe day' from the face of the suu-dial,. 
when the heavens are oversp>-ead with one 
unbroken cloud. The g(»pej is a bright 
and glorious light, but man's blindn^^ pre-^- 
vents him from enjoying it. "The light 
shioethin darkness, and the darkness com-' 
Pfehendeth it not." Blind are rich and^ 
poor, learned and unlearned, priest and. 
people, tilt Giod commands the light. to shine'' 
into. the dark recpsses of the heart, de-/ 
thrones sense from its seat in the affections, 
and brings it into subjection to faith and, 
enlighliiDfetf "reasQD. When however the"^ 
Spn-ft-T^'^tireildiit froni on high, as a Spi- ' 
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rit of wisdpm and understandiBg, he re- 
tooyei'tKp v^^^ darlmess whicft^huHg ^over 
ttie/'npind, counteracts the prejudices and 
self-sufficiency superinduced by sin, sdf> 
Satan, and the world, and imparts such a 
holy laste^ such an unction from aliove, such 
a splritiial discernment, th^t they who re- 
ceive the gift^ when speaking of the thing^ 
of ^he Spirit of God which the natural man 
receiveth not, neither knoweth, can say with 
the ^Ajfoistle, "What our eyes have seen^ 
aind'oiif ears have hearct, and ouj: hands^ 
have hiandled^ of the Word of life, the same 
wJ^ declare unto you/' ^ 

Ohow happy are they who are endued; 
With wisdom from above^ enahling theip to. 
discern things hidden from the carnal eye^ 
aiid guidiijg them in the way to heaven t 
Whil^bther^^relyingupon their own strength , 
aii^d wisdom, are wearying themselves witH , 
unsuccessful efforts and endless disappoint- 
ments^ they enjoy a peace which passeth alt 
understandmffr founded on the sure word of 
proi?iise (hat they shall be guided into all 
truth, and made wise unto salvation. 'JThe ^ 
nien of the world may far surpass them in alk 
the advantages which talent, learn^ng^ ^^ 
books can impart, but it is their privilege" t<ib\. 
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kwriti hf rblessed ejtperieACe, /thtt the>Likd 

of heaven aud earth. reveals to tfaenv wfaatibe 

.hides from the wise and pirudeiit^ . Say ^ Chids- 

tiaii^i has not that condeso^ding Instmotor 

-who dwells in- heaven, taught thee lessons 

both of wisdom and of love? ; Has. he not 

dispelled the darkness that suirounded thee, 

and by his blessed Spirit diffused. heavenly 

light through thy whole soul:'! Has ho not 

produced and cherished in thy heart those 

graces of the Spirit^ repentimce^ faithi hope, 

love, and joy 1 Canst thiatumpt jst^r, Once 

I was diarkness^ but nowy throughifinh mer- 

fcy, I am light in the liord.l 'oHe whocoih- 

manded the light ;ta shine out of darkness^ 

i has condescended to shiaet into oay: heatt, 

, and op^jded toi me ai view »f imy o^wn oha- 

racteTi of jthe evil of sin^ ofthe stuitableness 

and ali'-suffieieiney of Jesus,! of the bea'uties 

^f holiness^ and of the glory to be lidvealed. 

'.Once I was my own comfortervbutiin.the 

day <rf: his' power conviction ^seused my 

guilty spirit, aiod being pHtkedih juiy heart 

1 was ready to ask, A^, Men and Inretiif en, 

what^hall I dol- Thjo discovery of truth 

and ol the way of salvation was allfUF^ con- 

cern^ and all my desire. Feeling. niy< own 

ignorance^ and solicitous ^jfop. \dii^ection^ I 



.k8k4d>iHs>ii)biix>£liim iffho ^vethltcriiU'/itieii 

clibBniiUy^aiid upbbaideth not^ and< at" i^igth 

^grai(^ led tue> in itrkpipli to the lulneds', * the 

imeiit% . and ' the peWer of the Lord' J^biis. 

< Prostrate^ at /the foot of his cpo6» f ceiifesBed 

:my siosy Jmplored hisi merely beheld my 

. SaYiour^ wept, iifgoiced,! renouHci^d > the 

yrorldy a2id irith €aTp:est looks and' sincere 

• desii^es exclaimed, ^ * Lordv ^bat' wilto ihou 

bate me to do 'J'' Such^ Ghristia»., is a 

sketch) of the .way in whichj thou hast been 

4ed. The process may vary^ in diffei^nt 

indi vidnais, but such, for the most : part/ af e 

the o^tUneiB of the work of grace as 'carried 

xmin/lhe heart. And whose agency .pro- 

doced the glorious change •% Whoi shewed 

thee the path of life! Who enlightened, 

;^ quickened, comforted^, and sanctified/ thy 

■^ soul l> ■' Wbo ' but the eternal Spirit I » ^es, 

it is^He that scatters the. clouds' that be- 

nightedw the. understandings that convinces 

vthe sinner of the error of his • ways, vthat 

.'lays the burden of his^^sius^ upon[4ii^^Gon- 

. scidice, that speaks peace to bft troubled 

r mind /by discovering the rigUteoosness • of 

- the Lord Jesus Christ,, that nsvealsthfe iw<on- 

. ders x:ontained' in the l^w^ and ithe divine 

; glory that shines in the gospel.) >i^It, is 
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writtei) io.the prophets, .And they ahafl be 

all ttfugh^'of 'G(id:"'fiv*(ry m^ii'tlieKtoie; 
thtt'HatH' heard, fttfd hath lesLrriM^ of f h<?^ 
Father, cometh iihto ihe:" " Othrtilietthy 
grateful 'ackiibwledgmfin'tS hscehd to ' liea- 
ven, and tuning thy harp with IJayidi ,*'nff. 
with Mm, "Bless the Lord, Omy soul, and^ 
forget not all his benefits; whbfoi^yetli 
all thine'ini()uities, Who healeth ktl thy'^is-, 
eases, who rraeehieth thy life friito destrii^- 
ti(m; and who Crowneth thee "with lovi^- 
kindness ind tendei* ihertieS." Yea, s^ew 
forth hi^ piiiise not only'WIth thy lips, but^ 
in thyJife.'and while thbii art daily siinpli- , 
eating' au increase of Hgh^ !ffid influence 
from the Holy Spirit.foi^t those' things . 
which' are behind, And reach forth iihto' 
thdse things which arfe befotei'pressiric, 
towards the mark for the prize of tfeeWgh ' 
cklfii^bf^Od in Christ Je'siis." *■;"■';/'.' 
"Ahdbhl hbwcCmsdkto^ to evelry'ha'in- ,' 
bfes'ou!; lamditing its o*n ijgiiorance an<t'' 
Wlrfdrifes^i'shbuld'be the thought, that the 
dis^fen^atiim of the; trutti is in the hands of, 
the Sjjirit, aiid that hi's' infallible guidance 
is ^rc^s6d 'to' air whd' devoutly seek it!" 
What' ><^ards' can dlsjiRy the efficacy and ' 
success of prayer morfe 'strongly than Solp* 
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mon's appeal 1 — ** If thou criest after ^lijioav-* 
ledge, and liftest up thy voice for jund^r-? 
standing ; if thou seekest her as silver,, awd 
searchest for her as for hid treasure, then 
shdit thou upderstand the fear of the Loi:d, 
and find the knowledge of God ; for the. 
Lord giveth wisdom, out of his mqiith 
Cometh knowledge and understanding.'* 
And how gracious is that promise of Jeho- 
vah, "I will instruct thee and teach thee, 
in the way wherein thou shalt go.^^ I will 
guide thee with mine eye." Yes, >YhiI^jhe 
sends the rich empty away, he filleth the 
hungry with good things. Be encoura^j^, 
then, dejected soul, to wait upon .th^p^ £o^ . 
for a supply of the Spirit of Jesus. Cl^nst, , 
and be anim9.ted to l^ear every delajr, and 
to encounter every difficulty, by the. pej;- ^ 
suasion that thou canst not be disappointed 
in thy hope. Thy first views may be Taifit 
and confused, but by the power off his, Spi- 
rit the dim and feeble light thou mpuniest 
over shall shine brighter and brighter^ ap4 
thy spiritual perception of divii^e tfuth - 
gradually increase in clearness^ eyidyEjce,, 



lights, and doubt not but he will gmde thee 
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by his counsel till he has brought thee to 
his glory ; when the present darkness of thy 
understanding shall be wholly done away, 
every cloud of sin dispelled, every veil of 
ignorance and prejudice removed, and thoif 
shalt see as thou ait seen, and know as 
thou, art known. 



REFLECTION XXIH. 



CHRIST THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD, 



John vin. 12. 

/ am the light of the world. 

There was a happy but short period during 
which man discovered without difficulty, 
and by the simple exercise of his under- 
standing, the mind and will of God. Every 
thing connected with the worship and hom- 
age due to the great Creator was disposed 
in harmonious order and beauty before him, 
and it required no effort to ascertain the na- 
ture and extent of his obligations and duty. 
But alas ! man fell from his allegiance, and 
lost his original integrity. Listening to the 
evil suggestions of the tempter, and grasp- 
ing at a measure of knowledge nev^r de- 
signed him, he involved himself in the dark- 
ness of ignorance, error, and sin. Hence 
he is represented in Scripture as ** having 
his understanding darkened,'' and as being 



•.|gn(>i;J»qc»thaJ.i«in-ii>mA'i .^«rt ^^ i»*P 

4i^(f«l|n^|g^il^9l things., i -'mTW^iaociii, 
^Q^fiQ,^ iWit,;! l^t <'puts,'evil lw<;goa4d!^ 
gQfl4 ^r eyil'i y^air^iiess for;%ht^ jiftfliiyght 

th« Keil» vafldisa sbine. i9tp,:tii».ih«HllMf So 
giyf him t^ %hi,of the kOQiwJ^f)^ 4^^^ 
^prf^i <jk>d !l :Who sha^. a^d.^^fidh 
plflvci^. jl^eams «of Ji^t ,m to ^ <)is6lp«M libhe 
grpfi^rdi^rkn^^, aod. ips^ke. himi |ig^i>4ke 
Lprdi, ,.0|ie who spake as neY<er#|i^ apf^ 
sai4» ,t' J am the light of Uic/wwW."i n4[^ 
,Bpaktir ftha Sott of God; JQQaR-Qat^o'.j Aflks 
,«fpak€^4^us«.;th& Xx)rd (Of < life, i«ln<A^Y«#jBr 
Q$,.is\mi,- f Whose heart h ^txr^iA^ M-^ 
spond, ,0 thpu who art thejjighftl^flthe 
vrorWi a«4 the Life of jfu^n^; ,i^sifc >iti^ $i)irl 

yr^h thy Ught^thy trutj|*,(ancl!!thjripve.,rfia»l 
voucjisdifeto be(joime my %M w4fpyjtfe, 
th«rt folko^iDigthee I may nqit w»lk,to 1^*1%- 
nes8, bvbtxuay have tlie %ht of 14feilj«(f)iw 
Thut Christ should coi»e astligM iKf^^- 
nouAced both by the Mosaic di^pe^imt^ion 
and by the prophets. Look to th^> ty|)«i, 



r^io^ kaiw fi^ ' llie highest ' imthdrity^ 

tkst thi^ inflected this light.' ^ ThtTf ail 

dMnk ^tlUtt s[]^kuiilRo6k which fblloi/red 

thiean^ aftd that' Rock ^was Ok^ist/' Ik)6k 

to tte prio^hetd^ attd' you find one favoiieti 

adbove oth^ sayitig; '^ Ari^^ Mmi-fyr^ 

Ughiwisom.md^h^ glo^jT'Of the4^di8 

i^n^U)^ thee.'^ '^^The people that ^at in 

>dai4ak'^, have sieen a ^rbat light ?^4hi6y ikkAt 

>dwdl kr the Jaoid of thb shadow of death, 

mpdiif them hathth* lights sfained. " * *« I tbte 

'Lwdhate ealiedftlieeiir righteousness, and 

^iMU hold thine hand, and wilMieep thee, 

^kHfiltgifte thee for a covenant of the people, 

>ftir a light of >the Gentiles/' Thus then it 

<^pears that* Messiah Was to be a light to 

^i^hten th^ 'Gentiles; ' a6 wdll as to beHhe 

ig^fy^ of ^ his {People Isrrkel, and hen^e the 

iighf, i^Krt ^Of iudea oAly, but of theworld.*^ 

}^wBeli^li*4n Christ J^estis,* how emiileiltly 

i«rt {thoU*^ privileged! When the Saviour 

BkMj ^^^<Aiti<ni!g-them ^at are.borii of wo- 

'lUtenl there hi^ not risen a greater than 

Jo4iti the Baptist,- 'did he not add,^ /' Not- 

withstanUidg, int tha« is Jeast in tht kin^- 

dooNrf h^Veai,'.' fa the'gospel dis^ns^Uon, 

)^^4»gretter than he V^ Se^ then the htmor 

.fpi|t!:^p0a thee, vili that* t)i6il^:lit^c)b»idit 

2p 
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n»^1^ d4y^d>lmt4iegHnit;o<dawii^wi]y»4W 
<kyHMM^4iiMi arisen in ^beir lieM^t^lMAatt 
iH0fi^4i>ppy'tiKMto 4he Stttt is 'lahiiiiitl^ h^^ 
Jtieridjim^ltiiclorr«tad diirpenHiig'hi»^bi%|d; 
beama' ill ^^vtry^ diD^dion^ * Jtid^iJtJkm^M^ 

trated into thy soul, and that, ^beh^kl^ '^ 
im a>gldB6 the ^ty oClfae ^Lord, r^jtti^MJ^iait 
changed ioto the siM^katige^fwmif^a^tib 
^Iwy, eWBtas^ by the Spirt* ofi the^Ii^rdL*'^ 
Jknd whfle thou admuest ^ the ^ goodc^fiftvof 
Odd, 4fa0itthe tru€f »ii^t iiow shhiie^ MfMb 
thoe^ land mmund 4h^,^ entertain witl]^'4^ 
liveliest' feetiii^ of graititude and^ joy^! ^the 
jreVMng^^ hopes, ^ the ^ ankiAtifig' ^^itl^{^(^ 
iv^hsh^'^^^riclies )of God and i^iaa^jMAidf 
i)ii6i iimm B&l^ hefwt theel ^ <Whati'tilo%h 
.^ri>l;si<d^ki4m^^i»' BtiJl tx)vemia^rea|^fWr«^ 
4h^>#ot;ldfire^«d<be^ th^«i^rd;i«^@6idai{dMii, 

3t(^q^asi^4lpbiAhei J^Qi^^ cfa«ke iliodd^s 




,\, i ^Jr ■» f._^ iJt^ i HM^V-: ■^. 



mlli^liltiii^l aiidteftlLltec^IlK)^^ ike H iU«g «Md 

^ii(tfni8c»>lJelt^ttte atteaf«rerdfr^i^oeii9^)itbQtt' 
iidst^lived) to ^itnos^ iAyig(wate tiiy y^earr 

^ifeat iJbad of^hej^hxmi^k^'isMr^the h 

ifb da^knesg «tod the $hftdow. of fle^h^ ( 9bai( 

l»hojld the Hght of lii$ truth, mA^&joy 
af^ftaalY5a*k)xrl>il^ '-m' : . •.. -i;- ',,;,|f ^ .>.. 

ifi^B»t(ias iGlirist tepresaifSs^ h^sdC: to b^ 
**,1the light of the rtroridy'' it wiH l>0u.*eftit 
tot ) i\eflec€ iH' vrhat s^se he < id( thk^ light. 
15v«ry in»^fiaent employed % God is so 
libTra lights and cMseiquently all the pro-- 
jphetk a«d0portk» wepdin some; *etoe lights 
irt>the .Ifrcwid. ^ Joh« -tii^ Baj^tbt was. styled 
Jby) opr Jjcmi hiiiaai^f 9 ^\a. hwnin^md a 
i»hning light.- 'i But ithougb (rod tela a&ter 
Jejftc illimself * /withouib auchr witoedfi^i^ ^ th^y 
toanionly he considered : as the M^ :of iofe- 
rfor orbs^ refljectiiig ihe rays, of gto*y whiiib 
l^y have first borrowed ; irom ! tha altien- 
ligiU:euiig Suit of r%hteOugii^6^, [ Their 
KgH is ndt original, but df iii«.ti ve ; mt 
itheir <^n>^ '^ but the reflectid^iii of akiiothei^^. 
(Dht^ist alone; is essential, ordinal,, tlfidi^ 
^iired lig^ty.' the source and finutam of li|^^ 
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shedding, llk^ tlbe ^paof (laWi^, Ms i^(|{^ 
beam^ to dissjpate |he' ihick daij-KnesB tha|t 
envelope^ 'iiiMikiiid,aiidtofiirt^'^thwi|ji 
die light of life. . ' , ', 

!^apj>y the maa who, ,^Qeply cposcibiis of 
hisDfitural blindness, is daily Iqoltin^ to. 
Christ a^\ "the "yght of the,"'»iorl(I,",tmd 
the life <tfmeo! He with whom- thou | hast, 
entrusted thy soul is possessed ol.iiiifiiii^ 
peifections. His knowledge, copipassiqn, 
and patience, are nnlimited. He can sliine 
upon thy path,, direct thy steps, and bear 
with thy dulness. Thou art following light, 
and everything conspires to encourage thee 
iq thy purpose. ~ The nearer thou art eiia* 
bled to, come to it, the nearer thou wilt ap- 
proach to mercy, love, and happiness. 
There nwy be many stages befpre thou.^- 
quirest that ripeness and maturity '^ wluch 
thou aime^t, but as in the natural worjd'the 
shadows, T^cede, the clouds disperse, and 
the mists and fogs evaporate before {he ris- 
ing sun, till the shining hght shtaes' nuire 
and more ui^to the perfect day, so, shall it 
be in thy experience. .Impplled]by in^i^jeas- 
ii^ light in the path of obpdienc^j thy reli- 
gion shall bu^.^rth and hlossom as the i-ose. 
Light having entered' into thy heart, thou 



shalt be quickened by its sacred infiuectce, 
uti|ihou art "filled with the fruits of righl^'-i' 
dmoess, which are by Jeaus Christ, to the 
glory and praiseof God." "The beauty™ 
the Lord thy God is upon thee :" " foraet- 
ting." therefore, "the things which &re be-r 
hind, and reaching forth unto the thingsi 
which, are before, press towards the mark 
for the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ JesuB." 

''Connected with the great truth that 
Christ is essential, original, underived' 
Light, there is an idea full of refreshment to 
the broken and contrite spirit — that in him 
there is all-sufficiency, plenitude of light. 
Aifid to this effect an apostle affinris, f^OS 
hii'Tufness have all we received, and grace' 
fdrgrabij.*' The ioaturarsim Can onfyeo-' 
lighten 'one hemisphere at atime^ but ^K 
islWe' fulitess ithat dwelleth m ChriBtj tKa^ 
tile inhatiltants of the Whole wdrfd fliay atj^ 
derive light from lum at biie and the s^e'^ 
iiii>m6ni. ... 

' t^d'V consolatory should this view be ttr 
tHeairakened sinner, who is at length mads 
Sensible that he has been hitherto walking 
in' me' darkness of ignorance, ain, and mi- 
itt^j The god of this world Had bliadett 
■ 2,2' ■■'■■■ ' ''-'■■■ 
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his mindf. M. lest the light ef tbe^^glortdus 
gospel ^f iChrist^ who is the^ imageiof Giodr 
should ^hine into 'it" MTh6)Jight had 
shiaed in darkness, and the darkness <Mxt^ 
pr^hended it not. ' ' But: the 4SommaiidmiBiiit 
has BOW csqtered, and he i» brought: to^acA 
something of the spirituality ofQod's laYr^ 
and' jof his innumerable violations of itaackt 
lemn olaims. Gon^inced^ • sinner I ^ liii\j^ 
thine eyes to the Light of the \«oarld^ >the 
great Sun of Ri^teousness, and idoubt nM 
but he ¥rill shine more and more into thy 
heart, and- manifest t6 tJiee his^/glor^ 
Having convinced th^e of sin^ he will con^ 
vince thee also of righteousness, dtsccrv^ring 
to theeby his Spirit the efficacy of his atoa* 
ing blood, and all the great things. he> has 
done for 'thee. Thou hast not a high Pi^fast 
whoi cannot be touched with a feeling^Mhy 
infirmities. He is still waiting to be^ gva^ 
cious at the voice of thy cry ; still ^ble » to 
save to the ' uttermost; still seated on a 
throne of grace, to dispense the blessings 
of his salvation to all who come unto /God 
by him. L(>ok at his emblem in the natU* 
ral. world. 'Behold the bright lumiuany-in 
the heavens still shedding its* beams iu^ 
dimmished lustre^ still bluing the creatiSB 



of <9od;.^tb its U^A^ aUd fh^at; and^iiiflii^ 
ehoe) ) < TfauB^ Jestfi,' the Sun - oA Righteom- 
iH^^, hka ! ktm kn all-sufficiency' iof ^itace^itsi 
fiiiiiessi:^6£ieoobpafisic«ii^ a :pleidtiitd&:of lights 
lo heM4 aiidi< adorn^ and gladden ^ th^ sbal^ 
!Lay<6tstholdton his trocd, hi^pEDmise, -his 
grace ^ am.d'as the sight of ithe brazen ;se0?! 
p^itr reiitaredniife and vigour to ^e^dyiing 
i^adite^,' soishaJt thou be joyful in 'h the 
sailv^ioii// which is in Christ Jesus with 
eterniul glory. ' ' Thy light may yet be &ifit:i; 
but remember, for thy encouragement, that 
the M. twUi^ht^ mo less than the rmeridian 
brightncss^i is • from the sun. Take-up/ thy 
cross thexiit and follow Christ. This is to 
choosalhii^ygood part, which shall never be 
takeui away from thee. ' The path thou art 
oail^ >tQ tresad may have its difficulties, but 
foUftw^on,' and the %ht shall abound more 
andimorej NoJonga* weighed down? with 
anxious care, nor mortified witka fiujocesaion 
of disappointments in the vain pursuit ^of 
hapfMness in earthly things, thou shalt fiiid^ 
I in this pinrsuit, that the clouds which mow 
'^ obscure thy course will gradu&IIyii«uiish 
I aw;ay,:and be succeeded bf the enjoyment 
A of pre^nt peace, and the delightfuLiintici- 
/ pations of future gloiy . ^' The light that is 
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wwA for thee ^hall jn cfafp toiip sprjiigiipi; 
yea, thy light shallVise in obscurity,, if^ot^ 
thy darkness be as the noDn^day/' m r 

Viewing Christ as essential, original, un-^ 
derived light, a striking property of this 
light readily presents itself to the reflecting, 
mind : it must be fiill of energy. As th^^ 
ijce and snovr disappear before the sun in 
the heavens, and the vegetable creation is 
reanimated in his season of heat and poiver, 
so the light of Christ penetrates into the 
dar^ recesses of the heart, and commnmir 
cat9s life and vigor, grace and growth /f 
Thki imparts perfection of being, and ful-t 
aesfi, of joy. Wherever we trace the exis-r^ 
tence of real religion, there we discover >< 
fruit and effect of Christ's mediation and 
gffice. Of the whole body of believers it 
mu9^*be affirmed, however they may differ 
in t}ie means or measure of their experienc^t 
that Christ is their root, their life, and* theijt 
light. 

Let then the true follower of Jesus re- 
cc^ize and adore the hand which brought 
him out of darkness into marvellouis light. 
Let him glory in him alone, who id both 
light and life essentially in himself, and 
therefore gives light and the light of life to 
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whbirisioy^r Tie will. Let him thankfully 
a^cVibe'A ifo IH4 ^eiic^. bT his go'6d;^^irit, 
that the eyesf ofhl's utideretah(fiuff have been 
opened, Hfer ']^reJ6dices subdued,, his.itten- 
tidn'fikted^'kfid Kis heart' brdugfitli deceive 
aiid' loV4^ th*^' Ihih^' ' 6T God, • an'cl' the' 'siifc- 
lihie tilths of hSvtdril: ' Whatth^nVCliris- 
tlan, fe' thjr 1aljgti4e' t ' ' '"^'Chri^t is tfre' true 
lighf'that' eiiliKhtehfeth W^Vy ihah that 
Cometh Into the world." •* He is the Au- 
thor «id' Finisher of ray faiih." " lam cru- 
cififed ivith him, nevertheless 1 Kve; yet not 
I, "btit Christ liveth' in me ; and the hfe that 
I hdw live in the d^sh, I live by the faith of 
theSoiJof Gbd, who loved me, ahdgave 
Iriniself for m'e.''*" "* I can do al) things 




is thyde^ iperftet In riiy 'tveak'bess:" ** Most 
glAdiy, 'therefore,' will I glory in my fft'firini- 
tiesi'^thit tHfe' I^S^r'bf ChH^ 'tiiiy Vest 
upon me." 
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Acts cc. 11. 
Behold^ keprayeli. 

TriisRK 18 no pcMnt of duty in which t\ui 
gendmEty oi mankind are more lipttO: de? 
ceive tiemsehres than in that of jprayw. 
llaying never engaged in the soleinn exer* 
cise with real spirituality of mind,, th^y 
stand amazed at the confessiim of its diffi- 
culty which experience too often extort* 
from the real Christian. Conscience has too 
much power over them not to secure the 
form of prayer : but, though they go on in 
a cold, heartless, slothful performance of the 
duty, they seem insensible that a temper 
like this is such a reproach and stain to the 
holy employment, as to render it not only 
unprofitable, but sinful. Alas ! how little 
is the nature of prayer understood! Of 
how few can it be said, in their access to 
the throne of grace, " Behold, he prayeth T* 
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It c&nnQttkt&'^9AC3tiJDiieAitiiitSauI had 
often used the words of praya-. His very 
profession, as a Pharisee, render^ the 
forms of dsvotion lEtdis^ensaijIe ;' and allu- 
sions to the strictness- of his sect in reference 
to such observances frequently present them- 
selves to our notice in 1^6 word of Gk>d. 
This practice indeed is necessa^y^implied 
in the account he gives of hu state of mind 
in the days of his ignorance* *' I vras alive 
without the law .once." Suoh bad be^h hie 
s^t regularity of linanners, such hisblame- 
k)ss( deportment, such his constancy and e:^? 
astnes^iaall the duties of external devotion^ 
tituiti elated with a fond a^ceit o'f his supe- 
rior vrorth and moral* excellencies, he cqu^ 
sidered himself kf a safe c(kidition, and en- 
tertained^ confident assurance of his ^c- 
c^tance with God. ' . 

Was it wheh- in^i^ state of iuh^, ithat 
tte Lord -said, "Behbld, he pmyeth^r.' 
Far -otherwise: all his devotions hitlferto 
htH l^een' 'the offspring of ignorancer a^d 
were Stained with pride and'selrt^fidence. 
In thefeytes of an undiscen^ng 'world' ijljey 
mighi'^rd attractive, in^ command XKr 
s^ct^'lmtSi:fli<t feigljt'of'theheart-seajchf-' 
ing GM'^ihey ijkllMed aiiother character, 
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and could bnfy be regarded as splendid sloi 
And yet how many in the full blaze 6f g<3«* 
pel li^ht,^ and i/vith his example cbnstaiilly 
before their eyes, are guilty of the same 
folly! How many are punctually bbser- 
yant of the forms and ceremonies of wof^ 
i^hip only in a self-righteous spirit I HoW 
many value themselves on the goddiie«s 
of their hearts, the correctness of their mo^ 
rals, and the regularity of their deyoti6itf|, 
altogether unconscious that such incense"^ 
an abomination to God ! Lord ! poiir but 
thy life-giving and enlightening Spirittipb|& 
thy professing people, and subdue evei^ 
heart to the obedience of faith. Impress 
upon every soul thai draws near to th'ee, 
that thou art a Spirit, and enable themi thkt 
MTorship thee, to do it " in spirit and' in 

truth r 

Saul then must be viewed under ahbther 
character, before he can appropriate this 
testitiiony of the divine favor and approba- 
tion. He had been "alive without /the 
Law once/* The Law had been in his 
hands, but its spiritual nature not bein^ itti- 
derstood or felt he was full of false ho^es. 
At leno-th, however, 'Uhe commandiuent 
came/'*^ A divine power accompanied {fee 



Law, and by thpmiiiistratioa of tlte Spirit 
ne^was awakened to discern its spotless pu- 
rify^ as an image of God's holiness, and its 
extensive requirements, as a transcript of 
his will. He now for the first time felttl^p 
guilt of sin fasten on his conscience. Peue- 
Iratjed witli a sense uf the spiritual deniauds 
of the Law, lie discovered that it took c^g^ 
nizance of tlie thoughts and desires of the 

fart, no less Oian of the outward life, 
pwever observant he had been of the l^t-* 
r of tlie Law, wlien he contemplated tlip 
jnt^gnty of niotive, the spirituality of al^- 
'|e«ipn, the purity of desire demanded by it, 
_sm revived." It had long kin imper- 
ceiypd within hiui ; but he now saw it rear 
.it^ideformed head, and expose him, to the 
charge of numberless transgressions in 
thouglit, word, and deed. Hence yielding 
to, ponviction, and disclaiming his long che- 
,l^shed hopes of safety, " he died." He 
"fo^yd the commandment which was or- 
.4iin,cd \,o life, to be unto death." It stripped 
him of every false hope, and dashed his for- 
mer expectations in the dust. It left him 
wtth9Ut plea of deliverance, and with all the 
thiinders of Sioai denounced the awTuI 
awar-d, "pursed is every one thai ccuAi- 



itvMh'^ infill Hlfthtgs^V^Mglf «Mi^tfknHfl 

tf6b,^df^i^ifotf,"aiid (yf honitt^elottieJlteati 

S'^Ijs& WVas kb^lute^eed of a ^kfrhutli^ hi 
r^l^(xl'Ki1^§eIf into the h^acb -of vcfafdOiiMd 
p^si^^iitiki^^Fel^iisr \ add raising ktei'|fMH>M 
ii^st)^' in- 'ektb!6si arid mce««Mit'^prtiy«*ij*S 
mk^'^bmM^k\6ixe a» hisrjusti^iilgtritliltfeB 
bit^t;s^;'>d^ ""'« mW sahmfioaituit^i^nottiii 
TlfeSii'^'-^ "^^dd of'iiH gtaee/Wte'liPi^igi^y 
ii6a.^^6 s&ifr^^Ittia^ codvtcitiobl thtfi^elio 
sfltleWte difep - poverty ind' nii«0ryj"«« 
tiii^ .^rbkhitJ^'tMii-s^es at' the>foikl Q#%flie 
xftHdii^sitii^ yfytw^et aJHt-bupplidtftioiSfseefc 
I'efil^e'it^ Jesrtts ffoni tlic:^HitH'>ti3i ameioiq 
' "Whd^a^' ti<!rt'h^r«-4yehoM'«kut 'liffi^ it 

-^IfRib i#tie*Mta^«oof <jtt)«e^tid61^f»l|;^ 
i^tldt%%^^igbfl$ii f§l»tt|»dt^ iJt«wdUtwit^ 



tteilififcftBdv^flul, afe w«tBtipg. . i T^^ apr^yi^K 
M«5B(belvJiqfi«pt«We %% t^p Ikf'f^g ,^fi4fi , j<| 

vMm&Wim mi somIs to timj us froE9,.4^$}^. 

SrtJSSii plRftfl>ifl fa^tlv the ,nQ>eri>. jo^e ^jj 
protowftk) seek ability to '♦ a(jQ5f. i|je,4fl«)fi 
^ai|MM% a», jp!?>y,^ : ftC)Cf>rdlipjg; to jpi^ Jub<}^§-, 

10 ,tfekftjiw)f),fQR)g|(^y. j<tttt»4.fej j^^i, ypfl 
lieJiv^Ub»9^ 4§s9k€ft Ihils ^»l^/^^^;f}^ 



'0iTiii^, tliirsting, "vfe 1 1- disposer! soul itm 
pt^irqe Uic clouds, ascend as incense 
foi'e'tliu thi-orip, have Christ interceditif^; 
'»;.'any the Spiiit helping its infirnjuii 
■^'Ye Bhalt seek nif, and Hnd me, wheii'^i, 
feiiail" search for me with all yonr heart-'* 
" The Lord is ni-rh unto a!l theiu that t*a\^ 
Si\ibn' him, even ail suph as call upon him iu 
truth." "He will fullil the desire of th"M 
that fear him ; he will also hear 'their tr^, 
xnd wjll savethem." Happy, thrice l(d]>^ 
■fliey who thus hold communion VilH 'ihe 
'f^fher'of the> spirits, the Uod of their- feilti- 
'^itTon! Yes : " happy indeed £lrt^t^od^*0 
Istael, k people saved by the Lord, whb"i^ 
ilife stiicld of your help, arid the fewoi'ti'if 
(til' excellency." "The eternal G6a"[!s 
ypiir refuge, and underneath are the fei^B- 
lakin^arms." ■ ' ■' ^'j* 

''''^hat i privilege to have accesstb th^'iy- 
'iipft'eand eternal God, who, aniidst the'Jttiffl. 
Jesty.of his glory, con<iescends to iriai\lft;s't 
the Hches of his grace, and to redeivf^ p^tr- 
tidri^ from the p<.Njr and coivtritc tifW|)iHt'! 
^Bilk at every object of tiuniitngl^cM, 'Ml 
•^ylystation of worldly ;;rea(ucss,ffrid\?lm 
"f^-iiidre in them but iuaignilicant'^^Mfl W- 



5^1 




Go4t .Wbft would iiot ci^yiit© thjf^4isir 
tiijipmhed pjriy ilege 1 Who woij^ p(* be 
^jftpBf Jpuud in hfe sacre4;p»^joce 1 
. , L^t the b^ever, let.tbe w^airy a^b 

9|iprQach him in the character of a\b)Y|9lg 
^atW> that he may gratify all their desire^^, 
dfrect them in every doubt, support them 
inev^ trial, relieve them in every diffi- 
culty, and supply them in every want. 
Whatever be your special need, ^ whether 
if} f^;3qperience the efficacy of ChrisVs aton- 
ing bljQod, or the sanctifying influences of 
the tloly Spirit, or the consolations of dl- 
yin? grace, or a firm trust in the power and 
promises of Grod, you are encouraged to 
*' lift up holy hands without doubting/* by 
the assurance that " before you ealf, he 
wilt answer, and while you are yetipeak- 
iog, he will hear." Truly "there is nqixiie 
like the God of Jeshuruoj wh^ ridethi m 
tbe heav^ for your hejb, and vi l^is ^^^c;!- 

■ 2o2 * ' '' ''' '" 
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ieiicy on the sky." With what satisfaction 

-may you p9w ojut your hea^ before him ! 

With what confidence may you anticipate 

' his interposition and succour ! Let no- 

TlbiBg) ' then, ^pear too great to nsk, no- 
thing too trifling to lay before him : but 
"in every thing by prayer and supplica- 
tion, with thanksgiving; tet ^our requests 
be made known unto God. And ther peace 
'Of God, virhich ^asSelti alf undet^fanding, 
shall keep your hearts and minds through 

*<;hi*islJestis/^ • •« '^^ 
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Phu^ippians I, 21 
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To] m^ to live is ChristT^ and to die is gain. 

Though the judgment of the world is for 
from being an unerring judgment in matters 
connected with religion and eternity, no re* 
fleeting mind can hesitate to pronounce that 
man happy, who has the testimony of an en- 
lightened conscience, that to him ** to live 
is Christ, and to die is gain." However 
adverse the outward dispensations of God's 
providence, the **liope full of immortality'* 
will so overbalance the depressing weight 
of temporal distresses, and invigorate the 
soul in its conflicts with the toils and Sor- 
rows, the anxieties and dangers of this trar- 
sitory scene, as to neutralize, at least, the 
bitter ingredients in the cup of life, if not to 
transmute them into grounds of actual re- 
joicing and .thainkfulness. Yes ; Jbappy t^e 



^&$ The ChrUHeaCt aim 

vmx whom God has bo formed % bif^s^Ift 
u^t Jbe can say in truth*. " Tome to |ive.yi 
Qiri^tt^'and to die is gain.** Amidst atlnw 
trial* and distresses, he is supported by an 
ii^ipee« hwid, enjoys, the comfort of his faith- 
fai service, and rc^ard^ it as only the fore- 
tf|9t« Vi^ {^ge of better things in a better 
world. ., -. 

To miStke Christ the anpreme end of 1%^^ 
Mid to value eadatence only that it m^y f»e 
copsecrated to his service and glory ; to,l>e 
^iicified with Christ to the worhl, and W 
-desire to cffl^bue in it only to g^ mSx^ 
QOniimmty to his tmagCt aud be better fitted 
^ enjoy bis presence in heaven ; to feel th^ 
pruniple of lov« exerting a cffliatraming is- 
^aeoce over the whole sovli ud se^ris^ 
4ie djcvotion of all its powers in a^M^i^ 
^ doctrioe^ a^ shewing 'forth the prai^* 
4^>the Redeemer; this, tMs is the troceiid 
(^ man, the simi, die substance thee^Um 
ojT'his dtUy, yea, his iatenest, h^ h^^ictesHt 
aad Imb hoiNT. 

, "To me to live is Chrittr O gloripps 
l^ivibge! O'bbHed state aad tes^rv! 
1(%»^.can*witneBBtMB h^gh a^aitaeatt i^ 
i|ipt«c4a0wled^lbe:finga-of(j^t Oaoe 
^ mtm-Vfte a stniBgerlohii&sfilf; ta^^ 



aHOT|fciiFftt, and walked on'lieeai%aff 
(^aflfiss, though surrounded by dangers fiff 
^fei'y side. No sooner, however, was r'^ 



tivei'y 3: .,. 

<f&ply coBViDCed of sin, no sooner did ItF 
get ^ clear insight into the evils of his heai^^iij 
Bf;tTie light of the Spirit shining upon hiitf,' 



tWan he was led to cast ' away all 'scrfiSfi' 
hopes and pursuits, and to rest on Chrjilf 
ailjne asal! Iiis salvation, and allhisdd^rre. 
fiis eyes haying been opened to seethe \yr(^ 
Spice, on the brink of whirh he was standi' 

§i&, and his anxious inquiring' nlind gliirfetf 
an unseen liaiid to the Deliverer, Yh'^' 
vSour, so needful to his peace, hd boWefl' 
Lu Sovereign mercy, and gladly subniittdJ 
hftiis6lf to the righteousness of (Jod. lik^^ 
ni^'tlius laid fast hold on the word, tH^ 
pir^driiis^, the grace of God; having coiiiy 
H^^Hdcd ills g^lilty sOul into tlic hands of 
mi" compassionate Redeemer, wh;it is ■mi? 
Sltf(ii'offiis heart* what the heiit (ifliisa^ 
fi*6ttons'? what but gTatitude, itnd in i\i^ 
event, love ! To the cross of C'lii'is^ -hyr 
filing with fervent atlachmfrtt, hiKt eager 
cliSsii-e to please him. Slioeked :it bis'ifdSti 

toidlw'w^ai!fefi^cffiifc?«m»iird«#^ 
K(^s of Wfe^'toffc^sM^eMaMw 



gh^nWa tjeftw temper, a.iid to sneaaorqacf^ 
his love in bis tieart by the Holy Gjiosy. 
Hqw cau he I)c sufficiently thankful! Now 
he enlists himself under the banner of Cfmsi, 
to fight manfully against the world, tiw^ 
rffesh, and the devil. Now he yields nis 
beal^, his life, his all, to the governiaerit, 
arid Bervice of his redeeming Lord. Now. 
he seeks the gloiy of the divine Jesus iistne 
gt'eat end and object of his being, anti 
niakes the display of his perfections,, and 
the promotion of bis interests, the siipremi^ 
delight and aim of his soul. 

Oh, how happy the man who tlius, as "U. 
Were, presents his mind as a blank upon, 
which he would liave the will ofhisljbra'nt-, 
scribed; and to whooi every sacrifice ^ne 
requires, every duty he enjoins, and, cver^ 
reproach his cauge may call Iiim to enrfurer 
becomes a law by which he directs his steps f 
KEefjarding his time, his substance, his abi- 
lities, his influence, as talents committed to 
him for his jMaster's tise, how gladly will.he 
occupy with them in his service, and to liis 
glory, till he come ! Convinced that efer-' 
nity alone will suffice to sliew him tlte value' 
of the -biasing he derives from his all-gra- 
'eibus"Rfeddem6r, how cheerfiiny witt he 



atUim^tiO Uiis his great and gloripus ,3ene7 
6y;tdr, to rule in him and over him for evert 
O'tljDu who by faith art jjuited to Christ, a. 
meinber of liis body, of his flesh, and of,h\* 
boines, drop a tear over the unhappy cpite 
mi-joii ol' tliose who are travelling tHp^ft 
roiindofthis world's .pleasures, and liyii 
td'tlileinselves in the pursuit of the things 
time and sejise ; ^nd while thy heart in liftei 
Vp toheaveu in their behalf, let a sight o| 
their melancholy infatuation quicken thjf' 
pace in the path appointed thee to wajk in^ 
Take for thy motto, "To me to ijve iW 
Clirist;" and penetrated with a deep and 
abiding sense of his infinite generosity iastj^ 
loving ihec as to wash tliee from thy BiHS;jm, 
hi^ own blood, while thou makest him my 
portion, his presence thy enjoyment, hw' 
grace ihy riches, his will thy pleas(ir,e,. rus 
service thy detight, make also his comm^Odi 
the 'reason, his word the rule, and his g'orTi 
the ,en(l of all thy actions. Thus hold tor 
thy Syay, and wax stronger and stronger i. 
and thou slialt not only enjoy the pre^ejit 
sieri'sp of t|ic divine favor, but shall be hijpri, 
py in the assured hope of tlie glory, hoh,o(V| 
aritl iuiiiioilality, which God hath prcpacpa 
for|'t3^em tlfat jovc him., In the .ii^idsti,OL 
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tnfferin^) and in the prospect of death itself, 
tfaoa stwit be able to say, '^ I am not 
tohamed, for I know whom I have believed^ 
and am persuaded that he is able to keep 
that which I have committed unto him a- 
gainst that day"*— ^^ for to me to Uve is 
Christ, and to die is gain/' 

That death shonld be ever converted into 
a blessing is no lesson of nature, and can 
only be ascertained from the gospel of 
Christ. To those, however, who belong to 
Jesus, it is even now disarmed of its sting, 
and ceases to be the king of terrors. It h 
indeed a dark valley to cross, but when il- 
lumined with a reflected lustre through the 
grace of the covenant, it presents to the be- 
liever the most cheering prospects at its ter- 
mination. To leave behind a body of sin, 
and a sinful world ; to be freed from all so- 
licitude, all suffering, all temptation ; to 
have the soul made perfect in holiness, and 
all its capacities boundlessly enlarged ; to 
dwell in the immediate presence of Grod 
and of the Lamb, and to live in the exercise 
of every kind and delightful atfection; to 
join the universal chorus, which ceases nei- 
ther day nor night, in songs of joy and 
ahouts of triumph, and to remove to a state 
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6^ knmiitable, ^tiBalienable, and everlastSng 
felicity -;^-*-what tM*ight and gloriCNiB pros- 
pects' ! what unspeakable gaia ! O Christ 
tian ! canst thou think of the blessedness of 
the bearenly world and not soar above all 
tmrthly objects, und grasp by faith its unmtr 
terable joys "l Canst thou forbear exclaim- 
ing with the apostle, *' I desire to depart, 
and to be with Christ, which is iar better V- 
Whatever may be thy present peace and 
consolation, whatever may be thy delight 
and joy in God now, or thy sense of his 
4ov« and , favor, let not thy ambition stop 
sliort of the gk>ry of God in a more intimate 
and immediate conamunion, than can be 
Bfiaintained whilst in the body. All things 
are thine^ whether life or death, things pre- 
sent or things to come ; and in anticipation 
of a blessed immortality, thou mayest rejoice 
in thy lot, and feel assured tlud; it is gain 
to die. . / 

Consider what a magnificent scene of 
wonders will burst on the admiring soul on 
itsiirst dismission from the body I When 
this veil of sense shall be removed, and the 
willing spirit takes its flight to the regions 
of eternal day, how will the natural fiicul- 
ties be enlarged to comprehend the ways 

2h 
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and iirladtmiofGod! In thdir liighegt state 
of advancement npon earth, errors and pre- 
judices s6 enTel(^ the mind with bewiH^ 
itig clond^, that its views are ohscune, fee- 
ble, and contifacted. If any mere msai were 
entitled tb think well of his proficiency in 
divine knowledge; it was the apostle 3PaQL 
He hud been faVored with abandantTeyek- 
tions, and danght up iofto the third heaven, 
where he *^ beard unspeakable words, Whkiii 
it is ik6t kwfill for a man to utter^^ Birt 
what is liis language ? * * We know in jAurt, 
and we prophesy in part ; but when that 
tvhich is perfect is come, then that which ?iB 
In part shall be • done . away/ ' * ' Now we sec 
thrbtigh a glass darkly, but then 'firce to 
face: Now I know in part, but then ishalll 
knb^ evrii'asafeb I a*n known.?' '^ ■ j • i 
- See then, Ghri^iata, the intellectoil ii»- 
relteiity^ fhe 7?jr^n2lt^jraf^ that 'awa::Gl»> thee 
when the present so^e shall be closed' vn 
dfeath: Thm< shak see ak in th^ Kgkft of 
fi^siveU'feitid know as with tbe^ko^wledgbisf 
Gfdd. i And tt^t ttimi mMi iexull^ <^t Mth^ 
ir^f ^ill*so«w bei-emdififSfi^iand diyii^ulien-^ 
|6y^'iihKmtted>^ i^esd^ch* iinfe^obtmfikrorkbJaaid 
¥ttvs^f^th^©ei«y'^> O i^e*ia!<ran^partin^ 
dl^l^ 4(^s^wKkii;:and |i6Wf iv^ eieiAed 
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the umveivdl frames yf\\\ then pre^nt 
itac^fi to thy enraptured sight ! And in the 
scheiiDe of his providence^ what a train of 
swprJmng events will then disclose itself, 
especially as connected with thy own well- 
Ineiii^ I tW way in which thoa wast conduct- 
ed> thyonigh. Uie wilderness^ the dangers 
escaped^ the deliverances obtained, and the 
ponattirimate wisdcHn and goodness mani* 
Jested in aH his dealu^gs with thee ! And 
asT to that chief display of divine goodness 
Uttd ' mercyv the work of redemption, how 
inexhanMibie the theme! the person of the 
great . Deliverer--r-his condescension and 
graoe^^his cros^ and passion— <his victories 
and triumplis-^and as the grand result €i 
Mi the eternal salvation of millions of his re* 
deemed people^ What uohle truths ! What 
ddightfbl wonders \ Whatamazing gain in 
the augmented powers of the mind for such 
sublime and interesting contemplations^ 
: Look again at the moral powers of the 
muK ^nd having marked their imperfection 
here, contemplate their unspotted purity, 
their, perfect integrity, in the heavenly 
worlds Though the^ Christian haa within 
him anew principle of obedience^ teaching 
liim to 4eny- all ungjodliaess and worldl^ 



364 The^ CkrUitim^s aim 

lusts^ yet the Spirit of ? Christ tnectiii^ in 
him Avith 4 cburiteraetin^ spirit, a law id' his 
iiieiribers i;^Arring • agiiiiii^t the lair ' of 'his 
mindy thei*e is a e6Mimiar^ruggIe betwecim 
grace and corrup^oti; *• The fitesh^ ^iusteth 
against the Spirit/mid the Spirit against %ht 
flesh.'^^ Hesnce in this life he is ttfeyc^pJfler'' 
Ifect* 'He is r^ewed and sai4€tified>oidfvia 
part. : There is %' something ivantifig \ & 
every graces, in every duty, so ttett^he findf 
too many reasons to lapoii^nt ^en his ^faol^ 
thiflg8;i BatOgldriotkschaiige! Obless*? 
ed jprii^jlege ! whatever be the* defilemente 
txnder which he now ^groans^ whatever % 
the infii^ties under which lie now labtmra^ 
he shall find in death a ^ complete idfifol per*, 
feet deliverance. : He is nowjustifiedv thea 
h^ will be glorified;^ lie is now i^escued 
from the dotmnion: of sin; then he ^ill te 
freed f#am tlie very being of isinl 'Every 
feature of Uiis hated tyi-aat shaW'bei^bHte^ 
rated; from his hearty and the radiatit iimge 
of .€k)d aliteady impressed • jthere/ shaj|l( (rt>* 
ceive animproveaacnt eori5e8pofld^nt tQiAhe. 
gbvy <rf his naqw state/ >**Iev^afllflCOBteun 
the tunity-df tlie faithj and (tf <Ae Jkffox^ladge 
of the Son blObd^^ntoa,p*tflWfcittaaQ^Annto^ 
the itaftasjUHre^ftdii^ts^ia^t^ c€ tlw^fiilnci^iioi 
Christ/' i^i^- 
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Thmk, Christian, what it nrttst be to at- 
tain to ** a perfect man/' to ^* the measure 
i)f the stature ; of the fulness? of Christ/ ' and 
then see ^* the beauty of holiness,'' the me^ 
ral gain^ ¥fhich shall for ever adom and en;^ 
rich thy soul in the future world. Now thy 
defiled garments may make thee ashamed -y. 
but at death thy warfare will be ^ided, and 
thy robes thenceforth shall be white, and 
pure, and spotless. Now the battie. against 
ilesh and blood may be sore and heavy, but 
ere long, and thou shalt enjoy a glorious 
and everlasting triumph. Now the depra- 
vity of thy nature, and the criminal weak- 
nesnes springing from this corrupt fountain, 
may often penetrate thy heart with sorrow 
at the throne of grace; but in the grave 
thou shalt put off the body of sin, and be 
thenceforth under a sweet necessity of h^ng 
for ever holy. The interval is but shorty 
and all thy imperfections shall be done 
away, and sin shall be no mora In that 
happy day, no painful sense of mii^Idefilie^ 
ment, no complaints of an evil heart, no 
conflicts with its rebellious passions, shall 
ever more extort the bitter cry, H Q wretch- 
ed man Ibat I am, who shall Oliver me^'' 
but thou shalt rejoice before God, woA ex** 

•2h2 ;-m>: '^ 
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^It id thy happy prrvilege of i^or^Wij^prflg; 
before hi^ throne ia the complete beautjTiSf 
holiness: for ever and ever. O what iftfihife 
Igain iii this ! and with what unspeakable srf- 
tisfactibn mudt the disembodied spirit survey 
the glorious liberty of the sons of Gdd ! 

But if the impress of the divine liken'ebs 
shall be so faii< and lovely, when the ff^tttefs 
which galled thfe Aew man id Christ itre 
broken asunder by the stroke of death, 
what nrast be the spirit^s gain asi^f'^^pec^i^ 
its capacities of enjbyment I Sin IS the 
•parent of all misery, and man c^niiot be 
•hrfppy but in jn-oportioh as he \% hoJy . Who 
then can conceive how his capacities of liap- 
pitiesswill be enlarged, when he^'behrolds 
GodV' fece in righteousness! Ad hcf will 
theii be perfectly holy, so will he alsiO'be 
^perfectly happy. Not a spii-it in heavit^ Wut 
wiB be blessed to the utmost in6asiire' 'of 
ltd' tapacfty, which, ever growing \vHlf ^h«e 
ages ^ eterriity; will be constantl^f rStfefv- 
ihg frfesh^^cessroils of liglit, And hfe, fttid 
joy. tJloricms truth ! Coitsoiatb'ty prospect ! 
^White the Christian is in this WOrfd; there 
^arfe- many things within hiAi and abottt hfiti 
which forbid the ptM-fedtion bf hfe jo^S/ Tftt^ 
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dangers, and so chequered with error, and 
rfoUy, and sin, that grief and shame fre- 
quently attend his path, and embitter ttiany 
an hour in his passage through it. - But how 
• different the state of the spirits of just men 
made perfect. Having entered upon the 
rest which remained for. the people of God, 
a rest from sin and sorrQw, a rest from pain 
and weariness, a rest from the temptations 
aiid conflicts of a period of trial, they enjoy 
=a delightful and everlasting repose in thie 
bosom of their Father. ** There is no 
more sorrow, neither crying, nor tears; for 
t he former things are passed away. " Nor 
is this the ciowri of their blessedness; for 
he, who has wiped away all tears from tJieir 
eyes, has received them into his presence, 
where there is fulness of joy ; and advanced 
them to his right hiind, where there aitj 
pleasures for evermore. Yes, their happi- 
ness now is fixed, immutable, and eternal. 
Na cloud shall ever more arise to iutorrapt 
tlieir communion with God ; no ^iielanchoiy 
gloom interpose/ to rob them of their pur-e 
;ind ele\ated joys ; . no^ shadow of ds^kne^s 
.g-ather to^veil the iaeffable: glbrijes of their 
rhcaveoly iK>me; ?f6r the Qountedancb «f 
,tbeir<^od$ Jike^the. mif,. iu: hisiati'eogtjhi 8ba£ 
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shiae and simle upon them for ^ver and 
ever. United as it were to Deity itself^ they 
contemplate his adorable perfections in the 
iradiant light of his temple, and maiiltain 
increasing fellowship with the Father, and 
with hiir Son Jesus Christ. O how is their 
faith lost in sight, and their hope in enjoy-* 
ment ! Their expectations are more than 
realized. Put in complete possession of 
4hose blessings which a Grod of infinite love 
ind in stoi'e for them, and having their 
mental sight enlightened to take a full aiid 
olear view of the mysteries of his provi- 
ilence, and the wonders of his grace, their 
:s6uIb are filled with a divine ecstasy^ and 
while they exclaim in rapturous surprise and 
dblight, *'Lo! the half was not told us," 
bursts of hallelujahs resound on every side, 
atid fill the courts of heaven with adoration, 
dianksgrving, and praise. - ^ ; 

O CSiristian, contemplate this i-ich inhe- 
ritance, and see what a glorious gain will be 
thine when the period of thy exile shall ter- 
minate, and thou shalt be called away to be 
for ever with the Lord ! When Jesus shall 
6wn thy relation to him before the assem- 
bled universe, thou shalt inherit, as the 
blessed of his Father, the kingdom prepare 
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cd fov thee from the foundation of the 
world; and entering into the joy of thy 
Lord shalt know, by happy experience, 
what is meant by "the salvation of God 
which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory*'* 
Be not dismayed then, like the children of 
this world, if a created comfort or blessing 
fi^il thee; but as an expectant of better 
things be '^ looking for, and hasting to, the 
glorious appearing of our great God and 
Saviour Jesus Christ," Walk as one whose 
affections are set on thinga above ; and ere 
long no sin shall distress thee, no sorrow 
reach thee, no danger klarm thee ; but all 
tears shall be wiped from thy eyes, all agi- 
tation and distress banished from thy h^rt, 
and everlasting joy shall be upon thy head. 
''Thy sun shall no more go down, neithei? 
shall thy moon withdraw itself; for thcr 
I^rd shall be thine evei-histing light, aifed' 

the days of thy mourningshall be ended.*' 
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